Water Sharing and
Water Safety Programme

-
»

Without water, life would not exist. It is a prerequisite for all human and
economic development. Whilst there is indisputably a water crisis today,

it is not a crisis caused by having too little water to satisfy our needs, but
rather it is “a crisis of managing water so badly that billions of people - and
the environment - suffer badly.”

The programme aims to reflect on water issues, firstly by raising awareness
among the Jesuit network of the global water crisis; secondly, by seeking
ways to promote reflection beyond the network This learning-by-doing
process will contribute to transmission of values on this topic (and other
environmental concerns such as climate change) as there is a real demand
for this within the scientific community. Sharing water is a key point to
resolve the global water crisis.




OVERVIEW OF THE WATER ISSUE
AROUND THEWORLD

Without water, life would not exist. It is a
prerequisite for all human and economic
development. Whilst there is indisputably a
water crisis today, it is not a crisis caused by
having too little water to satisfy our needs, but
rather it is “a crisis of managing water so badly
that billions of people - and the environment -
suffer badly."!

According to the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP)Z, the total usable
freshwater supply for ecosystems and humans
is about 200,000 km3 of water - less than 1
percent of all freshwater resources. Water
scarcity, however, already affects almost every
continent and more than 40 % of the world’s
population. By 2025, 1.8 billion people will

be living in countries or regions experiencing
absolute water scarcity, and two-thirds of

the world’s population could be living under
conditions of water stress3, So there is a very
real danger of future global water shortages.
Yet for the vast majority of the almost one
billion people without safe drinking water,
today’s water crisis is not an issue of scarcity,
but rather of access, of the impact on health
and on other social impacts.

According to Water.org™:

« Today, 780 million people - about one in
nine - lack access to clean water;

« 2.5 billion people lack access to a toilet;

«  More than 3.4 million people die each year
of water, sanitation, and hygiene-related
causes. Nearly all deaths, 99%, occur in the
developing world;

« 2.5 billion people lack access to sanitation
systems; 1.1 billion still practice open
defecation;

« Lackof access to clean water and sanitation
kills children at a rate equivalent to a
jumbo jet crashing every four hours;

« 443 million school days are lost each year
due to water-related illness;

« In most households, women and children
bear the primary responsibility for water
collection. This responsibility entails
time not spent working at an income-
generating job, caring for family members,
or attending school.

OVERVIEW OF THE WATER ISSUE AT REGIONAL
(CONFERENCE) LEVEL

The water crisis is not a globally homogenous scenario — the main
problems regarding water are different depending on the region
considered:

REGIONS! Concern 1 Concern 2 Concern 3
LU ERETEE Access to clean | “Natural” water Water security
Saharan water disaster
Region)*

CUET ST (Y “Natural”water  Access to clean Wastewater
disaster water without
treatment
LLING L SEWE Water stress Access to clean Water
(long term) water privatisation
Water Water reuse and
privatisation recycling
Water
inequalities
Poor water Water
supply contamination

'We use region as Jesuit conferences
*GIAN - Ecology core group
**Healing Earth Text, draft version: http://healingearth.ijep.net/node/244)

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAMME

Methodology: Identifying and Planning the Programme

The GIAN Ecology core group met in Chicago in November 2012 and
discussed its strategy for the next three years. It was decided that the
theme of water —Water for All— would be the focus of our joint activity
over the next two or three years?.

Water was highlighted, as it is a topic with both local implications

and global connections. In June 2013, GIAN Ecology coordinators
appointed a resource person to support the core group in designing the
methodology and the programme planning, as well as to be responsible
for communication issues and assistance to the core group’s members. At
the same time, the coordinators agreed a collaboration with The Newman
Institute of Uppsala (Sweden) to organise the core group’s technical
meeting in Sweden during the World Water Week 2013 and its agenda

for the programme’s formulation, which is based on the theme “Water
Cooperation - building partnerships"”.

PROGRAMME SUMMARY

The programme aims to reflect on water issues by:
1. raising awareness among the Jesuit network of the global water crisis

2. seeking ways to promote reflection beyond the network; this learning-
by-doing process contributes to the formation of values and lifestyle
change

The programme embodies two different levels:

« Regional level: The regions of Africa and Madagascar, South Asia,
Asia Pacific and Europe. This programme seeks to share knowledge
and best practice between different regions to create synergy and
strengthen Jesuit network.



« Global level: The level envisages global activities and tries

to form values to mitigate the water crisis and initiate links

with other people from regions around the world. The
activities include bringing together diverse programmes,
such as Water Action Hub and Dialogue values.

The programme creates synergy with other GIAN Ecology
actions such as Ecojesuit platform. Ecojesuit acts as the media
for communicating news, dialogues and reflections and also
be accessible as a communications platform to other partners.

Overall Goal:
Learning to share water and to share the world

Activities

Workshop on Climate Change and Water security at South
Asian conference level in India

Conference on Transformative Land and Water Governance
to be held in Philippines

JESAM Ecology/Water Week in Africa

CEP Workshop on “Water in Europe: Water for all”

Pilot experience learning to share the water and world at
community level in Africa

B-green festival with Water sharing as relevant subject
International keynote speakers for a panel discussion on
values and learning to share water and share the world
Jesuit contribution to the European Citizenship Initiative

Goal

Increased involvement of Catholic faith communities in
responding to the global water crisis and that of climate change
through raising awareness and sharing values.

