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The running image on the right side of the pages represents the Mekong 
River that originates from the Tibetan plateau, through south western 
China, meandering through the Lower Mekong Region of Myanmar, Lao 
PDR, Thailand, and Cambodia and then flowing down to the Delta of 
Viet Nam. The small spur before the delta represents Tônlé Sap, which 
receives the backflow waters from the Mekong during the flood season. 
This water recedes back into the Mekong during the dry season.  

Kompong 
Cham City 
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Executive summary 
For the first time, Jesuit people in Asia Pacific met on ecology, with 
Reconciliation with Creation as the main theme. The workshop, held at the 
Bishop’s House at Kompong Cham (Cambodia) from 11-15 July 2011, was laid 
out as an experiential workshop, with Mekong as the learning environment. 

The basic dynamic of reconciliation with creation started with the occasion 
to draw out gratitude for life from the time spent walking along the Mekong 
and reflecting on its magnitude and its being a source of so much life. The 
approach was to start with gratitude and to experience something of this 
environment and life of the people, rather than immediately looking at the 
environmental issues of today. Generally, the group appreciated the 
intention to seek, to learn first and not to lead, and to collaborate with 
those who are already engaged. 

The Jesuit Conference of Asia Pacific (JCAP), with the generous support of 
the Cambodia team, organized and sponsored the workshop. About 47 Jesuit 
people (16 lay partners, 31 Jesuits) came from a wide range of sectors 
including social, intellectual, spiritual, pastoral, and formation. Annex 1. 

4th row top,L-R: Fr. Joaquim, Patricia, Fr. Ken, Fr. Sacha, Bro. Jun-G, Fr. 
Patxi, Fr. Rajat, Jin Hee (guest), Fr. Greg S., Pedro, Fr. Jin-hyuk, Fr. 
Dominique, Fr. Ando, Fr. Tae-jin 

3rd row, L-R: Hilly-Ann, Sandie, Christina, Fr. Mun-su, Fr. Hideyuki, Fr. 
Gabriel, Bro. Pieter, Fr. Vichai 

2nd row, L-R:  Fr. Gabby, Chiyo, Julie, Fr. Jojo, Dexter, Bro. Bambang, Iris, 
Bishop Kike (guest), Antonius, Bro. Lin Yaw, Fr. In-don (guest), Fr. Tam 

1st row, L-R: Cheatta, Fr. Mardi, Fr. Chong-dae, Teresa, Fr. Denis, Fr. Andre, 
Fr. Toto, Fr. Rene, Bro. Bayu, Bro. Anthony, Fr. Greg P. 

Not in the photo: Sr. Denise, Phally, Theara, Maya, Tintin 

The$participants$and$some$guests$from$Bantaey$Prieb$and$Battambang$Prefecture$
during$the$JCAP$Mekong$Experiential$Workshop$at$Bishop’s$House,$Kompong$Cham,$11E
15$July$2011.$
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Overview of the workshop agenda and objectives 

The general workshop objectives were to, 

• Build common understanding and shared approach to our engagement 
with Reconciliation with Creation; 

• Discover and strengthen our engagement and commitment to 
reconciliation with creation across the Conference; and 

• Commit to action aligned with the ecology strategy and action plans. 

Day 1 was focused on the orientation of our approach, referring to Our 
Environmental Way of Proceeding. Day 2 was focused on input about the 
Mekong while Day 3 was for experiencing the Mekong, where participants 
were divided into three groups to visit three flooded-farming and fishing 
communities in Kompong Cham. Days 4 and 5 were focused on strategy and 
taking action through networking and collaboration. Annex 2. 

The objectives of the workshop were generally achieved. The next steps are 
to be coordinated with those who are involved in the action plans on the 
three themes and continue to promote awareness within the Jesuit 

Opening remarks 
Bishop Antonysamy Susairaj welcomed the 
group and generously and actively engaged 
during the workshop.  

Kompong Cham is named after the Cham people 
who are traditionally Muslim but originally 
formed a kingdom on the east coast of what is 
today Vietnam. 

Humbly, he shared 
the graceful 
beginning of the 

Cambodian Church, dated back 450 years, with a 
gap of 100 years during the war.  

He shared with us a beautiful story of how the 
present catholic community has grown, from one 
lady in the market who religiously sought after 
the former Bishop to baptize her. Today, the 
diocese seeks to build the local church by 
encouraging people to speak the Khmer language, 
even though there are many Vietnamese.  

Fr. Gabriel Je SJ expressed gratitude for the 
opportunity to learn from the diocese and the timely event to hold the 
workshop along the Mekong, considering the threats it is facing today. He 
emphasized the need to reflect on our own lifestyle and how our actions are 
affecting our environment.!

Bishop$Antony$of$Kompong$
Cham$Prefecture.$

Fr.$Gabriel,$Superior$of$
Jesuit$Mission$in$Cambodia.$
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Highlights of the workshop 
The highlights may be divided into six main topics, (a) beginning orientation 
with gratitude, (b) origin of JCAP ecology in Social Apostolate, (c) engaging 
through our environmental way of proceeding, (d) Mekong as our learning 
environment, (e) overview of Social Justice Ecology and Secretariat (SJES) and 
Global Ignatian Advocacy Network (GIAN), and (f) ecology strategy and action 
plan. These topics were drawn from the sessions identified in the program.  

