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Welcome Message

Welcome to this Ecojesuit participation in COP23 and the efforts 
to deepen our sharing of Laudato Si’. Thousands of people from 
around the world gathered in Bonn in support of addressing social 
and climate needs for sustainability. This is an ongoing challenge 
that calls for growing solidarity and action for decades to come.

There is a particular focus on Small Island Developing States that 
are suffering from changes in sea level rise, more intense storms, 
and increased social vulnerability. These problems involve all of us 
and follows through on the climate change talks and commitment in COP21 in Paris.

Today we need to emphasize that environment is relationship, and everything that goes out 
from each one of us all connect. Our words and our actions create and sustain, or degrade 
and destroy, different relationships in the world around us. We need greater relations of 
sustained and active hope. We need to live lives of care and of mercy, of gratitude and 
inclusion.

Many of us here work in education, faith communities, and social movements. We have both 
a personal and a prophetic relation. We seek to combine the scientiic and social knowledge 
with the wisdom of our faith in a loving God. We seek to discern the ways forward to reconcile 
our capacities with our responsibilities to care for neighbour and creation.

Jesuit people are gathering here in Bonn not only to learn how to collaborate on a global 
level, but also to grow as a team and strengthen our actions and commitment as we go back 
to work with others. All of us are participating in policy development and in presenting  our 
work experiences with Laudato Si’ in our different areas of practice and through this report, 
we try to share this with you and hope to learn of your experiences. 

We are a growing community of practice and we share during this special event in 
Aloisiuskolleg a focus on food security and what is happening to agriculture and land use 
change. We share about the impacts of natural resource use and the extractive industries.  
Most of all, we share the need to work together for the common good.

While in Bonn, we tried to stay connected with the daily life and needs of people.
It was a very rich and meaningful experience for all of us to meet with the students and 
their teachers in Aloisiuskolleg. And from these youth in Bonn, we learned about their 
understanding of climate change, their challenges, uncertainties, actions, and attitudes, and 
how this generation needs to shape the future in ways that give us all hope!

The gathering in Bonn allowed Ecojesuit participate in a global process and helps us 
continue our work in our own areas with a greater hope and solidarity, and with a broader 
context for building opportunities in more collaborative action. While the process of achieving 
sustainability is long and complex, we are learning that our lives need to become simpler with 
deeper relection and with a collective identiication of shared priorities to make a difference.

Pedro Walpole SJ
Coordinator, Ecojesuit
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Participants of the ‘IYouWe’ Sculpture Workshop, a side 
event of COP23, created a three-meter high and four-
meter long ish from collected lotsam and objects on the 
banks of the Rhine.
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Overview

The Ecojesuit team participated in the 
UNFCCC COP23 events and activities in 
Bonn, Germany from 6 to 17 November 
2017 to seek ways forward in this “new and 
universal solidarity” that Laudato Si’ calls for 
and to broaden and deepen the collaboration 
with others who share the vision of Laudato 
Si’, responding to the General Congregation 
36 call for greater “collaboration among 
Jesuits and Jesuit apostolates through 
networks.”

Ecojesuit also organized a dialogue 
conference, “Laudato Si’ – Environment 
is Relationship” at Aloisiuskolleg, a Jesuit 
school in Bonn, that gathered speakers 
and participants from around the world: 
Micronesia, the Philippines, Australia, 
India, Honduras, Kenya, the United States, 
Spain, the United Kingdom, Sweden, 
Belgium, and Germany. They relected on 
the challenges and diverse actions in caring 
for our Common Home.  A Laudato Si’ Fair 
was also set up that showcased ecology-
related initiatives such as the fair trade 
activities of the students in Aloisiuskolleg, 
the sustainability efforts in Saint Ignatius 
Riverview in Sydney, Australia, the action 
research on the impact of GMO corn in 
upland Philippines by the Environmental 
Science for Social Change, the environmental 
studies in Kolkata, India, activity information 

The Ecojesuit team at COP23 in Bonn, Germany

from the Ofice of Justice and Ecology of the 
Jesuit Conference of Canada and the US, 
and also the Bluein Tuna Initiative of the 
China Biodiversity Conservation and Green 
Development Foundation.

Ecojesuit team members engaged with 
various institutions at different levels.  Some 
were part of the oficial delegation talks in 
COP23, while others joined the different 
COP 23 events.  Locally, the Ecojesuit team 
was asked to teach in some of the classes 
in Aloisiuskolleg and meetings with the 
teachers and the School Master were venues 
for better understanding the social and 
environmental concerns in various parts of 
the world and what other Jesuit schools are 
doing.

Global gatherings such as COP23 are 
important venues to share and learn the 
diversity and complexity of the ecological 
concerns and the responses needed.  The 
gathering in Bonn provided Ecojesuit the 
opportunity to contribute to the Society’s 
discernment of universal apostolic 
preferences.  With this, the Ecojesuit 
Statement in Bonn COP23 (United Climate 
Action for the Common Home) emerged that 
identiies ive themes that are the basis for 
sustained action through to 2030.
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Ecojesuit, an ecology network of Jesuits and partners from around the world, joined other 
organizations at COP23 to learn from the global process that is responding to the challenges of 
climate change and its impact on people and the planet, share experiences, communicate urgent 
concerns from the local to the global, and take greater collaborative action.

COP23 put small islands on the world map, some of which are disappearing and increasing people’s 
vulnerability, and gave vital importance to shifting to a low global emission economy. We afirm the 
urgency to implement and increase the contribution to the Green Climate Fund, given the necessary 
focus on small island developing states (SIDS). The human tragedies faced by local people losing 
land and livelihood is already happening. We afirm the need to meet the more ambitious challenge 
of 1.5 degrees Celsius.

We seek more united action and communication through better collaboration in:

1 Implementing programs and protocols for disaster risk reduction and supporting SIDS and 
other communities throughout the world already suffering from massive loods and droughts as 
a result of climate change

2 Shifting from fossil fuels and destructive extraction industries that degrade both the 
environment and human rights, most often experienced by Indigenous Peoples and the 
marginalized who are increasingly criminalized for defending human rights, and this includes 
divestment efforts and an avoidance of a return to nuclear energy

3 Initiating and seeking greater agro-ecological food production, contributing to more collective 
forest, watershed, and marine resource management, reducing waste and ensuring the 
protection of adequate natural biomes so that agriculture and other land uses can be balanced, 
preventing ecosystem collapse

4 Engaging with communities, faith-based organizations, and church groups in achieving 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals and in this way, learn to simplify personal lifestyles 
and needs. The importance of personal relection, such as the prayerful use of an ecological 
examen, helps sustain action and build dialogue and collaboration across parishes and 
institutions.

5 Promoting an education that ensures integral learning and participation and capable 
of forming a new generation with hope and responsibility to create a better world. The 
development of knowledge products like Healing Earth text, Carbon Challenge, Flights for 
Forests and strategic outcomes from environmental conferences and workshops are resources 
needing integration into an educational model for change.

In living Laudato Si’, social, educational, and pastoral institutions and works are called to be a more 
decisive witness to and engagement with the cry of the people and the cry of the earth. In relecting 
upon the state of the world, we need to discern more deeply our priorities and commitment for more 
focused collective participation through the Church that cares for creation. Pope Francis reminds us 
that “the ecological crisis is also a summons to profound interior conversion…and that Jesus lived 
in full harmony with creation…” He thus calls us in the Church to accompany communities of justice 
and practice in sharing a moral compass and engendering greater hope.

Ecojesuit Team in Bonn, 17 November 2017

Statement of Ecojesuit, Bonn COP23
United Climate Action for the Common Home
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Laudato Si’ and Education:
Environment Is Relationship
Bonn COP23 Jesuit Side Event (13 November 2017)
 
Laudato Si’ placed the environment and the poor at the center of climate change and sustainable 
human development discussions. Land use change and the planetary boundaries – as 
experienced locally – are the basis for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) serving local needs 
along with greater economic inclusion.

How can Laudato Si’ be used as an educational tool to transform attitudes about natural 
resources?  Join a lively dialogue with Jesuits and friends from around the world, from Micronesia 
to Central Africa, from India to Latin America.