Purpose

To contribute to increasing the involvement of Catholic faith
communities in responding to the global water crisis by
contributing values on this matter, through networking and
awareness-raising and reflection within the Society of Jesus,
its partners and civil society, so as to effectively co-ordinate

initiatives.

Expected Outputs

1) Increased awareness and reflection on global water crisis
and collateral issues within Society of Jesus and partners

2) Promoting concrete actions of effective co-operation
between Jesuits and civil society to communicate out
values and to network for sharing water

3) Successful communication campaign

PARTNERS/STAKEHOLDERS AT REGIONAL LEVEL

on the Right to Water
Water Action Hub

Shared issue of the Jesuit Social Journals on the Right to

Water

Newsletter publication (hard copy) 4 issues per year

Website

Just as there are different regional contexts and problems, so there are different Jesuit capacities in different regions. Different
planned activities imply different partners. The programme includes 64 countries at regional level, including at least 36 main
partners/stakeholders: Jesuit Social Centres, Jesuit Networks, Colleges, Institutes, secondary schools, NGOs and one local

community in Africa.

The Table below shows the expected partnerships involved in the activities at regional level:

Table 2. Potential stakeholders
Africa

South Asia

(Sub-Saharan region)

JESAM Ecology Working
Group:

« Central Africa (ACE)

- East Africa (EAP)

- Madagascar (MDG)

« Zimbabwe (ZIM)

« Zambia-Malawi (ZAM)

« South-Africa (SAF)

« Rwanda-Burundi (RWB)

« North-West Africa (ANW)

« Mozambique (MOZ)

«  West-Africa (AOC)
Local community under
water stress situation (to be
selected)

Jesuit Conference of Asia
Pacific (JCAP)

« Jesuit Social Services
(Australia)

« Jesuit Service (Cambodia)

« Casa Ricci Social Services
(China)

« Karina-Caritas, (Indonesia)

« Jesuit Social Center-Tokyo
(Japan)

« Jesuit Research Center for
Advocacy and Solidarity
(Korea)

« Jesuit Mission (Myanmar)

« Simbahang Lingkod
Bayan (SLB) (Philippines)

St. Xavier’s College,
Kolkata

Udayani Social Centre,
Kolkata

Social Centres of various
provinces within the
conference

Rapinath Herbarium,

St. Joseph’s College,
Trichirappalii, Tamilnadu
Anglade Institute

of Natural History,
Shembagnur College
(National Social Service),
National Cadet Corps
NGO's working on the
same issue of water

Aggiornamenti Sociali &
Instituto Pedro Arrupe
(Italy); CERAS (France),
Faith and Justice (Ireland);
Cristianisme i lustitiate
(Spain); Institute for Social
and Development Studies
(Germany); Centre Avec
(France); Accademia
(Hungary);

JECSE

The Newman Institute
(Sweden)

10 Secondary Schools
Alboan

Entreculturas




Table 2. Potential stakeholders (continued)

Latin America Asia-Pacific

(cont.)

United State of America Europe

(cont.)

Conferencia de Provinciales « Environmental Science for
Jesuitas en América Latina Social Change (ESSC)
(CPAL) « Jesuit Social Services

(Timor-Leste)
« Jesuit Refugee Services
(JRS) Regional

« Loyola Chicago University | « European Citizenship
Institute of Environmental Initiative on Right to
Sustainability Water

« St. Louis University Center
of Environmental Sciences

« Fordham University

« Scranton University

PARTNERS/STAKEHOLDERS AT GLOBAL LEVEL

Besides the specific actions at regional level (Jesuit
Conferences), the group sought to move forward a dialogue
with stakeholders, which include researchers, practitioners and
policy makers.

By 2015, the group would like to share the:

« Conclusions of regional activities on Water
« Conclusions of dialogue with stakeholders
« General communication of the activities

With the support of Newman Institute, the group seeks to link
with World Water Week 2015 by organising an event or seminar
during the conference.

TARGET GROUPS AT REGIONAL AND GLOBAL LEVELS

Due to the wide coverage of the programme, the target groups
are varied depending on the programme levels, such as the
following:

Table 3. Target groups

Regional Level Global Level

« Local communities «  All Jesuit Conferences
«  NGOs specialized on « Research Centres
Water topics «  Worldwide Networks on

Water issues

« Jesuit Schools

« Jesuit Colleges

« Jesuit Networks

« Jesuit Social Centres

CHALLENGES

Networking sustainability is a slow process, which needs
time to be consolidated. Ecojesuit has been an effective
tool in communicating reflections and information about

environmental initiatives and concerns.

The group do not expect that this Programme creates visible
impacts in a very short period of two years, but hopes to
consolidate networking process and kick off discussion on the
water crisis and values.

The group seeks to put water crisis and related issue such

as climate change onto the agenda of Jesuit conferences, to
raise awareness and integrate water and related concerns
into their agenda, as a deepening response to Jesuit mission
Reconciliation with Creation.

The group also seeks to promote grounded reflections to
influence values formation and lifestyle change to broader civil
society as well as to generate inputs and to create a bridge
with others by having dialogues on science and values as a key
tool for“sharing water and sharing the world".
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