A. Beginning orientation with gratitude 

Pedro Walpole took the group through Our Environmental Way of 
Proceeding, a working document that serves as an orientation to connecting 
with our landscape. It talks about our own need for conversion; for learning 
and reflecting in mind and heart to bring things to action. It also talks about 
hope and the need to strengthen everyone’s environmental formation. Our 
Environmental Way of Proceeding is not just a document we read, but more 
so a guide in reflecting on our place in creation today and taking greater 
responsibility.  

The starting point with gratitude and love is clearly important to many. What 
we are missing at times is a framework that places us on a landscape, 
acknowledging what is good, and drawing in the relationships so we can take 
greater responsibility and seek reconciliation with all.  

It is a challenging approach because often we are trained to look for 
problems. Our immediate response is to know the issues. At this stage, we are 
not addressing the changes rather seeking to have a greater sense of living 
within our own place and land.  

A certain shift in paradigm is needed. Ecology is not just science. We need to 
remember that we are talking about creation in our contemporary context: 
watching the flow of the Mekong, its vastness and stillness, its particular 
seasonal rhythm and sense of life, and the 60 million people living in this 
water defined area of life.  

When we come up from the Mekong, we may see all the garbage and 
problems, but the openness to the senses and letting the river flow and be 
grateful is valuable. The challenge for the Jesuits is not only to bring the 
knowledge but also to bring out the hope – to find the basis for sharing hope, 
to find the basis for acting contemporary culture and to find the basis to share 
this with others – to live sustainably in the world. 

We can then move on through the three themes of action once we are based 
in gratitude and right relation. !

General$view$of$the$promenade$along$Mekong$in$Kompong$Cham.$$
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Box 1: Reflection on the walk (of Day 1) 

Personal feelings and thoughts were shared during the groupings, which were guided 
by the following questions,  

What feelings and images struck you?  
How did I experience a sense of gratitude? 

“A general feeling of gratitude to God in 
terms of the life and the gift of resources 
were felt by most of the participants. The 
vastness of the Mekong, ceaselessly and 
calmly flowing, is life giving, which has the 
capacity to embrace everything. Others 
recognised those people gathered along the 
banks, and those living on the river who are 
greatly dependent on the constant flow of 
the Mekong.”  

“The river is huge; the flow is calm but 
there are times where the flow can be 
powerful and damaging yet, it is part of a 
continuing life of creation and the vitality 
of hope.”  

“The bridge showed connectedness between the land and water, which symbolized 
that we live in relationships, which sustain our existence.”!

Participants$were$divided$into$groups$to$share$their$reflection$during$the$walk$of$previous$
day.$

One$of$the$groups$sketched$an$
image$of$the$bridge$to$symbolize$
their$feeling$of$gratitude.$
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B. Origin of JCAP ecology in Social Apostolate 

Fr. Denis Kim SJ spoke about the Jesuit international priorities and the 
Conference’s priorities with Fr. Mark Raper SJ tasking the social ministry to 
animate and coordinate activities throughout the Conference.  

The meeting in Klaten (Indonesia) last August 2010 provided the venue to set 
the common themes and programs of reconciliation with creation, as well as 
the formation of the ecology task force. The themes are based on the 
perceived need to,  

• Get our own house in order 
• Form people, including scholastics 
• Collaborate and take action in areas of agreed concerns: disaster 

recovery previously identified as one topic; while Mekong being an 
example of how we might engage geographically and drawing together 
the concerns of several neighbouring countries in managing such a 
great resource. 

Individual people have been aware of the issues and they have been engaging 
for a long time but now, we recognised that we all have a role. In doing 
things, we seek to be realistic, recognizing our limitations and the need to 
work with others. 

Some people asked, is environment a Jesuit issue? If we go back to GC35, we 
find that, yes; it is defining of our mission. In commitment to GC35, JCAP 
focused on two main areas: Migration and Reconciliation With Creation. And 
as an overarching strategic point for all activities in reconciliation with 
creation, Our Environmental Way of Proceeding was finalised.  

Pedro Walpole was asked with the ecology group to come up with a draft 
document that would articulate our approach. GC 34:26, speaks of our way 
of proceeding and was used as the basis of developing this overarching 
document that was finalised earlier this year. It remains a document that can 
be reworked as the need arises for further editions. 

C. Engaging through our environmental way of proceeding 

According to Pedro Walpole, the workshop is an occasion for us to reflect, 
discuss, and question – to sharpen our strategy as it emerges. It is a very 
creative time where we need to develop a level of understanding and 
substance to back our talk of action and share a certain knowing and 
commitment that we can take on these things responsibly.  

Our environmental way of proceeding is a working document, which can be 
refined as we go through a reflective process. The JCAP has picked it up with 
an emphasis on reconciliation with creation – getting our roots and deep 
flows and connectedness with our landscape.  

In our Jesuit dynamic, we have to root all things within our spirituality, 
where,  

1. We acknowledge God as Creator of life and find some quiet moment 
each day to appreciate this with gratitude. Our lifestyle allows us to 
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find quiet time even if the world around us is not quiet. We recognise 
that we have given the next generation many environmental problems 
so we also need to also give them the basis of hope. This gratitude is a 
movement towards hope, not out of frustrations but out of desire. 
This is one key contribution that Jesuits and partners can open up 
space for – sharing a basis of hope.  

2. We as an apostolic body seek to reflect and speak of what we 
experience and discern of our relationship with and responsibility 
for the earth’s natural systems. Relationship and stability of natural 
systems. With 50% urbanization, the impact of our lifestyle is not 
often fed back to us and sometimes we lack the understanding of its 
impact. How do we have the courage to strengthen the feedback of 
undesired impact of our actions and face the changes needed to live 
this through with hope for the next generation? 