Agenda

8.00 – Arrivals
8.30 – Welcome by Martin Löwenstein SJ, Headmaster of the Aloisiuskolleg
8.35 – Welcome by Xavier Jeyaraj SJ, Social Justice & Ecology Secretariat, Rome
8.40 – Introducing the Dialogue – Pedro Walpole SJ, Ecojesuit Coordinator
8.45 – Keynote – Michael Garanzini SJ, Higher Education Secretariat, Rome
9.15 – Panel 1 – Laudato Si’ and food security

Moderator:
Andreas Carlgren, Newman Institute, Uppsala. Vice-chair of Stockholm Environment Institute. 
Former Minister for Environment (2006-2011), Sweden

Panelists:
1. Felix Löwenstein, BöLW (Organic farmer & Agronomist)
2. Nancy Tuchman, Institute of Environmental Sustainability (Loyola University Chicago)
3. François Delvaux, Food Sustainability Advocacy Oficer, CIDSE, Brussels
4. Sylvia Miclat, Executive Director, Environmental Science for Social Change, Philippines

Open Forum (15 min)
10.15 – Exhibit viewing & networking, coffee break
10.45 – Panel 2 – Laudato Si’ and natural resources

Moderator:
Cecilia Calvo, Environmental Justice Advisor, Jesuit Conference of Canada and US

Panelists:
1. Pedro Landa, Equipo de Relexión, Investigación y Comunicación, Honduras
2. Rigobert Minani SJ, Director, Jesuit Africa Social Centers Network
3. William Kostka, Executive Director, Micronesia Conservation Trust
4. Xavier Savarimuthu SJ, Green Educators Network, Saint Xavier’s College, Kolkata
5. Alicia Aleman Arrastio, Justice in Mining & Alboan, Bilbao

Open Forum (15 min)
11.45 – Closing Remarks – Klaus Vathröder SJ, Director, Jesuitenmission
12.00 – Light lunch at Aloisiuskolleg cafeteria
13.00 – 15.00 – Laudato Si’ Fair & Exhibition
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Dialogue Presentations

Michael Garanzini SJ
Higher Education Secretariat, Rome, Italy

Nancy Tuchman
Institute of Environmental Sustainability
Loyola University Chicago, Illinois, USA

Fr. Garanzini reminded the participants about the 
importance of Laudato Si’, saying it is “a work full of 
integrity and respects science, politics, truths from us, 
and the Gospel truth.” He praised Pope Francis as a 
man of integrity who speaks truth to power and does 
not shy away from scientiic or political facts. For him, 
Pope Francis is a man of great imagination, inclusion, 
and of initiative. Fr. Garanzini encouraged everyone, 
especially the youth, to bring the Laudato Si’ to the 
future as it needs young people who are willing to be 
bold, revolutionary, prophetic, and able to speak truth to 
power for a better world.  

Nancy talked about the initiatives of the Loyola 
University Chicago to create a more sustainable 
campus and teach students to care for the environment 
and think issues about it. She also discussed about 
the food systems and sustaible agriculture program 
of the Institute of Environental Sustainability where 
students are tauht about organic farming, integrated 
pest management approach, and how to grow crops 
sustainably. She briely explained Healing Earth, 
an online textbook written by scholars from Jesuit 
universities and social apostolates, which talks about 
major threats in the planet and uses an Ignatian 
pedagogy. 

Felix zu Löwenstein with Pedro Walpole SJ and Martin Löwenstein SJ
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Sylvia Miclat
Executive Director
Environmental Science for Social Change, Philippines

Pedro Landa
Equipo de Relexión, Investigación y Comunicación
El Progreso, Yoro, Honduras

Sylvia shared the experience of farmers in the 
Philippine upland with GMO and glyphosate. She 
mentioned that “farmers are then thrust into a cycle 
of debt that increasingly gets more dificult to escape 
from” because of the risks and other factors that 
might affect their harvests. She discussed the project 
being implemented by ESSC to investigate the socio-
economic dynamics and social justice implications 
of corn cultivation in the Philippines to gain a better 
understanding of the extent and magnitude of this 
phenomenon.

Pedro discussed about the exploitation of natural 
resources, emphasizing the relevance of Laudato Si’ 
in the context: “[W]e are the ones to lay our hands on 
things, attempting to extract everything possible from 
them while frequently ignoring or forgetting the reality 
in front of us” (LS 106). He also talked about private-
driven and export-oriented mineral extraction in Latin 
America and brought up and condemned the killings of 
environmental defenders, particularly in Honduras. He 
then called for “a need to respect the rights of peoples 
and cultures, and to appreciate that the development of 
a social group presupposes an historical process which 
takes place within a cultural context and demands the 
constant and active involvement of local people from 
within their proper culture” (LS 144).

Andreas Carlgren, Rigobert Minani SJ, Pedro Landa, and Cecilia Calvo
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cont... Dialogue Event Highlights

Rigobert Minani SJ
Director, Jesuit Africa Social Centres Network
Nairobi, Kenya

William Kostka
Executive Director, Micronesia Conservation Trust
Kolonia, Pohnpei, Micronesia

Xavier Savarimuthu SJ
Green Educators Network, St. Xavier’s College-Kolkata
Kolkata, West Bengal, India 

Alicia Aleman Arrastio
Justice in Mining & Alboan, Bilbao

Fr. Rigobert explained REBAC as a response to protect 
and manage Africa’s equatorial forests through 
the Ecclesial Network of the Congo Basin. He then 
pointed out that local community as one of the most 
vulnerable populations, as well as the main victims 
of globalization and climate change. He then quoted 
Laudato Si’ for the call “for particular attention to be 
shown to areas richer both in the number of species 
and in endemic, rare or less protected species.”

William explained their priority in Micronesia 
Conservation Trust (MCT) is on small community-
based adaptation projects. MCT partnership with 
Green Climate Fund will enhance access to climate 
inance and will help local communities in Micronesia 
take action to reduce the destruction of extreme 
weather events and improve their long-term planning 
to deal with a warming planet. 

Fr. Xavier talked about water-related concerns from 
the global context to the particular scenario in India. 
He briely discussed water-related disasters globally. 
He then echoed Pope Francis statement on water 
issues: “Water supplies used to be relatively constant, 
but now in many places demand exceeds the 
sustainable supply, with dramatic consequences in 
the short and long term” (LS 28).

Alicia discussed the complex process of breaking 
the ongoing deadlock in the mining idustry. She 
stated that it will not be possible to change the 
laws, regulations, and practices of mining industries 
without a change in mentality, lifestyle, and political 
behavior of people and the wider public opinion. 
She also added, “In changing structures, a careful 
consideration of political opportunities and an 
overall strategy to prioritize issues and processes in 
advocacy is necessary.”
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Pedro Landa, Cecilia Calvo, 
Jose Ignacio, and Xavier 
Savarimuthu (L-R)

Sue Martin, Pedro Walpole, Christian Modemann SJ, Nancy 
Tuchman, Dorothee Rölli with the staff of Aloisiuskolleg 

Cecilia Calvo moderated the 
second session on Laudato 
Si’ and natural resources 
during the dialogue event

Participants from China 
Biodiversity Conservation 
Green Development 
Foundation with P. Walpole .

Students from Aloisiuskolleg 
gave an opening prayer 
before the oficial start of the 
program

Klaus Vathröder SJ delivered 
the closing remark during the  
dialogue event

Pero Walpole SJ, SJES Director Xavier Jeyaraj SJ, and Jose 
Ignacio Garcia SJ during the dialogue event in Aloisiuskolleg
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Thousands of people from the US attended 
the non-national US Climate Action Center 
supported exclusively by non-federal to stand 
alongside the international community to show 
how the representation of the US on climate 
action runs beyond the federal government.

People gathered in big white igloo-shaped 
tents in solidarity with the 198 nations that 
unanimously adopted the Paris Agreement.  
Since the President announced on 1 June that 
the US will withdraw from the Paris Agreement, 
over 2,500 cities, states, tribes, universities, 
businesses and faith groups have signed onto 
the We Are Still In  movement.

