
Environment is relationship 
with God and neighbour



The goal of Ecojesuit, an ecology network of Jesuits and partners from around 
the world, is to facilitate engagements among Jesuit social, educational and 
pastoral institutes, as well as other religious congregations and the Church, to 
address Laudato Si’s broad call for action and collaboration with others in 
reconciliation in the world. Ecojesuit seeks to encourage, share information and 
approaches to support the Conferences as they carry out their mission.

The strategic objectives of Ecojesuit are to:

•  Promote global cooperation: Dialogue to discern with the scientific 
community and with belief systems on the role of values and civil society in 
achieving e�ective change 

•  Accompany regional actions: Collaborate to encourage links with regional 
networks and with diverse stakeholders

•  Support local initiatives: Network to strengthen local efforts in ecological 
conversion and meeting the needs of people

Jesuit responses to a rapidly changing world, 
environmental concerns, poverty, and violence 
are challenging its worldwide ministries. Father 
Arturo Sosa, superior general of the Society of 
Jesus, is calling for reconciliation, and this 
means striving for reconciliation with God, with 
neighbour, and with creation.

And with Laudato Si’, the calls to respond to 
the social and environmental concerns need 
urgent action locally and globally, as planetary 
boundaries are breached and economic 
systems drive further exclusion of the many 
who are poor. All are beckoned as well by Pope 
Francis to an internal ecology that strengthens 
and gives meaning to an ecological citizenship.

“Pope Francis has emphasized the fundamental 
connection between the environmental crisis 
and the social crisis in which we live today.
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“Poverty, social exclusion, and marginalization 
are linked with environmental degradation. 
These are not separate crises but one crisis that 
is a symptom of something much deeper: the 
flawed way societies and economies are 
organized. The current economic system with 
its predatory orientation discards natural 
resources as well as people.

“For this reason, Pope Francis insists that the 
only adequate solution must be a radical one. 
The direction of development must be altered if 
it is to be sustainable. We Jesuits are called to 
help heal a broken world, promoting a new way 
of producing and consuming, which puts God’s 
creation at the center.” (GC 36, Decree 1.29)

Ecojesuit Goal and Objectives

History of Ecojesuit

2015... 2016... 2017... 2018...

Where do we want 
to go together?
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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

5

Fossil fuel energy results in carbon 
waste, but until there is major 
political will to shift economic 
investment into clean energy and to 
increase the cost of a tonne of 
carbon that still remains at US$3-5 
rather than US$30, transformation 
is an uphill struggle.

Circular Economy

Lifestyle change is the biggest challenge to most people living above the poverty line and the 
starting point for many to become committed “ecological citizens.” While daily consumption is 
filled with single-use plastic for convenience and often the use of private transport, all are 
made part of the problem and need to push against the waste-based economy demanding 
change and greater simplicity. Focused on consumption, people are called to adopt a simpler 
lifestyle - one where enough, not more, is the inherent value.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development brings a more holistic way of looking at 
development issues, recognizing that “social and economic development depend on the 
sustainable management of our planet’s natural resources.” Natural capital stocks and 
ecosystem service flows crosscut all human activities in achieving the SDGs.

In response to the call of Laudato Si’, individuals and institutionalized communities are called to 
a simpler lifestyle. In utilizing SDGs as a process of engagement, the link to global desires and 
achievements becomes more evident; through witness and accompaniment, we can achieve 
more at locally. Ultimately, the economic and financial systems have to come to terms with a 
zero-growth circular economy where social and economic inclusion of the margins is the 
model, not endless growth and growing inequality.

Conceptual representation of global resource flows and stocks

Utilisation of stocks 
is optimised

!

Material cycling for 
reuse is optimised

!

Resource extraction 
from the lithosphere 

is minimised

!

The dispersion and 
loss of materials is 

minimised

!