3. We recognize that the children we see today inherit this living 
world and as we choose to sustain it by finding God at work in all 
things, we humbly work with young people. Many youth struggle 
with this world, yet they do not have enough experience of the world. 
In one sense, the youth can be very engaged, and in another sense 
they become most distracted. How can we bring them centred and 
focused to an appreciation of on-going creation and our place in it? 
This does not require us to be at the cutting-edge of the science but it 
does require a systemic knowledge and a collaborative advocacy. This 
is where we need to be involved, in what brings us deeper into the 
meaning of all life and action for others. 

4. We seek to reach out in hope to the poor who are increasingly 
losing their livelihoods and ecological sustainability and incorporate 
their concerns in our care for the web of life. Often we deal with 
the poor, the most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. 
However, in several occasions, the poor are not only affected but also 
the rich, which brings us also to work with them. Whatever divides we 
have created, we have to heal. Advocacy on lifestyle change, 
particularly consumptions and food wastage need to be 
communicated.  

5. We support good actions in contemporary culture and explore 
needed alternatives with decision; we partner with others 
broadening our capacity to transform attitudes and relations. 
Biblically, the context of creation – night and day; land and water; 
diversity of life, then human presence. In many ways, the indigenous 
peoples and rural life can tell us how to relate with the landscape as 
their language and culture is rooted in creation and the cycle of 
seasons.  

6. We seek the greater good of finding how people can work with the 
gifts of creation. We live life as a mission to heal and share with 
others the fullness of life. “I have to be better integrated” in order 
for me to go out and heal. It is based on wisdom and integrity – 
wherever I am in the world. Sometimes we focused on the truth, 
sometimes on wisdom, but how do we work with them together? It 
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takes a meander to take piece together; we need to go back and find 
ourselves. For Jesuits, we need to live truthful to our mission, and be 
responsible within our own institutions. 

7. We accept the challenge of contributing to a more sustainable 
world. Our way is a way of challenge. For some, there is a need for us 
to live life with a little sense of urgency, a sense of crisis. For those 
living in the cities, it is often difficult to step back and find God 
within the fast-changing phase of urban life.  

The hope of this document is to provide the foundation of our 
orientation. To find our grounding on the basis of gratitude to all 
things, to allow us to better understand the urgency of a particular 
local or global concern and to seek how best to collaborate and move 
us to further commit.  

For the youth, we recognised that we need to give them a greater 
sense of hope and urgency. We have to face the situations and be 
ready.  

Carefully, we need to use common words, which other religions and 
beliefs can also accept. An inter-faith approach that could be 
applicable to our mission areas in Indonesia, where majority are 
Muslims as well as to indigenous communities where shamans and 
spirits play a significant role in their life. The sacredness of their 
environment – the value they are giving to their environment is 
something we can draw out and experience with them. 
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Box 2: Testimony on Our Environmental Way of Proceeding 

Some participants expressed how they were personally moved by our 
environmental way of proceeding document, 

 

 

 

“It is interesting. It is very grounded on spiritual 
exercises, where we first acknowledge God, our 
neighbours, and then ourselves in these relations.”   
– Fortunatus Parwoto SJ – 

 

 

 

 

“I really liked the document. Finding God in all 
things. It encourages us to have deeper commitment 
to whole creation and personal, then move for 
collective action.” – Sr. Denise Coghlan rsm – 

 

 

“I experienced a little bit of conversion, not only 
about environment. Straight away we usually look for 
things that are wrong. During the meeting of our task 
force, our way of proceeding was to first experience 
gratitude. It changes the way I worked in the task 
force, and in my life. I learned to appreciate things 
around me. This is not just about environment but 
also being human. We have to recover that way of 
being human; to have gratitude as way of 
proceeding.” – Christina Kheng – 

 

 

 

“Last holy week, days before Easter, I gave a 3-day 
retreat with the novices in Indonesia, which focused 
on reconciliation with creation. It was not easy to 
introduce and experience with the new document yet 
the novice find it very helpful in drawing out their 
reflections on ecology. They relate it easily with 
Ignatian spirituality, where they recognised the 
relevance of talking about ecology in our spiritual 
exercises.  – Greg Soetomo SJ – 
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D. Mekong as our learning environment 

Pedro Walpole stated that our way of proceeding in Mekong could start from 
the Himalaya down to the delta of Viet Nam and back flow to the Tônlé Sap. 
Mekong may be divided into four zones, (1) upper Mekong basin, (2) 
transition hydro-zone lesser slopes, (3) lower Mekong basin, and (4) delta.  

 

Upper Mekong is characterised with steep slopes where snowmelt and high 
sediments are generated.  

Within the transition zone, many of the dams are situated for hydroelectric 
power generation and irrigation. These dams pose questions for many: have 
these water works affected flood levels in the Mekong? Theoretically, the 
flows have been affected negatively, while peak-river flows are thought to 
be less nowadays when compared with the pre-dam period. This may be also 
attributed to changes in rainfall patterns. If this hypothesis is correct, this 
would be of importance to Cambodia i.e. lower Mekong basin. It would mean 
that average flood levels were higher in the past than today. Lower flood 
levels mean less land is inundated and possibly less fish is produced.  