Likewise launched is America’s Pledge report, 
“the irst communication to the international 
community speciically addressing the scope 
and scale of non-federal climate action in the US 
following the decision to withdraw from the Paris 
Agreement.” 

At the COP23 US Climate Action Center, 
panels of climate leaders inspired us with their 
examples of how we are still in with climate 
progress on greenhouse gas emissions, 
innovations in climate policy, entrepreneurship 
and technologies, and community climate 
action.  With California leading the way on cap-
and-trade policy, and cities and states across 
the country doubling down on their carbon 
reduction commitments, the US may well meet 
its Paris pledge regardless of what goes on in 
Washington. -N Tuchman

Engaging with COP23

During the forum, proposals that work towards 
effective climate policies supporting ecological 
conservation efforts, reduce deforestation and 
greenhouse gas emissions, and recognize the 
central role of local and indigenous communities 
as the best guardians of the forest, their lands 
and water, were put forward. Such proposals 
include respecting the self-determination 
and guaranteeing the land rights of local and 
indigenous communities, and placing dialogue, 
planning, and meaningful consultation with 
communities about proposals affecting their 
land and natural resources at the center.

Pope Francis in Laudato Si’ makes clear that 
care for creation is not an optional part of 
our Catholic faith but a requirement and a 
responsibility of every person living on the 
planet.  He declares that we can not ignore “the 
cry of the earth and the cry of the poor” in light 
of the environmental and social crisis facing 
humanity today.  The magnitude of this crisis 
demands a multifaceted and integral response. 
-C Calvo and P Landa

Placing dialogue, planning, and meaningful 
consultation with communities about 
proposals affecting their land and natural 
resources at the center.

People gathered in a big white igloo-shaped 
tents to show solidarity with the 198 nations 
that adopted the Paris Agreement.

Indigenous communities and 
international development 
cooperation at COP23
Lessons from the Forest Conservation through 
Community Rights and the Role of German 
Financial Involvement forum

US Climate Action Center
Representing the US on climate action
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The HEST ecology and environmental 
challenges cluster wants to do research 
to contribute to the needed ecosocial 
transformation.

Exploring further collaboration for the Congo 
Forest Basin in COP23.

Higher education for social 
transformation in Europe

Collaborating for the Congo 
Basin, sharing Laudato Si’

During discussions with staff of Central African 
Forests Commission (Commission des forêts 
d’Afrique centrale or COMIFAC) in Bonn, a 
question was why the REBAC network consisted 
of only Catholic groups.  It was clariied how 
REBAC came about and where the Catholic 
networks should be present in discussions on 
the future of the planet and how the encyclical 
Laudato Si’ is a response to this call.

COMIFAC involves 10 countries that are part of 
the Congo Basin. Its legal basis is the Yaoundé 
Declaration that “recognizes the protection 
of the Congo basin ecosystems as an integral 
component of the development process and 
reafirms the signatories’ commitment to work 
together to promote the sustainable use of the 
Congo basin forest ecosystems.”

COMIFAC shared that countries of the Congo 
basin are learning from the efforts in the 
Amazonia and has included a forest monitoring 
system, and allows them draw in international 
support to protect forests and promote 
sustainable forest management. Today all 
COMIFAC countries are currently implementing 
forest conservation policies and the national 
forest monitoring system will allow countries to 
report their results. -R Minani SJ

In the context of COP23 where ecological 
concerns are at the front and center, the ecology 
and environmental challenges cluster of the 
Higher Education for Social Transformation 
(HEST)  met in Bonn and discussed how to 
collaborate with the larger Ecojesuit  network in 
building a narrative based on Laudato Si’ and 
GC36.

The HEST ecology and environmental challenges 
cluster agreed to focus on the following 
questions:
1 What is the speciic contribution that Jesuits 

can provide in these matters?
2 Of the Jesuit values in this regard, which 

provide added value, what is unique, and 
what has been done elsewhere?

3 Are all Jesuit values covered by previous 
literature and research?  How can we place 
environmental science in a broader societal 
context?

4 How can our different institutions foster 
greater collaboration among themselves and 
beyond, learning from the larger network 
experience in environmental advocacy?

5 What has been done about the social 
implications of environmental problems which 
is also a part of environmental justice?

6 How can we incorporate Jesuit values, the 
option for the poor, and justice into real policy 
decision? (e.g., energy)-J Tatay SJ and JC 
Romero
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The rights of nature and the rights of the poor 
are inseparable.  This is especially the case with 
regard to indigenous peoples.  In the words of 
Laudato Si’, we must hear “both the cry of the 
earth and the cry of the poor.” (LS 49)  But legal 
systems are often stacked against the cries of 
the poor and the earth.  This was a key message 
of a COP 23 side event, the International Rights 
of Nature Tribunal.

The Global Alliance for the Rights of Nature 
coordinated the 4th International Rights of 
Nature Tribunal which took place on 7 and 8 
November. The format of the Tribunal is both 
simple and yet ingenious.  Using the 2010 
Universal Declaration of Rights of Mother Earth  
as its constitution, the Tribunal aims to expose 
the way legal systems contribute to climate 
change and environmental degradation.

Over the course of two days, 53 witnesses 
from 19 countries presented cases concerning 
violations of the rights of Nature.  A panel of 
the nine judges from seven countries was 
presided over by the prominent indigenous 
climate and environmental justice leader, Tom 
Mato Awanyankapi Goldtooth.  Presenting irst-
hand accounts, the witnesses demonstrated 
that whatever is agreed at the COP23 and 
subsequent meetings, action to combat climate 
change will be futile while governments continue 
to authorise coal mines, oil wells, hydraulic 
fracturing, exploitation of groundwater. 
-H Longbottom SJ

Testimonies of the Lakota Sioux at the 
International Rights of Nature Tribunal at 
COP23.

Defending the rights of nature: 
COP23 International Rights of 
Nature Tribunal

The Paciic calls for partnership: 
Paddling together with the
small island states at COP23

The Global South voice is getting louder in 
Kiribati and Tuvalu and was heard in the 10 
November event Our People, Our Land and Our 
Future where the Paciic Calling Partnership 
aimed to bring the views of people living 
in the islands and obtain responses from 
people they consider their main polluters.  The 
event was held at the Interconnections Zone, 
a transdisciplinary space for dialogue on 
sustainable development and climate action 
hosted by the German Development Institute / 
Deutsches Institut für Entwicklungspolitik (DIE).

Prime Minister Enele Sopoaga of Tuvalu and 
former president of the Republic of Kiribati 
Anote Tong spoke on the work that is happening 
at COP23 and the UN to hear the voice of the 
low-lying island states and the metaphor of 
all needing to ‘paddle together’ was used to 
describe the future desired.

Expressed during the event are statements that 
they are not leaving their islands and that a 
global temperature target of 2 degrees Celsius 
is not good enough.  It was made clear that a 
sovereign state will exist no matter where the 
sea level moves. -S Martin

Representatives from the Paciic Calling 
Partnership joined the Ecojesuit COP23 
side event 13 November at Aloisiuskolleg in 
Bonn, with Sue Martin at the left.
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Bikes to go to and from the Bula and Bonn 
zones at the COP23 venue in Bonn. 

A relection in Bonn during COP23: What change in lifestyle demands

The core change in our lifestyle is that we must 
begin always and at all times with being merciful.  
Being merciful calls for a change in lifestyle 
(GC36, D1.20).  If we begin with an attitude of 
mercy, then the challenge of simplicity is obvious 
and the world is not so complex that we cannot 
act.

If we begin each day with gratitude, gratitude 
for life and for God’s loving mercy, then we are 
free to go out to the world and not be bound 
by it.  This is the joy of the Gospel: that we 
announce God’s loving mercy and the message 
of reconciliation.  Even to the powerful and the 
rich, we must speak of their practice of humility 
and mercy.

We must caution ourselves that we must act 
with humility.  To the rich we must speak of 
humility and mercy, not simply judgement.  
Courage is constitutive of every apostolic action, 
we must not underestimate people’s capacity to 
say “Yes.”

