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Global Ignatian Advocacy NetworR Ecology
Action Plan 2014-2015




BACKGROUND ﬁ

After the 35th Jesuit General Congregation (2008), the
Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat (SJES) created

a working group (2010), which wrote a document

entitled: Healing a Broken World'. The effort is to help us
understand the present situation in relation to our apostolic
responses, allowing us to deepen our commitment to
healing and reconciliation, thus making them more integral

to our mission. “Healing a Broken World" seeks to

make

reconciliation with creation more grounded within the
Society of Jesus, offering a number of recommendations to
the Conferences, Provinces and Communities.

ABOUT GIAN-ECOLOGY

GIAN initiatives focuses on the five themes, which are seen
as major concerns of our time, and subsequently define the
five networks of GIAN:
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The Global Ignatian Advocacy Network
(GIAN) on Ecology is a network in

the Society of Jesus that promotes
awareness, information and engagement
in environmental concerns. Jesuits
appreciate the global concerns as they
themselves often come from the sciences
and social action and are committed to
environmental responsibility.

The GIAN Ecology Core Group has
organised two main meetings since

its inception: in Chicago (2012) and
Stockholm (2013). These meetings
reaffirmed the discussions and reflections
of those members who participated

in the Rio+20 Summit. Twenty years

after the Earth Summit (the United
Nations Conference on Environment

and Development or UNCED) that took
place in the same city, where many are
asking, “What was achieved since then"?
Jesuits and collaborators in ecology seek
to initiate actions that support the 2015
sustainable development framework, with
focus on human development and natural
resource management.

On the other hand, GIAN-Ecology set

up in 2010 “Ecojesuit”, a platform that
communicates concerns about and
responses to major challenges of our time
connecting with environment, natural
resources and the people: such as water,
mining, food security, climate change,
disaster resilience, economic inclusion,
capacities, energy and indigenous peoples.
This initiative has been a milestone for
Jesuits and collaborators in ecology as it
opens up avenues for Jesuits in science
and ecology, education, pastoral and
other apostolic communities share their
understanding and outlook as well as their
reflections, which helps us deepen our
commitment to reconciliation with creation.



ECOLOGY NETWORK

MISSION

“To contribute to dialogue and action
in respect of the values and changes
necessary for sharing in a sustainable
Earth. This mission is both global and
regional, with its roots in community”.

VISION

“A diverse global society that takes
responsibility for caring for the neighbour
and for a sustainable Earth”.

ORGANISATION STRUCTURE

The Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat
(SJES) of the Jesuit Curia in Rome
promoted GIAN-Ecology. The Jesuit
European Social Centre (JESC) in Brussels
coordinates GIAN-Ecology, with a stable
core group membership in India, the
Philippines and the Democratic Republic
of the Congo. The core group links planned
actions throughout the regions.

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of GIAN-Ecology are three-
fold:

1. To strengthen the regional network’s
links with diverse stakeholders

2. Todialogue with the scientific
community and with belief-systems,
on the role of values and civil society
in achieving effective change

3. Toengagein the theme of Water, in
aspects both of sharing and safety

These objectives have led us forward
in identifying ongoing and potential
significant global action for networking.

KEY AREAS OF ACTION

The Key Areas of Actions resulting from
the progressive development of GIAN-
Ecology since 2011. |t establishes the
grounded actions of GIAN Ecology for
2014-2015.

1. Ecology and Jesuits in
Communications “Ecojesuit”?2

JESC in Brussels and the Environmental
Science for Social Change (ESSC) in
Manila edits Ecojesuit, promoting
greater awareness of our ecology and
engagements through responsibility
for how we live, deeper and more
sensitive formation and engagement
with an even broader global basis for

action. It is an online global newsletter,
currently in Spanish and English, open
to all who share this vision and action.
From February 2012 it appears every two
weeks rather than monthly. A Facebook
page was opened on October 2012 and
started activity as @Ecojesuit on Twitter
on November 2012.

Ecojesuit is becoming a reference
platform and a relevant source of
information:

« As anonline newsletter, it provides
exclusive and original articles

+ Engages with the United Nations
(UN) process: attending the UN
Conference on Climate Change
(Copenhagen, 2009) and the Rio+20
Earth Summit (2012), and joining the
campaign UN - World Water Day 2013
in the framework of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) and Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

« Itis cited by academic and research
publications and sustainability

2. Water Programme

GIAN-Ecology has taken a common
theme of Water for All, given regional
differences and capacities. The network
had the opportunity to meet with
members of the environmental science
community (notably with the Stockholm
Environmental Institute) in Stockholm in
September 2013 during the World Water
Week 3

The concern for water is crucial to all,
though in different ways. The theme
“Water for all” and its related concerns
(technical, political, economic, social,
ethical, and religious), is of major interest
for everyone, for those already involved
and for those not yet involved.

3. Stockholm Dialogue: Science and
Values

Jesuits find they are questioned (and
need to respond) by the commitment of
many, the magnitude of the challenges
and the real threat to the people,
especially those in the margins. The
response is to promote honest and
deep dialogue on transformative values
in an effort to mutually reinforce our
commitments.

The Ecology Network seeks to provide
a seminar or a side event for the World
Water Week on a well marked off topic
- water as a human right and perhaps
go beyond rights to global integrity - as

rights are political and only for access.
The effort is to expand idea into a
dialogue framed as an itinerary process
in some steps, with a much wider theme
- dialogue about values - and with the
scientific community as a target group.