Some general thoughts emerging 

Deposition of sediments (Annex 3) and high fishing population are 
concentrated at the delta. In some cases, they maintain the delta and 
coastal outline and also the fish ecosystems. Sediments have a value in 
reducing bank erosion. Depending on how the dams are designed and 
operated, this affects not only the water flow but also the sediment flow 
and aquatic ecosystem. Dams have to be designed to allow both the 
movement of sediment and of fish populations.  
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Mekong is still beyond our hydrological knowledge where we have far more 
questions than we have answers. And so, we need to step back and assess. 
Politically and socially it is a trans-boundary unit that must be managed as 
one. With the increasing demands for more land-water linkages there is a 
need for integration across all sectors, disciplines, and institutions. For 
successful management, we need to establish first the trends of the Mekong 
in terms of its flow and seasonality; simply, “if we cannot measure it, we 
cannot manage it”. Technical and political integration is needed for 
effective management.  

Advocacy is often issue driven. In order to get to the level with competence, 
we need to prepare the ground by establishing first the basics, 

(a) participatory learning, including local wisdoms 
(b) information lessons, sharing and exchange 
(c) capacity building for target groups 
(d) bridging scientists and community and policy-makers 
(e) combine mitigation and adaptation, carbon, community forestry and 

fisheries 
(f) research and studies 
(g) advocacy 

We need to be able to engage and not to be masters. We need to understand 
others so they could also understand us for sustainable options. 

Fr. Gabby Lamug-Nañawa SJ highlighted the giant fish, fish migrations, and 
the impacts of changing patterns in Mekong to fisheries and people in 
Cambodia. 

Fish migrate several hundred kilometres in order to reach spawning sites or 
fertile feeding grounds. Many species make an upstream dry-season 
migration from the south up to the Khone Falls, as well as a downstream 
migration from the Khone Falls during the onset of the flood season. 

Important breeding areas for migratory fish are in floodplains and tributaries, 
while the most significant grounds are the floodplains along the Tônlé Sap 
and in the Mekong Delta.  

The life cycles of migrating fish ecologically connect different areas and 
habitats of rivers. The river basin functions as one ecological unit; in the 
Mekong, fish migrations have great implications for fisheries because the 
great majority of its fisheries is based upon catching migrating fish.  

Fish need many different water habitats, and they need clear passage 
connecting those habitats. So the main threats to fish production are 
activities that affect the natural hydrological regime, damage fish habitats, 
or restrict or prevent the movement of fish.  
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ethods, or by actions, which change the environment. Among these threats, 
environmental changes are of most concern. Dams and flood control schemes 
on one hand are perceived to diminish river-floodplain fisheries.  

Unfortunately, there are no clear studies and measurements conducted to 
better understand the Mekong. This limiting knowledge however affects 
planning and management of the river in relation to people’s livelihoods and 
economic gains of institutions.  
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Box 3: Learnings about Mekong 

Participants were group and guided by the following questions,  

What is the new and interesting thing I have learnt about the Mekong issue?  
What is the broader lesson I take away from this? 

The participants are able to grasp the vastness of Mekong that transcends from 
Tibetan plateau down to the delta of Viet Nam. The dynamics of the rivers are 
complex; the vast biodiversity is interrelated, which give life to people and all 
living forms. Fisheries have been a life-source of the people in Mekong however it 
is threatened by the ecological and seasonal changes as well as human actions. 

Although there is great opportunity with the existing Mekong River Commission 
(MRC) in terms of managing the river, however there is great challenge for people 
within the Mekong to unite for common planning and action. Each zone has its 
unique features and contributions to people requiring different levels of focus and 
management strategies.  

There is a need for us to understand better the way of nature; fish migration is also 
trans-boundary. There is also a need to locate people and how they are affected or 
affecting the environment. The need for integrating science to the broader socio-
economic and socio-political dimensions allows us to have a comprehensive 
understanding of the Mekong.   

As Jesuit people, we need to collaborate among ourselves and engage on multi-
stakeholders dialogue so we could build the knowledge for engagement and 
advocacy.  

E. Overview of Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat, Global Ignatian 
Advocacy Network (GIAN) 

According to Fr. Patxi Alvarez SJ, it took several years before the Society 
reached this level of commitment to reconciliation with creation. Since 
2003, Jesuit Coordinators met in Rome to discern and agree upon clear 
statements, 

International collaboration among Social Centres is deemed 
important  
Advocacy is a common field for collaboration 

He said that the “GC35 (d3 n28) has been the basis of Jesuit commitment to 
promote networking among Jesuits and its apostolic works. The complexity 
of the problems we face and the richness of the opportunities offered 
demand that we engage in building bridges between rich and poor and 
establishing advocacy links of mutual support between those who hold 
political power and those who find it difficult to voice their interests. Our 
intellectual apostolate provides an inestimable help in setting up these 
bridges, offering us new ways of understanding in depth the mechanisms and 
links among our present problems...“  

After the 2008 Jesuit Coordinators’ meeting, five thematic areas for 
networking were identified,  (1) right to education, (2) peace and human 
rights, (3) ecology, (4) migration, and (5) governance of natural and mineral 
resources (GNMR) 
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As a preliminary step, these five thematic areas were adapted as thematic 
groups of the Global Ignatian Advocacy Network (GIAN), comprising key 
representatives from Jesuit social concerns around the world as well as other 
Jesuit institutions (universities, pastoral centres) to plan and map existing 
initiatives and programs in each theme.  In this way, we can respond 
effectively to the call of GC35 to engage in advocacy that is to build bridges 
between those who have voice and shape public policy and those who do not 
have.  

Key people and core group leads each network with Julie Edwards, Fr. 
Denis Kim SJ, and Pedro Walpole sitting as representatives from Asia 
Pacific for GNRM, migration, and ecology network. The effort in each 
network is to map out ongoing initiatives and identify potential allies for 
action across the region. 