We need to continue to experience the merciful 
gaze of God.  At the centre of every church, we 
look upon the image of the Christ cruciied to 
experience the merciful gaze of God who created 
this universe and wants us in our imperfections 
to live the mystery of life to the full.  Christ hangs 
cruciied for two reasons – so we may know 
forgiveness and so those who suffer know that 
he suffers with them. 

Collaboration in mission is to trust in God, not 
in any action.  Work with Indigenous Peoples 
and the land, going as far as addressing the 
planetary boundaries, is not just what my 
concern, but is part of the Jesuit mission – 
God’s mission.  I partake of this in becoming a 
companion in a mission of reconciliation and 
justice in the Philippines, as we all do in our 

different works of reconciliation.  I am constantly 
challenged to open a deeper participation in 
community and to invite others to participate in our 
mission in Bendum and the living landscape.

Conversation is marked by active and receptive 
listening and a desire to talk of that which touches 
us most deeply – creating trust and welcome.  
Solidarity is that we may enter more deeply into 
the suffering of humanity and creation through the 
passion and death of Jesus.

The instrumentalization of death as a tool of 
the powerful to control and instill fear is most 
deeply experienced through martial law in the 
Philippines, the killings of environmental defenders 
in Honduras, the continuous plight of refugees 
from Africa and Syria, among others.  This is the 
deepest challenge of our faith, to pass through this 
suffering in the waiting of Holy Saturday, when all 
is lost – especially a saviour – and in this active 
waiting and inding, the promise is fulilled.

In the presence of the risen Lord, we bring 
hope to a broken world.  Our encounter and the 
encouragement in meeting each other here in 
Bonn give us a newness of life and a message of 
hope. -P Walpole
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Those in attendance during the MCT 
signing ceremony included Vice President 
Yosiwo George of the Federated States 
of Micronesia, Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Lorin Robert, R&D Secretary Marion Henry, 
Environment Secretary Andrew Yatilman, 
Palau Minister of Environment Umiich 
Sengebau, Minister in Assistance David 
Paul of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs John Silk and 
other oficials from the Paciic and the rest of 
the world.

Signing up with the Green Climate Fund for Paciic resilience

An opportunity for communities of low 
lying islands to take greater control of their 
destinies emerged during the COP23 events as 
Micronesia Conservation Trust (MCT) signed an 
Accreditation Master Agreement with the Green 
Climate Fund, a global inancial mechanism 
to support efforts of developing countries, 
particularly the most vulnerable, in responding 
to the impacts of climate change.

MCT Executive Director William Kostka and part 
of the Ecojesuit team in Bonn said that through 
a partnership with the Green Climate Fund, the 
enhanced access to climate inance will help 
local communities in Micronesia take action 
to reduce the destruction of extreme weather 
events and to improve their long-term planning 
to deal with a warming planet.

The signing ceremony on 12 November 2017 
also followed the dedication of the Tony deBrum 
Meeting Room at the Bula Zone of the UNFCCC 
World Conference Center in Bonn.  Tony deBrum, 
former Foreign Minister of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands was a leading igure in the 
COP21 Paris talks and whose “1.5 to stay alive” 
became a catchphrase to remind people that 
low-lying islands will disappear with a 2 degree 
Celsius goal.  This lower temperature limit of 1.5 
degrees Celsius  was a last-minute intervention 
and pushed by a “high ambition coalition” of 
which deBrum was central.

The MCT supports biodiversity conservation 
and related sustainable development for the 
people of Micronesia in the Federated States of 
Micronesia, the Republic of Palau, the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands, the US Territory of 
Guam, and the Commonwealth of the Northern 

Mariana Islands.

The agreement opens the way for MCT and other 
groups to submit proposals for funding climate 
change projects that develop low-emission 
and climate-resilient paths for small island 
developing states.

William joined the Ecojesuit team in Bonn with 
the endorsement of Dave Andrus SJ who is part 
of the Reconciliation with Creation Task Force of 
the Jesuit Conference Asia Paciic and Thomas 
Benz SJ, superior of the Jesuit community in 
Micronesia.

P. Walpole SJ, Palau President Thomas 
Remengesau Jr., and William Kostka during 
the COP23 side meetings 
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From perverse resignation to re-signing to action, a message
from Pope Francis to COP 23 leaders and delegates

On 16 November, Pope Francis sent an oficial 
message to the delegates of COP23 gathered 
in Bonn,  Germany.  He warned world leaders 
of destructive climate change, reiterating what 
he powerfully stated in his encyclical Laudato 
Si’, not to fall victims of the “perverse attitudes” 
that can easily cause irreversible damage to the 
future of our planet. These attitudes are very 
important and timely reminders, especially when 
some leaders have decided to withdraw from the 
Paris climate accord and others keep speaking 
loudly although doing very little.

Of these perverse attitudes, I would like to relect 
on the question of “resignation.”  The Pope in his 
encyclical speaks of “nonchalant resignation.”  
In other words, this means unconcerned 
resignation to which most of us can often 
fall victims.  We say, “I cannot do anything,” 
“What can I do as an individual to change?” 
“My actions are just a drop in the ocean,” etc.  
Probably many of us may rationalise and justify 
our inaction by resignation to what we claim 
powerlessness to do anything.

I think there are two other pernicious forms of 
resignation, namely sophisticated resignation 
and uncomfortable resignation.

Sophisticated resignation: Some political leaders 
claim inability to transform the situation for the 
better, citing various vague reasons.  In their 
position as leaders who make policies, they even 
use every means to deny the facts and instead 
spread false information even when calamities 
happen. Their concern is not to change policies 

for the better but to accumulate more personal 
wealth for themselves and their resource-
plundering cronies and protect the activities 
which produce enormous wealth.  They think 
only of becoming wealthy rather than the future 
of the world and of future generations.  This form 
of hypocritical resignation is something similar 
to the denial of truth by the Pharisees and 
Sadducees in Jesus’ time.

Uncomfortable resignation: Majority of the poor 
and indigenous are often driven to when in fact, 
they are never happy to resign themselves to 
the situation in which they live.  But they have 
no option and no possibility to make the change 
while indigenous communities live in their 
cultural context.  Both groups become victims 
of government structure [politicians, the law, 
and police] and their right to natural resources. 
Though bitterly opposed to and uncomfortable 
with the decision made by unscrupulous 
leaders, they have no option but to be resigned 
to their fate.  The indigenous are the most 
vulnerable and are deliberately marginalised 
or accused of being anti-national when they 
protest.

What can we do to sensitize these three groups 
of people?

1 to those who are in unconcerned resignation 
– educate, motivate and encourage them to 
take simple actions, however small it may be, 
through change of lifestyles, inviting them to 
join groups that are making changes

2 to those who resort to sophisticated 
resignation – raise questions, challenge and 
disturb their conscience, just as Jesus did to 
the sophisticated Pharisees and the religious 
and political leaders

3 to those who are left to uncomfortable 
resignation – accompany, educate, offer 
hope and encourage them to demand their 
rights and support them in every possible 
way, in their struggle to prevent environmental 
damage.

Any form of resignation can only lead us to 
deeper frustration and depression.  We must 
only re-sign (follow or afirm once again) to 
act collectively to build a better universe for 
everyone, including “our brother sun and sister 
moon.” - Xavier Jeyaraj SJ

Exploring broader collaboration with Catholic 
communities, movements, and the Dicastery 
for Promoting Integral Human Development 
for COP24 in Katowice, Poland, and moving 
Laudato Si’ in this global discussion
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Students during the dialogue event in Aloisiuskolleg.

Justice in Mining: Moving beyond the deadlock

Justice in Mining is an international advocacy 
network inspired by Ignatian spirituality 
and works to protect human rights and the 
environment, seeking to ensure that mining only 
occurs where issues of equity and sustainability 
are addressed.  In Bonn, we were asked to 
relect on how to move beyond the current 
deadlock.

By deadlock we mean that the mining industry, 
governments, and lifestyles are not changing 
fast enough to ensure an effective transition 
that addresses the double ecological and social 
justice crisis emphasized by Pope Francis in 
Laudato Si’.

Justice in Mining believes there are two big 
avenues to move beyond this deadlock: i) 
change in structures, ii) change in cultures.

