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Greetings from the JCAP Reconciliation with Creation (RwC) program.  This is to invite you to the Living Laudato Si’ 
Spirituality for Action Workshop from 29 May to 2 June 2018 (inclusive of travel time) to be held at Balay Laudato Si’ 
in Bendum, Bukidnon, Mindanao, Philippines.  This is the second of a series of workshops in Mindanao this year.

This Living Laudato Si’ workshop intends to contribute to the formation of an apostolic community of practice that is 
capable of reconciling with creation.  We bring together the experiences of Jesuits and justice, of communities of 
practice and discernment, allowing us review our spirituality and discernment so that we can more effectively plan 
and implement in our various apostolates.

Better collaboration is sought towards more united action and communication in the following ecological action 
agenda that are all beginning locally and at the conference level in Asia Pacific (here drawn from the global Ecojesuit 
statement in COP23, 17 November 2017):

1. Implementing programs and protocols for disaster risk reduction and supporting small island developing states and 
other communities throughout the world already suffering from massive floods and droughts as a result of climate 
change;

2. Shifting from fossil fuels and destructive extraction industries that degrade both the environment and human 
rights, most often experienced by Indigenous Peoples and the marginalized who are increasingly criminalized for 
defending human rights, and this includes divestment efforts and an avoidance of a return to nuclear energy;

3. Initiating and seeking greater agro-ecological food production, contributing to more collective forest, watershed, and 
marine resource management, reducing waste and ensuring the protection of adequate natural biomes so that 
agriculture and other land uses can be balanced, preventing ecosystem collapse;

4. Engaging with communities, faith-based organizations, and church groups in achieving the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals and in this way, learn to simplify personal lifestyles and needs. The importance of personal 
reflection, such as the prayerful use of an ecological examen, helps sustain action and build dialogue and 
collaboration across parishes and institutions;

5. Promoting an education that ensures integral learning and participation and capable of forming a new generation 
with hope and responsibility to create a better world. The development of knowledge products like Healing Earth 
text, Carbon Challenge, Flights for Forests and strategic outcomes from environmental conferences and workshops 
are resources needing integration into an educational model for change.

Father General’s recent letters also asks us to be communities and institutes capable of experiencing reconciling with 
creation and to involve every apostolic work, drawing profit from the tensions and providing spiritual and intellectual 
depths as we discern our common apostolic planning and priorities.

Global, regional, and local ecological and socio-economic concerns greatly challenge us as individuals and as part of 
institutions and apostolates.  In the Asia Pacific region, the small island states and their vulnerability to the threats of 
sea level rise were a focus of global attention and response in the UN COP23 climate change talks in Bonn, Germany 
in November 2017 under the presidency of Fiji.

In Asia Pacific, we face serious social and ecological concerns in the region that draw us in to respond in various 
degrees from various apostolates.  This workshop therefore is an effort to support apostolic action and we hope that by 
joining, we are further strengthened in our discernment, in going deeper into the suffering of the world, and in 
addressing the root problems in collaboration with others.

The Holy Father reminded us that “(t)here needs to be a distinctive way of looking at things, a way of thinking, policies, 
an educational programme, a lifestyle and a spirituality which together generate resistance to the assault of the 
technocratic paradigm” and create a better alternative.  We want to respond to this call.

Please circulate this invitation to others who would possibly be interested and send an email of interest or enquiry to 
ecojcap@gmail.com.  We will provide further information, but in the meantime we would like to confirm your interest to 
join this Laudato Si’ Spirituality for Action workshop.

With much thanks,

In Christ
 

Pedro Walpole, SJ
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