Common themes were presented for all Conferences. We are not expected to 
tackle everything; it does not also mean that other things not mentioned are 
not important. Yet the Society came up with these common themes where 
everyone can collaborate and make greater impact.  

Box 4: Clarifying comments on SJES-GIAN 

In general, people appreciated knowing the Jesuit global priorities and how they 
are strategically moving towards achieving them.  

It is a challenge for us to collaborate. Jesuits have been very strong at the local 
level, or at their own workplace but have been very weak in collaboration. These 
common themes provided us the common vision and the basis to work together for 
common understanding towards common mission.  
 
Although social concerns are not always the concern of all Jesuits, Jesuits working 
directly on social actions are decreasing. We need centres where we can provide 
venues for learning, reflection, and action. 
 
How do we involve young Jesuits (scholastics, regency) in our mission?  
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F. Ecology strategy and action plan 

After the reflection, participants chose their groups where they think, they 
could effectively engage, contribute, and collaborate. The groups updated 
the strategy and action plan drafted last February 2011 and identified the 
priorities for action.  

THEME 1: Jesuit community and lifestyle 
 
Fr. Andreas Sugijopranoto SJ (Lead), Denis Kim SJ, Antonius Tri Priantono, 
Antony Ba SJ, Ando Isamu SJ, Dexter Lo, Bayu Risanto SJ, Sandie Cornish 
1.1. 
Growing 
a green 
campus 

Activity, strategy By when By who 
Prior to AJCU meeting, 
members of the 
university advocate to 
this workshop to 
university presidents 

Before 
August 
2011 

Denis Kim SJ (Sogang-Korea)   
Dexter Lo (XU-CDO, 
Philippines) 
Hideyuki Koyama SJ (Sophia, 
Japan) 
Tri Priantono (Sanata 
Dharma, Indonesia) 

Feedback to AJCU 
meeting, & raise 
questions on,  

waste management 
feedback of the 
checklists 
possibility to have 
conference on 
“ecology & the 
mission of catholic 
universities” 

August 
2011 

Andreas Sugijopranoto SJ 

 Suggests to university 
presidents to 
implement “flights for 
forests” for students, 
faculty, & staff 

August 
2011 

Denis Kim SJ to write 
proposal 
Andreas Sugijopranot SJ to 
present on AJCU meeting 

 
Remarks:  
 
The link with AJCU (Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities in Asia 
Pacific) gives the basis for Pedro Walpole to talk with universities on green 
campus management.  

 
While the structural connections with universities are being established 
through AJCU, Pedro Walpole will continue to work with Ateneo de Davao 
University, Sanata Dharma University, ATMI-Solo, and Ateneo de Zamboanga 
as ESSC (Environmental Science for Social Change). The effort is to layout 
plan for policy development and its rationalization to move sustainability 
officer.  
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Fr. Dominique Tyl SJ (Lead), Michael Tam SJ, Chong-dae Kim SJ, Ken 
Urumolug SJ, Sacha Bermudez-Goldman SJ, Rajat Hassa Purti SJ, Mardiwidayat 
SJ  
1.2. Jesuit 
community 
and 
lifestyle 

Activity, strategy By when By who 
Goal: Establish community budget (with bottom to top 
approach)  
a.1. collate baseline household data 
on income & expenditure  

November 
2011 

 

a.2. forward data to communities 
during community discernment 
meeting, and use data as reference 
for drafting budget 

- do -  

b.1. report on financial situations, 
conditions by communities to Fr. 
Provincial 

July/ 
August 2012 

 

b.2. have community meeting & 
compare with Nov 2011 data by “Fr. 
Green” 

- do -  

c.1. recommendation by Fr. 
Provincial, after consulting with “Fr. 
Green” for 2013 budget 

September 
2012 

 

 
Remarks:  
 
There is a need for us to promote lifestyle-check and “internal” advocacy 
and conversion within our own Jesuit community and institution.  

 
The group presented a general framework that includes the basic elements 
of (a) prayer, (b) reflection, (c) information resources, and (d) possible steps 
for action to promote “internal” advocacy within our community. Annex 4. 

 
1.3. Flights 
for forests 

“Flights for forests” is developed into a project proposal, 
which was presented to Jesuit Superiors in Asia Pacific for 
approval.  
People agreed to bring this idea back and talk about it, and 
also where they might have the capacity to regenerate forest. 

 
THEME 2: Youth education for sustainability 
 
Fr. Greg Soetomo SJ (Lead), Greg Priyadi SJ, Toto Parwoto SJ, Joaquim 
Sarmento SJ, Chiyo Kawachi, Pieter Dolle SJ, Tae-jin Kim SJ, Jojo Fung SJ, 
Hilly-Ann Quiaoit, Jun-G Bargayo SJ 
2.1. Target By when By who 
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Train the 
trainers 

Those who worked 
with the youth across 
the region 
Focused on giving 
training to educate 
 
Host institution: EAPI 

 
 
Jul 2011-
Jul 2012 

Jojo Fung SJ, module design 
 
Preparations: 
a. formation of core team 
b. designing of the module 
c. other logistical preparation 

Remarks:  
 
Programs identified last February 2011, 

(a) scholastics’ and lay partners’ formation; (b) courses on cultural 
and ecological sustainability; (c) apprenticeship; (d) learning 
sustainable life; and (e) engagement and reflection 

These points were not tackled in detail, instead the group agreed to have a 
focused program on train the trainers. 

 
There is a need to define,  

(1) who are the participants and the design of the training; and  
(2) the basis and content of the training.  