The change sought is multidimensional.  In 
changing structures, a careful consideration of 
political opportunities and an overall strategy 
to prioritize issues and processes in advocacy 
is necessary.  In terms of changes sought 
in broader society, the aim is to overturn 
the mainstream throwaway culture and the 
technocratic paradigm and cultivate a more 
meaningful culture that is centered on deeper 
values.

Justice in Mining wants to address three major 
lessons to help in moving the deadlock. The irst 
is to understand the power dynamics involved in 
the extractive sector.  For that, careful research 
and deep engagement with the local context is a 
must.

The second is the need for “customized” 
international support and deep accompaniment 

of those working on the ground.  The needs of 
activists and grassroots groups as they engage 
in a mining project cannot be planned in 
advance and it into a logical framework matrix.  
Deep accompaniment means being with the 
other for the good and the bad, in times of hope 
and despair.

Where democracy weakens and civil society 
space shrinks, it is expected that networks such 
as Justice in Mining and many churches become 
both a refuge of activists and a voice for peace 
and political participation, and this is happening 
in places like Honduras or the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.

The third lesson is the need to carefully select 
political advocacy processes that connect the 
local and the global, and contribute to build 
better conditions for a structural change in the 
mining governance.

As a result of previous experiences, two 
main paths were identiied where a positive 
contribution can be made in the coming years: 
i) support for a UN treaty on Human Rights 
and Business, and ii) divestment and ethical 
investment initiatives.

As these lessons are put into practice and all 
our resorts and Magis activated for political 
advocacy, Justice in Mining is deeply conscious 
of the need to change the mainstream 
throwaway culture and overturn the democratic 
paradigm.

This translates into the simple and powerful 
message expressed in Laudato Si’: live wisely, 
think deeply and love with generosity. -Alicia 
Aleman Arrastio
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Superior General Arturo Sosa SJ during 
GC 36 (GC 36 Communications).

Relections and Discussions on GC36 and Emerging 
Discernment of Priorities
Father Arturo Sosa, elected on 14 October 
as the 31st superior general of the Society of 
Jesus during the 36th General Congregation, 
is calling for a “reconciliation in the world” that 
means “we have to strive for reconciliation 
between human beings, reconciliation with 
God and reconciliation with the created world.”  
Jesuit responses to a rapidly changing world, 
environmental concerns, poverty, and violence 
are challenging its worldwide ministries.

And with Laudato Si’, the calls to respond to 
the social and environmental concerns need 
transformation to urgent action locally and 
globally, as planetary boundaries are breached 
and economic systems drive further exclusion 
of the many who are poor.  Individually, all are 
beckoned as well by Pope Francis to an internal 
ecology that strengthens and gives meaning to 
an ecological citizenship.

José Ignacio García, SJ, Social Apostolate 
Coordinator of the Jesuit Conference of 
European Provincials and a GC36 delegate 
shares his thoughts on how Laudato si’ is 
moving the dialogue on ecology:

“Pope Francis has taken a very long step forward 
and has produced a framework that is original 
and challenging to the Church and to the entire 
world.  This is the encyclical Laudato si’.

“We cannot tackle poverty, we cannot look 
to a different world, without being aware of 
the environmental connections in all these 
situations.  There are physical boundaries to 
this planet, we are pushing these limits, and we 
need to change this paradigm.

“I understand for many people this is dificult 
to accept because there is a sense that we are 
doing well because we are enjoying a better life.  
But what is happening is they are putting at risk 
the future of the planet and certainly the future 
of next generations.

“This is not something that will be solved 
because “I buy this product” or because “I 
stop buying it.”  The real transformation will go 
through the hearts and the minds of all of us, 

and for this, our religious convictions can be 
crucial.

“We are capable to give a testimony of solidarity, 
of engagement, of mercy.  We must be capable 
to be close to those who suffer most and be 
ready to mobilise our efforts to contribute to 
relieve their pain and suffering.

“We need to understand the phenomenon, we 
need to use science.  Laudato si’ is a wonderful 
example of dialogue between science and faith.

“And we need to ground our actions, our 
changes, not in a fashion that comes and goes 
but in our deep convictions.  Thinking that this 
will be zero cost, this is impossible.  We have to 
assume that it will be some cost for all of us and 
also for the corporations and the business world. 
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Some participants of the Ecojesuit@COP23 
event in Bonn, Germany.  In Fr. Sosa’s letters to the Society of Jesus (Our 

life is mission, mission is our life [8/2017], 
On discernment in common [11/2017], 
and Discernment of universal apostolic 
preferences [13/2017]), we are requested 
to be communities and institutes capable of 
experiencing reconciling with creation and to 
involve every apostolic work, drawing proit 
from the tensions and providing spiritual 
and intellectual depths during the process of 
discerning common apostolic planning and 
priorities.

Better collaboration is also sought towards 
more united action and communication in the 
following ecological action agenda, drawn from 
the global Ecojesuit statement in Bonn during 
COP23, United Climate Action for the Common 
Home:

1 Implementing programs and protocols 
for disaster risk reduction and supporting 
small island developing states and other 
communities throughout the world already 
suffering from massive loods and droughts 
as a result of climate change

2 Shifting from fossil fuels and destructive 
extraction industries that degrade both 
the environment and human rights, most 
often experienced by Indigenous Peoples 
and the marginalized who are increasingly 
criminalized for defending human rights, 
and this includes divestment efforts and an 
avoidance of a return to nuclear energy

3 Initiating and seeking greater agro-
ecological food production, contributing to 

more collective forest, watershed, and marine 
resource management, reducing waste and 
ensuring the protection of adequate natural 
biomes so that agriculture and other land 
uses can be balanced, preventing ecosystem 
collapse

4 Engaging with communities, faith-based 
organizations, and church groups in 
achieving the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals and in this way, learn to simplify 
personal lifestyles and needs. 

5 Promoting an education that ensures 
integral learning and participation and 
capable of forming a new generation with 
hope and responsibility to create a better 
world. The development of knowledge 
products like the Healing Earth text, the 
Ignatian Carbon Challenge, Flights for Forests, 
and strategic outcomes from environmental 
conferences and workshops are resources 
needing integration into an educational 
model for change. (See page 6 for the complete 
Ecojesuit statement.) 

Global, regional, and local ecological and socio-
economic concerns greatly challenge individuals 
and institutions and apostolates.  Serious social 
and ecological concerns in the Asia Paciic 
region call for different degrees of responses 
from various JCAP apostolates.  For example, the 
small island states and their vulnerability to the 
threats of sea level rise were a focus of global 
attention and response in the UN COP23 climate 
change talks in Bonn. 
-Jose Andres Ignacio/Ecojesuit Team
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Reconciliation is Relation and Action:

Integral Ecology
Human and natural relations determine 
the environment because they act as one: 
ecosystem lows, resource use, all manner of 
economic and inancial exchanges, as well as 
human movements. These relations need to 
be balanced so that different stresses do not 
weigh heaviest on the poor and the natural 
environment. 

Recognizing the amount of suffering and 
degradation already generated globally, there 
is a need for far greater reconciliation. As we 
enter the Anthropocene, not only is the very 
land changing, but our “sky,” our weather 
lows, and our ocean currents are forcing 
many of the poor to drastically adapt in order 

to survive. Our relations, exchanges and 
movements are surprisingly integral and so 
are the growing number of negative impacts 
from human activities.

Integral ecology is what we need to establish 
as the paradigm of sustainability that includes 
not only our daily practices and habits, but 
also our economic and political systems that 
must learn to respect the environment. Our 
educational systems are being reworked and 
science must focus on problem-solving, all 
moving for a better world.

Integral ecology in this way is a universal 
priority for all.

• Strengthen local capacity and  

encourage subsidiarity 

• Receive and respond immediately   

to local views

• Assure a unified sense of mission

• Include Ignatian values and its methods

• A reflection first on our life experiences  

and what we value, and gratitude for   

what we have

• Examen allows inner freedom and availability

• Finding consolation and a deep inner peace

• Spiritual and intellectual depth is obtained to 

respond to the challenges of today

• Reconciliation with Creation

• Identity, responsibility,  

and complementarity 

• Mainstream the participation 

• Discernment brings about commitment

• Draws us closer to the reality  we want  

to transform

• Foundation for planning

Way of Proceeding
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Climate change is growing in its global impact especially on lives of people at the margins. 
Intense storms, sea level rise and droughts are affecting many communities and often 
where Jesuit institutions are operating.