4. Disaster Risk Reduction Protocol -
Asia Pacific?

lIn 2012, the Jesuit Conference of

Asia Pacific developed a protocol for
responding to disaster events. The
document outlines practical steps to be
taken by Jesuits within the Conference
in response to disasters that impact the
lives of people and communities. Our
responses to these catastrophic events
are collaborative in nature, joining

local efforts and guiding important
international support. This document s a
work in progress that is being developed
as a guide for collaborative response
and action for disaster risk reduction and
management (DRRM).

Globally, Xavier Network, which operates
as an International Cooperation
Development, has organised
humanitarian aid programmes in nature’s
catastrophes or war conflicts. They work
in emergency aid processes, rehabilitation
or reconstruction of affected areas.

5. Amazonia

The Amazonia is an area that is crucial

in stabilising the global climate. The
network seeks to respect and support
Indigenous communities living in the
Amazonia and respond to the call of Pope
Francis for “respect and protection of the
entire creation, which God has entrusted
to man, not so that it be indiscriminately
exploited, but rather made into garden™®

5. Environment Outlook

JCAP-Ecology recently published an
environmental report that presents a
brief overview of key environmental
concerns, advocacy initiatives, events,
policies and discoveries in Asia Pacific
entitled “Environment Outlook 2013".
The report is based on the responses of
Jesuits and collaborators in reconciling
with creation.”

It is proposed that the network develops
a similar report to facilitate a global
outlook and deepening discussions on
ecology.



6. Healing Earth, Living Text

The group supports the development
of “Healing Earth, Living Text’, a living
textbook of the International Jesuit
Ecology Project headed by Michael
Garanzini SJ, President of the Loyola
University Chicago and Secretary

for Jesuit Higher Education. Much of
the contributors are from the GIAN-
Ecology group who share the vision of
weaving together science, spirituality
and ethics so that science teachers and
their students have a deeper human
understanding of the world around us,
and how we need to strengthen our
knowledge and cooperation.

7. Online Networking

The effort is to maximize the online
resources and link with other Jesuits in
communications and ecology:

« Jesuit Curia in Rome News http://www.
sjweb.info/curiafrgen/curia_home.cfm

« Jesuit USA http//www.
nationaljesuitnews.com/

« Jesuits in Europe

« Jesuits in South Asia

« MiradaGlobal.com http//www.
miradaglobal.com

« EurekaStreet http://www.eurekastreet.
com.au/

« Jesuit Refugee Service-JRS http//www.
jrs.net

« Jesuit Conference of Asia Pacific-JCAP
http://sjapc.net
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Coordinator for GIAN Ecology:
Jesuit European Social Centre
51 rue du Cornet

B-1040 Bruxelles

Telephone: +32 (0)2 737 97 20
Email: info@jesc.eu
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Regional

« Support Flights for Forests. An
initiative promoted by JCAP that aims
to compensate for the emissions of
those Jesuits whose work commits
them to flying. The scheme is based
in a voluntary contribution made by
Jesuits and collaborators, to develop
forestry projects involving local
communities. http://jcap.essc.org.ph/
wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Flights-
for-Forests_Brochure-Short_v2.pdf)

+ Contribute to International Jesuit
Ecology Project: Healing Earth (http://
www.luc.edu/ijep/). This project is
an initiative of Loyola University
(Chicago, which aims to produce
a“Living Text", a website-based
textbook for students at Secondary
and College level on Environmental
Science, who are looking for the
social and spiritual connections of
these subjects.

« Participate in the South Asia
gathering 2015 to continue to
seek opportunities for greater
collaboration with other Conferences

« Promotio lustitiae (http//www.
sjweb.info/sjs/PJ/). Promotio lustitiae
published by the Justice and Ecology
Secretariat in Rome plans an on the
topic of Water. GIAN Ecology will
discuss and propose the articles.

Global

Participate in the World Water Week
in Stockholm in 2015. During this
event, the group intends to conclude
“Dialogue on Water and Values" with
scientists.

Prior to 2015 gathering, the network
seeks to organise gatherings that
further build the agenda to the 2015
World Water Week meeting:

« “Transformative Land and Water
Governance’, Mindanao, Philippines
(May 2014)

+ “Science and Society’s Concern for
Water’, Namur, Belgium (September
2014)

« “Science and Spirituality’, Uppsala,
Sweden (September 2015)

« “Water and the World of Values’,
Stockholm, Sweden (September
2015)

GIAN Ecology seeks to serve the
poorest in society, where we are
challenge to meet their needs
while we commit to respect and
care for creation:

“When food is shared equally, with
solidarity, nobody is devoid of the
necessary, each community can
meet the needs of the poorest.
Human ecology and environmental
ecology go hand in hand.... for

all of us to take seriously the
commitment to respect and cherish
creation, being attentive to every
person, to counter the culture of
waste and disposal, to promote

a culture of solidarity and of
encounter."

Jesuits of Africa and Madagascar
Conferences (JESAM)

Christian Ndoki SJ (“Institut Supérieur
Agro-Vétérinaire" ISAV/Centre d'Etudes et de
Formation Agro-pastorale, CEFAP)

Jesuit Conference of South Asia

Xavier Xavarimuthu SJ (St. Xavier's College,
Kolkata, India)

Jesuit Conference of Asia Pacific (JCAP)
Pedro Walpole SJ (Environmental Science
for Social Change, Philippines)

Conference of European Provincial (CEP)
José Ignacio Garcia SJ (JESC, Brussels) -
Coordinator

USA Conference: To be appointed

Conferencia de Provinciales Jesuitas en
América Latina: Roberto Jaramillo (Social
Coordinator)

Other Members

Canadian English speaking Province
John McCarthy SJ

The Newman Institute-Sweden
Mr. Andreas Carlgren

With the support of
Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat

(SJES)
Patxi Alvarez SJ