 
THEME 3: Governance of natural resources 
 
Julie Edwards (Lead), Gabby Lamug-Nañawa SJ, Patricia Faulkner, Mun-su 
Park SJ, Hideyuki Koyama SJ, Patxi Alvarez SJ, Teresa Tao, Vichai Phoktavi SJ, 
Bambang Genturjati SJ, Sr. Denise Coghlan rsm, Rene Tacastacas SJ, Lin Yaw 
SJ, Jin-hyuk Park SJ, Pedro Walpole SJ 
3.1 Disaster 
resilience 

Activity, strategy By when By who 
Explore work with bushfire 
community management 
approach 
 
Strategy: learn/ share from 
Indonesia (eruption), 
Philippines for good 
practices 

End of 
2011 
 

Julie Edwards, need 
help for links in 
Indonesia (JRS) and 
Philippines (ESSC) 

3.2. GNMR Just leadership – explore 
ways to influence business/ 
government leaders (in 
Australia) on their policy 
and program development 

 Patricia Faulkner, 
Julie Edwards 

3.3. 
Mekong 

Keep communications and 
build knowledge (6 
countries) of others/ 
network 

Jul 2011 –
Jul 2012 

Gabby Lamug-
Nañawa SJ 

3.4. Eco-
networking 

Explore JSS-ESSC; AdDU-
SDU/ESSC for course site 
manager (refer to 1.1. 
remarks) 

 Pedro Walpole SJ 

 
Remarks:  
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On Mekong, 

Initiate discussion with provincials. Not necessarily extending the mission 
area, but have the ability to organize meeting in relation to Mekong. We 
can now engage with Mekong; getting people on board to understand and 
get involved in the greater awareness of the Mekong and possible future 
undertakings relating to it. Mekong can be our spiritual basis for engaging 
in spiritual and intellectual deepening through engagement with 
community, understanding the landscape, and integration and our 
environmental way of proceeding. 
 
Long-term action. Mekong can be developed as a center for learning 
context, where people can come together to engage and learn. With this, 
we need a level of institutional commitment to move beyond exposure 
and develop strategies for engagement.  
 
With Mekong as a focus for synergy/link, efforts to ban landmines may be 
integrated for broader consciousness. 

 
Nuclear energy is also an ecology issue. Fr. Ando Isamu SJ expressed great 
concern over the adverse global impact of nuclear energy. His advocacy, “no 
more nuclear plants! They are unsafe, dangerous, and costly; we have 
better option”.  
 
The Fukushima incident has renewed the nuclear debate, questioning the 
technology and capacity of implementers to manage radioactive wastes. 
Many promote nuclear as good alternative source of energy, but its 
underlying factors are often not revealed. Decisions are limited to energy 
officials yet its impact is distributed to all. 
 
Through networking we could broaden the awareness of people about 
nuclear energy and clarify those myths about nuclear energy, 

(1) it is clean, (2) is inexpensive, (3) is necessary to address climate 
change, (4) will not increase weapons proliferation, and (5) is safe.  

 
Governance of natural resources is a question of capacity to mange 
resources. As an overarching question: how do we develop the capacity 
within institutions?  
!
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!!!!The greater part of a day was spent visiting a community along the Mekong. 
A transect shows these differences that you can sense as you walk across 
(Annex 3). Understanding their way of life and relation with the land and 
water requires sensitivity to the slight shifts in elevation and slope along the 
flood lands to the river, 
 

• the new road and adjoining houses is now the highest area and 
greatest security with most trees.  

• there may be sloping land gently affected by rising waters where 
seasonal agriculture occurs. 

• there may be deeper channels where water is held through the year or 
even continuous small flows coming of the main  river. 

• there are often some ridges with bamboo and trees, kapok (cotton 
tree) in some areas. 

• before the river, there may be steep banks or 
broad silt deposits depending on the curve of 
the river. 

 
Guide question for group discussion, sharing 

 
How did my visit deepen my commitment to 

reconciliation with creation? 
 

Some participants visited flood-farming areas, some to 
fishing villages, while others engaged to bamboo 
harvesting. In general, participants were impressed by 
the hospitality of the people. They cannot ignore the 
fact of poverty yet they see that people are happy 
living a simple life.  
 
Looking at the reality in which people live and work, many felt, 

the powerlessness of people; they depend on climate, weather, nature. 

they are part of the community and recognised that they need to be 
helped. 

to connect the workshop to the visit and recognised that we are closer to 
the problems of ecology. 

Reflecting on the commitment to reconciliation with creation, some desire 
to, 

continue to reflect and enrich oneself. 

invent some new technology for fishing. 

keep in touch with the people; continue the commitment with the poor. 

be aware of the powerlessness of people and learn and act from it. 

think of ecological issue in rural areas when we implement our social 

Reflection on engagement with farming and 
fishing communities 
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!!!!!After the workshop, the ecology task force met and discussed the general 
experience during the workshop and feedback. Overall, the objectives of the 
workshop were generally achieved.  As mentioned earlier, the next steps are 
to be coordinated with those who are involved in the action plans and 
continue to promote awareness within the Assistancy.  

The participants were at different levels of involvement with environmental 
concerns but all emerged with a greater enthusiasm to engage in this topic.  
They took our environmental way of proceeding quite well and generally 
agreed with it as a common basis for action. What people especially liked 
about it were the fundamental elements of gratitude, collaboration, 
conversion, healing and solidarity with the poor. The participants also liked 
the experiential nature of the workshop and the focus on spirituality. 
  
In terms of common action, there was a general buy-in on the three themes 
(institutions and lifestyle, youth education and governance of natural 
resources). We came up with action plans to take these forward with more 
people, though not all themes progressed equally. 
  