Responses to catastrophic events are collaborative in nature, joining local efforts and 
guiding important international support. The Jesuit Conference Asia Paciic (JCAP) 
coordination protocol outlines steps for Jesuits within JCAP when responding to disasters 
that impact the lives of people and communities within their reach. This process is 
ongoing in collaboration with other organizations and there is much learning from the 
experiences of Jesuit people on the ground. This process of coordinating is also being 
used in areas of social accompaniment in post-conlict areas.

A wider range of coordination beyond disaster relief is essential if we are to make a 
difference. Long before the threat develops hazards on the ground must be identiied and 
local options developed. Increased collaboration across different phases in disaster risk 
reduction and management is necessary so resilience is not temporary recovery after one 
event only to be knocked down by the next. 

Xavier Network, an organization of Jesuit European NGOs, provides international 
humanitarian aid and reconstruction and rehabilitation assistance in affected areas, as 
part of its mission in understanding solidarity and promoting justice in the world.

1 Disaster Risk Reduction and Water

Build Back Better

Themes of Ecojesuit
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The Small Islands Developing States (SIDS)
The SIDS are a distinct group of developing countries facing economic, social and 
environmental vulnerabilities. They are among the world’s smallest countries; many are 
remotely located on small parcels of land dwarfed by vast surrounding oceans. During 
Rio+20, the challenges to sustainable development that SIDS face were identiied. These 
include “their small size, remoteness, narrow resource and export base, and exposure to 
global environmental challenges and external economic shocks, including to a large range of 
impacts from climate change and potentially more frequent and intense natural disasters.” 
(The Future We Want, para 178)

UNIQUE AND FRAGILE BIODIVERSITY

DEPENDENCE ON IMPORTED FUELS;  

LIMITED RESOURCES TO TRANSITION  

TO RENEWABLE ENERGY

INADEQUATE SUPPLIES OF FRESH 

WATER AND THE LAND NEEDED  

TO MANAGE WASTE 

EXPENSIVE TRANSPORT AND 

COMMUNICATION COSTS

LIMITED SCALE TO COMPETE  

IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY

Challenges of SIDS

Two-Year Drought in Africa 

Continuous periods of drought affected 40 million people in southern and eastern 
Africa. In 2015/16, El Niño impacted across the globe and has since been forgotten. 
While some countries were affected by a six-month drought this from of creeping 
disaster has held on in eastern and southern Africa and rural communities are 
struggling all this time to survive lacking in most cases basic service. Only with the 
advent of mismanagement of natural resources and massive infrastructure in Cape 
Town does the problem gain international awareness.

And this is now brought to an urban intensity as Cape Town braces itself for Day Zero 
each year. Four million residents in this South African megacity  are experiencing 
the vulnerabilities brought about by urbanization.  Chris Chatteris SJ from the Jesuit 
Institute of South Africa wrote “we all know what we have to do: use less.  There is an 
ethical and even a spiritual urgency about all this – a pressing need to care for the 
common good and the necessity to summon up the self-sacriice required to change 
our behaviour appropriately.”

For more information, visit:
www.jesuitinstitute.org.za/index.php/2017/08/26/o-water-did-we-not-listen/
www.ourmicronesia.org/
www.cpalsj.org
www.en.jrs.net
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Seventy percent of the carbon driving climate change comes from the use of fossil 
fuels globally and this is sustained by 90 corporate and state entities that are 
responsible for an estimated 65 percent of all greenhouse gas emissions from 
1751 to 2013. This needs to be reduced drastically and transitions made. There 
is a need to respond to the human rights abuses occurring in many resource-rich 
countries in fossil fuel extraction, as well as to the land and water degradation. The 
economic model will continue to be subjected to growing instability until it shifts to a 
cyclical relation not based on stockpiling waste.

The Jesuits in English Canada, Italy, and Australia have joined the global movement 
in fossil fuel divestment.  

Over half of world’s nuclear plants under construction are in Asia
In South Korean the Catholic priests and nuns take the lead in protesting against 
nuclear power. Between South Korea and Japan there are 60+ nuclear power plans 
that have reached their use-by date, but where to store the waste? The Fukashima 
disaster now affecting the Paciic Ocean is but a foretaste of the risks globally. 
Japan, the US, and France account for more than 50% of all nuclear power plants in 
operation on an output basis. But the projected output of plants under construction 
tells a very different story. China alone accounts for nearly 40% of the total and Asia 
as a whole makes up over 60%.  
(Source: NIkkei Asian Review and World Nuclear Association)

2 Energy and Fossil Fuel Divestments

For more information, contact or visit:
jesam.info@jesuits.net   www.jesuits.or.kr/
arrcc.org.au,     www.jesuits-japan.org/
jcsaweb.org    justiceinmining.com
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Opening the Gates of the Galilee Basin
Adani’s Carmichael coalmine, rail and port projects pose a major threat to the Great Barrier Reef 
in Australia and to the rest of Asia where the coal will be burned, undermining achievements in 
the shift to clean energy. 

Source: Greenpeace Australia Pacific, 2015
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Land use change is now critically weakening the 
local to global interconnectivity of ecological systems 
and natural diversity. Negative impacts are evident in 
many of the world’s unique environments from coral 
reefs to the Amazon to the Arctic.

Commercial agriculture, infrastructure, and mining 
account for more than 70% of ecosystem loss, which 
is of global concern, while also contributing 30% of 
carbon emissions affecting climate, not to mention 
biodiversity loss, release of chemical pollutants and 
increased hardship for many communities. This 
highlights the need for greater attention to land-use 
change.

At a local level, organic farming is a method that help 
stabilize the environment. A landscape approach 
to land management is essential in order to have 
balanced and optimal food production.

3 Organic Farming and Land Use Change

For more information, contact or visit:
jascnet.admin@jesuits.net 
www.redamazonica.org.en

Research on sustainable organic 
agriculture techniques in Lusaka, 
Zambia (Photo from katczm.org)
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Lifestyle change is the biggest challenge to most people living 
above the poverty line and the starting point for many to become 
committed “ecological citizens.” While daily consumption is illed 
with single use plastic for convenience and often private transport, 
every one is made part of the problem and need to push against 
the waste-based economy demanding change and greater 
simplicity. Focused on consumption people are called to adopt a 
simpler lifestyle, one where enough not more is the inherent value.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development brings a more 
holistic way of looking at development issues, recognizing that 
“social and economic development depend on the sustainable 
management of our planet’s natural resources.” Natural capital 
stocks? explain? and ecosystem service lows crosscut all human 
activities in achieving the SDGs.

In response to the call of Laudato Si’, individuals and 
institutionalized communities are called to a simpler lifestyle. 
In utilizing SDGs as a process of engagement, the link to global 
desires and achievements becomes much more evident; through 
witness and accompaniment, we can achieve more at locally. 
Ultimately the economic and inancial systems have to come 
to terms with a zero growth cyclical economy where social and 
economic inclusion of the margins not endless growth and growing 
inequality are the model.

4 Lifestyle Initiatives Using Sustainable Development 
Goals from Local to Global

For more information, visit: sjcuria.org, jesedurio2017.educatemagis.org, or entreculturas.org 
Adapted from The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) with revisions from Ecojesuit 
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One of the most important priorities is always caring for the growth of the next generations. 
Beyond sustaining basic needs of food, water, health, shelter, safety, community and culture, 
education is integral in being able to respond to change and to ind opportunities. Education 
challenges this generation to be part of a cohesive and productive society, integral in its 
relations and sustaining the environment for all. We need to be prepared for a lifelong 
learning and understanding of the adaptations, responsibilities and creativity necessary in 
lifestyle, community and economy for a better world. 