This presents a strongly simplified conceptual representation of the global metabolism: material flows and 
stocks. Flow numbers are for 2015 and the material stocks figure of 792 billion tonnes (Gt) describe 
accumulated material stocks between 1900 and 2011 (PNAS 2015).

The transition to circularity is therefore a means 
to an end; a circular economy has the ability to 
unite a global community behind an action 
agenda, engaged and empowered both 
collectively and individually. Its systematic 
approach boosts capacity and capability to serve 
societal needs, by embracing and endorsing the 
best humankind has to o�er: the power of 
entrepreneurship, innovation and collaboration.

Major steps to take action in bridging the circularity 
gap through leadership and action are 
recommended:

1. Build a global coalition for action
2. Develop a global target and action agenda
3. Translate global targets into local pathways for 

circular change
4. Improve our understanding of how di�erent 

levers for circular change a�ect aspects such as 
material saving, value retention and climate 
mitigation

Adapted from The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) with revisions from the authors
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Vision

Ecojesuit is a free subscription-based 
online publication that o�ers 
contemporary, original, and exclusively 
written commentaries, reflections and 
insights, analysis, and exchange of ideas 
and practices on various ecological and 
social concerns of Jesuit institutions and 
communities. While initially directed at 
Jesuit practitioners and organizations 
working on ecological concerns, Ecojesuit 
encourages participation and 
communication beyond the Jesuits and 
promotes a global collaboration and 
networking on ecology.

By subscribing and joining Ecojesuit online, access is obtained for articles and stories twice a month, 
in English and Spanish, occasionally French and German.  Subscribers join a growing global 
community of more than 2,000 individuals and organizations that exchange and contribute updates, 
information, tools for decision making, publications, and good practices on environmental and social 
topics. To learn more about Ecojesuit Online and to subscribe, please visit http://www.ecojesuit.com/.

• Strengthen local capacity and  
encourage subsidiarity 

• Receive and respond immediately   
to local views

• Assure a unified sense of mission
• Include Ignatian values and its methods

• A reflection first on our life experiences  
and what we value, and gratitude for   
what we have

• Examen allows inner freedom and availability
• Finding consolation and a deep inner peace
• Spiritual and intellectual depth is obtained to 

respond to the challenges of today
• Reconciliation with Creation

• Identity, responsibility,  
and complementarity 

• Mainstream the participation 
and o�er support

6 7

A diverse global society that takes responsibility for 
caring for neighbour and for a sustainable Earth

Mission
With roots in community, to contribute 
to global and regional dialogue and 
action in response to the values and 
changes necessary for sharing   
in a sustainable Earth

• Discernment brings about commitment
• Draws us closer to the reality  we want  

to transform
• Foundation for planning

Way of Proceeding

Ecojesuit Programs

Ecojesuit Online

Flights for Forests is a voluntary carbon 
accountability scheme that seeks to 
generate commitment amongst Jesuits 
and Jesuit institutions globally by 
contributing US$5 for every flight taken.  
The funds generated support natural 
resource management at the local level, 
especially with the youth, and contribute 
to helping rural communities a�ected by 
global, economic, and climate changes.    
Contact flights4forests@gmail.com to 
learn more.

Flights for Forests

Ecojesuit promotes discussions on initiatives centered around the five themes of Ecojesuit 
amongst Jesuits and non-Jesuits. Participants contribute not only to the broadening of 
knowledge but to the movement towards more concerted and joint collaborations and 
partnerships. Learn more and join the discussions by visiting http://ecojesuit.freeforums.net/.

Ecojesuit Theme Discussion Platforms
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Climate Change is addressed 
globally when there are: 

Permanent Evacuation Shelters

Permanent Schools

Livelihood and Economy
and

Implementation of Sustainable 
Development Goals
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R

REAL RESILIENCE BREAKS THE CYCLE

Indicators of Vulnerability 
for Southeast Asia

SOCIAL VULNERABILITY          X   EXPOSURE (Particular Event) X DIVERSITY OF HAZARDS = RISK  DISASTER!
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