Most important was the recognition that we needed to “get our own house in 
order”.  Internal advocacy within the Jesuit community emerged as a key 
focus. There is a need for greater change in attitudes, lifestyle, formation 
and engagement, which we hope to have the major superiors on board in this 
regard. 
 

Emerging strategies and next steps 
  
a. Our environmental way of proceeding (OEWP) 

The document is open for comments and feedback. Within the year, 
Pedro Walpole shall compile all comments and develop a 2nd edition 
(2012), integrating comments of people.  
 
Informally, OEWP will run with groups. It could be  

i. half-day event with university presidents, vice-presidents 
ii. 5-day spiritual exercise in schools interested to have deeper 

sense of orientation, i.e. sense of gratitude and search for 
commitment 

iii. integrated with province induction (in Australia) 
 

b. Support to provincial’s framework 
Pedro Walpole will sustain discussion with provincials to help establish 
“Fr. Greens” or “ecology representatives” for each province. Critically 
engage with these ecology people through our environmental way of 
proceeding, as basis of orientation and development of programs for 
managing our waste, electricity, and water. 
 
 
 

Evaluation 
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c. Engagement with Jesuit people 
The presence of our lay partners during the workshop provided the 
opportunity to broaden our network and foster partnerships with other 
Jesuit people on reconciliation with creation. 

Patricia Faulkner’s (Jesuit Social Services-Australia) broad experience 
on policy development and governance, and her level of professional 
integrity helped others grapple with a new style of engagement. Given 
her network and great involvement on policy, climate change 
discussions and its impact to communities in Australia, we can explore 
ways to influence business and government leaders in their 
environmental policy and programs development.  

Backing up this engagement is Julie Edwards, who is involved in 
organizational responses to support both the global and regional 
network of governance of natural resource. 

There is a possible window for work collaboration on carbon course 
development between the Sanata Dharma University (Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia), which is represented during the workshop by Drs. 
Antonious Tri Priantono and the Ateneo de Davao University (AdDU). 
Potentially, this could be an eco-networking initiative within 
university to improve curriculum and staff development. 

Although the work of Pedro with Terea Tao (Casa Ricci, China) on 
community resource management in Yunnan Province is initiated 
through ESSC, this can be a learning material for JCAP as we 
strengthen our programs on governance of natural resources. This also 
fosters eco-networking between Jesuits of China and Philippines. 

Dr. Hilly-Ann Quiaoit and Engr. Dexter Lo (Xavier University (XU)-
Mindanao, Philippines) shared the ongoing initiatives on green campus 
in XU, as well as how the university develops a balanced program for 
students i.e. integrated courses on science and social engagement. 
These efforts significantly provided grounded activities and learning 
venue for our Conference’s green campus program. 
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DAY 1 Activity 
Mon 
11th  
Jul 

1500 Registration at Bishop’s House and Afternoon tea 
1530 Opening prayer 
1540 Session 1: Introduction 

Brief Background about Kompong Cham and the Diocese 
Msgr. Antonysamy Susairaj, Bishop of Kompong Cham Diocese 

1550 Welcome Remarks, Gabriel Je SJ, Delegate in Cambodia  
1600 General introductions of people, Gabriel Lamug-Nañawa SJ 
1630 Session 2: Brief Overview and Beginning Reflection 

Setting the tone with Gratitude “Our Environmental Way of Proceeding” 
(OEWP, #1), Pedro Walpole SJ Reconciliation with Creation Coordinator 

1700 Quiet personal walk along Mekong, by the promenade to the hotel 
OEWP#1 Re-establishing our relationship with the land and water with a 
sense of gratitude 

1845 Pick up for dinner 
1900 Dinner at Bishop’s House 

 
DAY 2 Activity 
Tue 
12th  
Jul 

0745 Pick up for breakfast 
0800 Breakfast at Bishop’s House Breakfast 
0845 Morning prayer (Bayu) 
0900  Session 3: Sharing of Overnight Reflection, Greg Priyadi SJ (Facilitator)  

Questions (45 minutes): groupings 
1. What feelings or images struck you? 
2. How did I experience a sense of gratitude? 

10-min plenary: if there is something people want to feedback? 
1000  Why are we gathering on ecology?  

Overview of three themes- objectives “telling the story” of how the 
Conference got to this point, Denis Kim SJ, Social Apostolate Coordinator 

1015 Clarifications and expectations 
1030 Morning tea 
1100 Session 4: Engaging with “Our Environmental Way of Proceeding” 

Julie Edwards, JSS-Australia (Facilitator) with Pedro Walpole 
Discussion: clarification, expectations, questions, additions, process 

1200 Lunch at Bishop’s House 
1400  Session 5: Responsibility for the Earth’s Resources 

Denis Kim SJ, (Facilitator) 
Lancang/Mekong basic information advocacy, Pedro Walpole SJ  
(OEWP  #2) Clarifications and Questions 

1445 Session 6: Reaching out in hope to the poor, losing their livelihoods 
and ecological sustainability, Denis Kim SJ, (Facilitator) 
Input, Gabby Lamug-Nañawa SJ (OEWP #3) 

1515 Questions for group discussions with Afternoon tea (informal)  
1. What is the new and interesting thing I have learnt about the 

Mekong issue?  
2. What is the broader lesson I take away from this? 