“Yet this education, aimed at creating an ‘ecological citizenship’, is at times limited to 
providing information, and fails to instill good habits. The existence of laws and regulations is 
insuficient in the long run to curb bad conduct, even when effective means of enforcement 
are present. If the laws are to bring about signiicant, long-lasting effects, the majority of 
the members of society must be adequately motivated to accept them, and personally 
transformed to respond. Only by cultivating sound virtues will people be able to make a 
selless ecological commitment…” (Laudato Si’, 211)

There are multiple initiatives and learning practices that are contributing to this focus in our 
educational institutions.

Healing Earth is a free online 
environmental teaching resource. It looks 
through the scientiic, ethical, spiritual, and 
action steps of each topic.  It addresses the 
most pressing environmental issues of our 
time: loss of biodiversity, natural resource over-
extraction, transition to sustainable energy, 
the quality and availability of food and water, 
and global climate change. All of these issues 
threaten our common home, disproportionately 
affecting the marginalized people of the world 
and having enormous impacts on the global 
economy, social violence, climate refugees, and 
world poverty.

For more information, visit www.luc.edu/ijep

5 Education and Solidarity

Science alone will not provide for a more sustainable world
Jesuit institutions are coming together, shaping a common ground, to understand better 
the need to integrate sustainability science and values. The effort is to promote greater 
engagement and understanding among those doing environmental science and those 
working with local communities for sustained initiatives on resource management, 
transformative education, simple lifestyle, and greater collaboration.  
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In recent years Jesuit institutions have held highly creative and engaging conferences 
and symposia across the globe. Need for a global perspective is urgent as these events 
continue to spark new initiatives, collaboration and a deepening of the Ignatian identity and 
mission. Recent participation in COP23 Bonn as a learning experience but also exploratory 
participation in such global and political events are helping shape joint action. How can 
these events act as a prism to focus further collaboration?  The challenge is how do we 
achieve greater synergy across these events and programs of participation, learning and 
action?

Ecojesuit seeks further networking and collaboration at global, regional, and local levels 
of shared actions for climate, energy landscape and lifestyle change. We call for greater 
solidarity in support of those at the margins and in threatened and fragile ecosystems.

Jesuit Gatherings on Climate, Justice and Care for Creation

Flights for Forests
Flights for Forests is a voluntary carbon 
accountability scheme that seeks to 
generate commitment amongst Jesuits 
and the Jesuit institutions globally to 
support natural resource management 
at the local level and contribute to 
helping rural communities affected by 
global, economic, and climate changes.

For more information, contact 
lights4forests@gmail.com or visit www.
ecojesuit.com

Ignatian Carbon Challenge
The Ignatian Carbon Challenge aims 
to respond to our current ecological 
context, the needs of the global 
community, and Pope Francis’s 
call to be responsible stewards of 
creation. High school students, faculty, and other community members, as well as institutions will 
learn about climate change and appropriate, concrete methods for living more sustainable lives.

For more information, visit ignatiansolidarity.net
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Michael Garanzini SJ is 
chancellor and former president 
of Loyola University Chicago, 
and serves as the Secretary 
of Higher Education for the 
Society of Jesus, responsible for 
animating and supporting the 
network of Jesuit institutions 
around the world. A seasoned 
university administrator, 
professor, author, and scholar, 
he has been a leader in Jesuit 
higher education for more than 
three decades. 

John Braverman SJ is a 
Jesuit of the Maryland Province 
of the Society of Jesus. He 
majored in biology at Princeton 
University. His doctorate in 
Population Biology is from the 
University of California in Davis, 
California. John completed a 
Master of Divinity degree at 
the Jesuit School of Theology 
in Berkeley, California. He 
was ordained to the Catholic 
priesthood in 2009. 

Andreas Carlgren works 
at the Newman Institute, the 
irst Jesuit University College 
in Sweden, developing an 
educational program in 
social science, with focus of 
environment and justice. He is 
also the Vice Chair of Stockholm 
Environment Institute, at the 
Board of the Swedish Institute 
for the Marine Environment, 
and a senior advisor to the think 
tank Global Challenge.

Pedro Walpole SJ is the 
Coordinator for Reconciliation 
with Creation of the Jesuit 
Conference Asia Paciic, 
moving an ecological agenda 
and exploring collaboration. 
Recently, Pedro has taken up 
the work of global coordination 
for GIAN Ecology, now called 
Ecojesuit. Pedro is the 
Director for Research of the 
Environmental Science for 
Social Change.

Cecilia Calvo is the Senior 
Advisor on Environmental Justice 
of the Ofice of Justice and 
Ecology of the Jesuit Conference 
of Canada and the United 
States. In this new role, Calvo 
leads the environmental justice 
efforts of the Jesuit Conference, 
collaborating with province 
social ministry ofices, Jesuit 
institutions and Jesuit-afiliated 
works abroad.  

Alicia Aleman Arrastio 
combines her work as a 
researcher and networking 
oficer in ALBOAN Foundation 
with her doctoral studies at 
the University of Deusto. She 
holds a BA in Political Science, 
a graduate certiication in 
Public International Law and 
International Relations from 
the University of the Basque 
Country, and an MsC in Natural 
Resources and Conservation 
Sciences from the University of 
Idaho.

Key Speaker, Moderators, Panelists, and the Organizing Team
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Felix Prinz zu Löwenstein 
is a German agricultural scientist 
and farmer. After Jesuitenkolleg 
St. Blasien, he studied at the 
Faculty of Agriculture of the 
Technical University of Munich 
in Weihenstephan where he 
graduated with a doctorate 
in 1982. After a three-year 
development aid activity in 
Haiti , he took over the parental 
agricultural and forestry 
enterprise and converted the 
farm in South Hesse.

Nancy Tuchman is the 
Founding Dean of the Institute 
of Environmental Sustainability 
(IES) in Loyola University 
Chicago, where she has served 
for more than 25 years. Prior 
to being appointed Dean of 
IES, Dr. Tuchman served as a 
Professor of Aquatic Ecology 
in the Department of Biology 
and as Program Oficer in the 
Ecosystem Studies Program at 
the National Science Foundation 
in Washington D.C.

François Delvaux is the 
Climate & Agriculture and Food 
Sovereignty Oficer at CIDSE. 
CIDSE is an international 
family of 18 Catholic social 
justice organisations working 
together with others to promote 
justice, harness the power of 
global solidarity and create 
transformational change to end 
poverty and inequalities.  We 
do this by challenging systemic 
injustice and inequity as well as 
destruction of nature. 

Pedro Landa, Honduran, 52 
years. Historian, Philosopher, 
Theologian. Researcher and 
defender of human and 
environmental rights. For 
20 years he has worked in 
Latin America exposing the 
corruption, impunity and 
violence of the extractivist 
model. He has published 
research on the impacts of 
mining on states, communities 
and human rights defenders. 

Rigobert Minani Bihuzo 
SJ is a Congolese Jesuit born on 
13 Oct 1960 in Bukavu, DRC. 
He is the Africa Social Apostolate 
Coordinator and Director of the 
Jesuit African Social Centers 
Network (JASCNET)since 2011. 
A human rights and peace 
standing activist in DR Congo, 
he is a co-founder of Groupe 
Jeremie (a Human Rights Group) 
and the founder of (RODHECIC 
) a network of 80 faith based 
human rights organizations) in 
DRC. 

Sylvia Miclat is currently the 
Executive Director of the Institute 
of Environmental Science 
for Social Change (ESSC), a 
Jesuit environmental research 
organization that promotes 
environmental sustainability and 
social justice through integrating 
scientiic methodologies and 
social processes, networking 
across the Asia Paciic region in 
moving an agenda of science for 
sustainability. 
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Dorothee Rölli is a senior 
teacher of English and German 
at the Aloisiuskolleg Bonn. She 
also leads AKOfair, a group 
founded in 2014 to take a closer 
look at the topic of justice and 
fairness in relation to everyday 
life. AKOfair works to create 
awareness among students and 
colleagues about sustainable 
consumption and promote 
ecologically, economically and 
socially responsible practices 
especially in the campus. 

Klaus Vathröder SJ is 
the director of Jesuit Mission 
Germany and coordinator of 
Xavier Network, the network of 
all Jesuit Mission Ofices and 
Jesuit Development NGOs in 
Europe, Canada and Australia. 
He holds a master’s degree 
in Theory of Economics and 
Political Economics from the 
Catholic University Andrés Bello 
(UCAB) in Caracas, Venezuela 
where he lived for 12 years. 

William Kostka has served 
as the Executive Director of 
Micronesia Conservation 
Trust (MCT) since 2006. In 
addition to his executive 
duties, he also serves as the 
Co-coordinator of the Paciic 
Islands MPA Community, an 
initiative funded by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Prior to joining 
MCT Management he served as 
one of the founding members of 
the MCT Board of Directors. 

Martin Löwenstein 
SJ is the new rector of 
the Aloisiuskolleg, a state-
recognised co-educational 
Gymnasium, run by the Society 
of Jesus; it currently has around 
720 pupils. The boarding 
section offers places for about 
60-80 boys and girls.

Xavier Savarimuthu SJ is 
a Jesuit priest and the director 
of department of Environmental 
studies at a premier Jesuit 
higher education institute, St. 
Xavier’s College, Kolkata, West 
Bengal, India. He teaches and 
guides research scholars in the 
departments of environmental 
studies and microbiology with 
a Ph.D. on arsenic poisoning 
and its health impacts on the 
affected population in West 
Bengal. 

Xavier Jeyaraj SJ is the 
Secretary of the Social Justice 
and Ecology Secretariat (SJES) 
of the Society of Jesus in Rome, 
Italy since June 2017. He 
submitted his doctoral research 
in the ield of Social Work on 
a people’s movement against 
coalmines in India in May 2017. 
Before assuming this new role 
as Secretary of SJES, he was 
the Assistant Secretary of SJES 
for 3 years (2012-2014) and 
Coordinator of Social Apostolate 
of Society of Jesus in South Asia 
for 5 years (2007-2011). 
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Jaime Tatay SJ works at 
the Universidad Pontiicia 
Comillas ICAI-ICADE, Madrid 
(Spain), developing an 
educational program in religion, 
environmental ethics and 
Catholic social teaching. He 
is also the director of “Razón 
y Fe”, a Spanish century-old 
Jesuit cultural magazine. Mr. 
Tatay holds a masters degree 
in forestry and a doctorate in 
theology. 

Christian Modemann SJ 
teaches physics and religion 
in Aloisiuskolleg in Bonn and 
is in charge of the after-school 
care of the younger pupils. He 
responsible for the astronomy 
group of the college.

Rowena Soriaga has 
been working with natural 
resource management and 
rural development concerns 
over the past 23 years, mainly 
through the Environmental 
Science for Social Change 
(ESSC) and Asia Forest Network 
(AFN). She currently serves as 
ESSC Program Development 
Specialist and AFN Adviser. 

Henry Longbottom SJ is a 
British Jesuit currently working 
for the Jesuit European Social 
Centre (JESC) in Brussels. 
Prior to entering the Society 
of Jesus, he was an attorney 
at law for an international 
commercial law irm based in 
London specialising in energy 
projects, environmental and 
zoning regulation, and public law 
litigation. Henry has carried out 
pro bono work for Friends of the 
Earth UK and the London Mining 
Network.

Sue Martin Since 2009, 
Sue has been the part-time 
Sustainability Centre coordinator 
at St Ignatius’ Riverview, working 
to implement the School 
Environmental Management 
Plan and assist Jesuit schools 
across Australia as they care 
for our common home. The 
Reconciliation with Creation 
network of sustainability 
coordinators in Australian 
schools is working on many 
shared projects. 
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Some Events Prior to Ecojesuit at COP23 

Ecojesuit gatherings shed light on speciic concerns in ecology and provide the context for planning 
and coordinating actions.

The irst round of these gatherings focused on sustainability science, local wisdom and risk 
resilience informed by local contexts in Malaybalay, (Philippines), Kolkata (India), Nairobi (Kenya) 
and Namur (Belgium). Jesuits and partners from these four regional meetings relected on how 
“our world is at risk” and sought to hear other thoughts on how to make a difference. This series 
of regional meetings led to collaborating with Stockholm Environment Institute in organising 
the Call to Dialogue on Sustainability Science and Values among 40 scientists, educators and 
practitioners. The Task Force then joined UNFCCC COP 21 in Paris in solidarity with movements 
to motivate the enactment of the Climate Accord, which is crucial to achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

21-23
MAY
2014

27-29
MAR
2015

31 AUG-
4 SEP
2015

Conference on Transformative Land and Water Governance 
Bukidnon, Philippines

Global Climate Change and Water Disasters
Xavier College, Kolkata, India

Jesuit Conference for Africa and Madagascar (JESAM) 
Ecology Water Week
 Nairobi, Kenya
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23-25
NOV

2015

30 NOV- 
12 DEC
2015

2 OCT- 
12 NOV
2016

16-17 
MAR
2017

18 JUN 
2015

Celebration of Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’: Care for our Common Home

Dialogue on Sustainability Science and Values
Stockholm, Sweden

Ecojesuit Participation in UNFCCC COP21
Paris, France

Relection on the Society of Jesus General Congregation 36
Rome, Italy

Climate Justice: The Struggle for Our Common Home
4th Sustainability Conference
IES-Loyola University Chicago, USA

©AFP
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Aloisiuskolleg
Alboan
Apostolado Social de la Conferencia de Provinciales Jesuitas de América (CPAL 
Social Centers)
Bund Ökologische Lebensmittelwirtschaft (BÖLW)
CIDSE
Conference of European Provincials (CEP)
Conferencia de Provinciales Jesuitas de América Latina (CPAL)
Ecojesuit
Edujesuit
Environmental Science for Social Change (ESSC)
Institute of Environmental Sustainability – Loyola University Chicago (IES)
International Jesuit Ecology Project – Loyola University Chicago (IJEP)
Ignatian Solidarity Network (ISN)
Jesuitenmission
Jesuits of Africa and Madagascar (JESAM)
Jesuit Conference Asia-Paciic (JCAP) – Reconciliation with Creation Program
Jesuit Conference of Canada and the United States (JCCUS) – Ofice of Justice 
and Ecology
Jesuit Conference of South Asia (JCSA)
Jesuit European Social Centre (JESC)
Justice in Mining Network
Leopold Bachmann Stiftung
Micronesia Conservation Trust
Misereor
Réseau Ecclésial du la Forêt du Bassin du Congo (REBAC)
Red Eclesial PanAmazonica (REPAM)
St. Ignatius’ College Riverview
Saint Joseph’s University
Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat (SJES)
Universidad Pontiicia Comillas ICAI-ICADE
St. Xavier’s College Kolkata
Xavier Network – European Jesuit NGO Network

Partners
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Pedro Walpole SJ
Coordinator, Ecojesuit
c/o Environmental Science for Social Change (ESSC)
1/F Manila Observatory Building
Ateneo de Manila University Campus
Loyola Heights Quezon City 1108 Philippines
Web www.ecojesuit.com
Email: ecojes.coordinator@gmail.com
Tel +632 926 0452

Regional links and contacts:
Jesuits of Africa and Madagascar (JESAM) (jesam.info)
Charles Chilufya - cchilufya@jesuits.net

Conferencia de Provinciales en América Latina y El Caribe (CPAL) (cpalsj.org)
Alfredo Ferro Medina SJ - alferrosj@gmail.com

Jesuit Conference of European Provincials (CEP) (jesuits.eu)
Peter Rožič SJ - peter.rozic@jesc.eu

Jesuit Conference of South Asia (JCSA) (jcsaweb.org; gianecologysa.com)
Xavier Savarimuthu SJ - sxavi2005@gmail.com

Jesuit Conference of Canada and the United States (JCCUS) (jesuits.org)
Cecilia Calvo - ccalvo@jesuits.org

Jesuit Conference Asia Pacic (JCAP) (sjapc.net/what-we-do/reconciliation-creation)
Sylvia Miclat - ecojcap@gmail.com

Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat (SJES) (sjweb.info/sjs)
Xavier Jeyaraj SJ - sjesdir@sjcuria.org