1600–
1630 

Orientation about community engagements tomorrow, Gabby Lamug-
Nañawa SJ 
Bigger understanding than that of the farmer – Landscape Pedro Walpole 

1630  Orientation for reflection, walk along Mekong, Pedro Walpole 
1745 Pick up for mass 
1800 Eucharist (Pedro) 

Annex 1: Program of activities 
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1900 Dinner at Bishop’s House 
DAY 3 Activity 
Wed 
13th  
Jul 

0715 Pick up for breakfast 
0800 Breakfast at Bishop’s House 
0815 Depart to visit farming communities (3 groups), Landscape 
1200 Lunch (with community) – approx timing 
1500 Latest arrival of participants at Kompong Cham  
1615 Pick up for Bishop’s House 
1630 Afternoon tea 
1700 Session 7: Reflection and Processing, OEWP #4, Gabby SJ (Facilitator) 

1. How did my visit deepen my commitment to reconciliation 
with creation? 

1710 Small group sharing 
1740 Reporting to larger group 
1800 Break 
1815 Eucharist (Fr. Denis) 
1900 Dinner 

 
DAY 4 Activity 
Thu 
14th  
Jul 

0745 Pick up for breakfast 
0800 Breakfast at Bishop’s House 
0845 Morning prayer (Jun-G) 
0900 Orientation about Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat (SJES) 

Patxi Alverez SJ, Coordinator 
0930 Session 8: Overview, Reconciliation with Creation program  

Christina Kheng, Social Apostolate-AP Core-team Member (Facilitator) 
Overview, including GIAN -Ecology: Presentation of the 3 themes and 
their interrelation (10 minutes) Pedro Walpole   
Theme 1: Jesuit Institutions & Lifestyle (co-lead: Fr. Andre, Fr. 
Dominique, Fr. Gabby) 
Theme 2: Youth Education for Sustainability (co-lead: Fr. Greg S.) 
Theme 3: Governance of Natural Resources (co-lead: Fr. Gabby) 
Clarifications   

1030 Morning tea  
1100 Session 9: Networking for future co-operation (groupings) 

Group 1 green campus management (Fr. Andre) 
Group 2 community & lifestyle (Fr. Dominique) 
Group 3 youth education (Fr. Greg S.) 
Group 4 NRM (Julie)  
; Brief about me and field in this themes 
; How can I tie-in to the Conference’s initiatives? 

1200 Lunch at Bishop’s House 
1400 Group reporting  
1445  Session 10: Time of silence and reflection  

How do we feel moved to take this forward?  
1515 Afternoon tea  
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1545 Session 11: Action planning according to the 3 themes and OEWP  
Christina Kheng (Facilitator) 
Go back to same group, share content of prayer 
Group discussion:  

0. What can we do together to move this forward? (who, what, 
when) 

1645 Group presentations 

1730 Break 
1800 Eucharist (Fr. Gabriel) 
1900 Special Dinner, Socials Night (Koh Roka)  

 
DAY 5 Activity 
Fri 
15th  
Jul 
 

0745 Pick up for breakfast 
0800 Breakfast at Bishop’s House 
0845 Morning prayer (Anthony Ba) 
0900 Session 12: Plenary, Presentation, discussion and fine-tuning of 

action plan 
1000 Morning tea 
1030 Session 13: Next steps and wrap-up 

1. Confirmation of action plan – who will do what 
2. Suggestions for next steps (e.g. more formation sessions, keeping in 

touch as a group, how to monitor action plans, etc)  
3. Wrap up, word of thanks 

Closing sharing: My take-away from this workshop 
1130 Closing Eucharist (Fr. Patxi) 
1230 Lunch. Departure of Participants 
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Annex 2: Mekong landuse transect 

A 
A1 

Potential area of deposition 

Potential area of erosion 

From the main road, agricultural lots sloping toward a drainage channel, this area is seasonally flooded 
and may now be planted with maize and beans. The deposition of sediments in these areas may be 
infrequent and have lower productivity potential. Going over another low ridge deposition is not only 
greater in these areas but also the potential for change due to higher vulnerability to erosion, where a 
permanent branch of the river meanders. A boeng or seasonal expanding lake is in a slightly lower area. 
Seasonally it receives overflow from the Mekong; once flooded, people catch fish from these areas.  

The diagram helps us analyse the 
landscape of the lower Mekong. We 
analyse the landscape by walking through 
it and recognizing patterns of landuse 
often elongated, with distinct relations to 
water especially where there are slight 
changes in elevation.  
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Annex 3: Framework for engaging Jesuit 
community and lifestyle 

!

! CONVERSION!OF!
HEARTS!

GRATITUDE!FOR!
GIFT!OF!CREATION!

AS!POINT!OF!
DEPARTURE!

PRAYER! REFLECTION!

INFORMATION!
RESOURCES!

POSSIBLE!
STEPS!

WHAT!HAVE!I!
DONE!FOR!CHRIST/!

CREATION?!

GRACED!JESUIT!
HISTORY!WITH!
CREATION!

PRINCIPLE!
+!!

FOUNDATION!

OUR!ECOLOGICAL!
WAY!OF!

PROCEEDING!

DECIDED!BY!
COMMUNITIES!

FROM!THEIR!OWN!
DESIRES!

Suggestion:!Budget!

PRAYER!SHEET!
FACILITATE!

CONVERSATIONS!

By!when!is!the!
change!expected?!
However!long!it!

takes!!

Offer!information!
periodically!to!the!house!
minister!and!community.!
How!long!does!it!take!to!
produce!change!in!
community!lifestyle?!
Depends!on!what’s!available!
and!who!volunteers?!

This diagram was drafted by the group of ‘Jesuit community and lifestyle’ led by 
Fr. Dominique Tyl (p16). 


