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Environment 1s relationship
with God and neighbour

Jesuit responses to a rapidly changing world,
environmental concerns, poverty, and violence
are challenging its worldwide ministries. Father
Arturo Sosa, superior general of the Society of
Jesus, is calling for reconciliation, and this
means striving for reconciliation with God, with
neighbour, and with creation.

And with Laudato Si’, the calls to respond to
the social and environmental concerns need
urgent action locally and globally, as planetary
boundaries are breached and economic
systems drive further exclusion of the many
who are poor. All are beckoned as well by Pope
Francis to an internal ecology that strengthens
and gives meaning to an ecological citizenship.

"Pope Francis has emphasized the fundamental
connection between the environmental crisis
and the social crisis in which we live today.

“Poverty, social exclusion, and marginalization
are linked with environmental degradation.
These are not separate crises but one crisis that
is a symptom of something much deeper: the
flawed way societies and economies are
organized. The current economic system with
its predatory orientation discards natural
resources as well as people.

“For this reason, Pope Francis insists that the
only adequate solution must be a radical one.
The direction of development must be altered if
it is to be sustainable. We Jesuits are called to
help heal a broken world, promoting a new way
of producing and consuming, which puts God's
creation at the center.” (GC 36, Decree 1.29)
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Ecojesuit Goal and Objectives

The goal of Ecojesuit, an ecology network of Jesuits and partners from around
the world, is to facilitate engagements among Jesuit social, educational and
pastoral institutes, as well as other religious congregations and the Church, to
address Laudato Si's broad call for action and collaboration with others in
reconciliation in the world. Ecojesuit seeks to encourage, share information and
approaches to support the Conferences as they carry out their mission.

The strategic objectives of Ecojesuit are to:

* Promote global cooperation: Dialogue to discern with the scientific
community and with belief systems on the role of values and civil society in
achieving effective change

+ Accompany regional actions: Collaborate to encourage links with regional
networks and with diverse stakeholders

» Support local initiatives: Network to strengthen local efforts in ecological
conversion and meeting the needs of people




Boundaries on the Landscape

We need to respect the natural balances of the Earth’s chemistry and
biological diversity. These are the natural boundaries to life as we know
it and there are nine key relationships we are breaking in our misuse of
resources. The planet’s boundaries when put on the landscape are
easier for people to see where they can connect and contribute.
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To Heal A Broken World.:
Humanity's Challenge

~ENERGY

.| Energy imbalance: GHGs, C02 R
concentrations, and changes in absorption
of the Sun's energy and Earth reflectivity

-I CLIMATE CHANGE

Fossil fuel burning is the primary cause of increased
atmospheric carbon and impacts climate change and all
other boundaries of the planet as we know it.

Land use change is a second source of carbon and is now
critically weakening the interconnectivity of ecological
systems and natural diversity and negatively impacting many
of our unique environments from coral reefs to the Arctic.
The lungs of the world — Amazonia, Congo Basin, and
tropical rainforests of Asia — are losing their moderating
influence on climate and biosphere integrity.

A third boundary is novel entities that include
hydrochlorofluorocarbons, also contributing to carbon
emissions, and other chemicals used in the agrochemical
business with high levels of environmental toxicity.
Eutrophication from excessive use of nitrogen and
phosphorus fertilizers threatens the natural biochemical
flows and sustainability of our soils and water sources, a
fourth boundary.

Indigenous Peoples and farming communities in many cases
are both negatively impacted by weather change and
aggressive commercial agriculture. They are frequently
identified as destroying the forest, without recognition of the
drivers, but lack adequate support in agroforestry programs
and tenure while subject to displacement by infrastructure
and mining for national economic development.

The challenges of this generation, recently laid out by a
global agenda survey, can be summarized at three levels. The
first is political will, increasingly unclear geopolitical shifts,
rise of populist leaders, and major shifts in global trade. The
next level is about youth, unemployment, education, skills
development. The third level of global challenges is the
inequalities and the environmental condition of the world.

Global trends and global risks resonate with the inequalities,
the polarization, the public disaffection for political
processes affecting the decision-making globally and
weakening global collaboration. Many global social
processes too are being heavily tested. We keep talking of
risks and seeking to manage these risks but responding to
mass popular reaction, sometimes with limited
understanding and integration of the drivers and root causes
of these risks in an effort to end them. As a result, global
resilience is reduced.

“Strategies for a solution demand an integrated approach to
combating poverty, restoring dignity to the excluded, and at
the same time protecting nature.” (Laudato Si’, 139)



Circular Economy

Conceptual representation of global resource flows and stocks

Fossil fuel energy results in carbon
waste, but until there is major
political will to shift economic
investment into clean energy and to
increase the cost of a tonne of
carbon that still remains at US$3-5
rather than USS$S30, transformation
is an uphill struggle.
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This presents a strongly simplified conceptual representation of the global metabolism: material flows and
stocks. Flow numbers are for 2015 and the material stocks figure of 792 billion tonnes (Gt) describe
accumulated material stocks between 1900 and 2011 (PNAS 2015).

The transition to circularity is therefore a means Major steps to take action in bridging the circularity
to an end; a circular economy has the ability to gap through leadership and action are
unite a global community behind an action recommended:

agenda, engaged and empowered both
collectively and individually. Its systematic
approach boosts capacity and capability to serve
societal needs, by embracing and endorsing the
best humankind has to offer: the power of
entrepreneurship, innovation and collaboration.

1. Build a global coalition for action

2. Develop a global target and action agenda

3. Translate global targets into local pathways for
circular change

4. Improve our understanding of how different
levers for circular change affect aspects such as
material saving, value retention and climate
mitigation



Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Lifestyle change is the biggest challenge to most people living above the poverty line and the
starting point for many to become committed “ecological citizens.” While daily consumption is
filled with single-use plastic for convenience and often the use of private transport, all are
made part of the problem and need to push against the waste-based economy demanding
change and greater simplicity. Focused on consumption, people are called to adopt a simpler
lifestyle - one where enough, not more, is the inherent value.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development brings a more holistic way of looking at
development issues, recognizing that “social and economic development depend on the
sustainable management of our planet’s natural resources.” Natural capital stocks and
ecosystem service flows crosscut all human activities in achieving the SDGs.

In response to the call of Laudato Si’, individuals and institutionalized communities are called to
a simpler lifestyle. In utilizing SDGs as a process of engagement, the link to global desires and
achievements becomes more evident; through witness and accompaniment, we can achieve
more at locally. Ultimately, the economic and financial systems have to come to terms with a
zero-growth circular economy where social and economic inclusion of the margins is the
model, not endless growth and growing inequality.

FOOD AND LANDSCAPE | Food Security & Nutritional Diversity Ecological Long-Term Stability

SYSTEMS Cultural Diversity Sustainable Agricultural
= Systems
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Adapted from The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) with revisions from the authors



A diverse global society that takes responsibility for
caring for neighbour and for a sustainable Earth

With roots in community, to contribute
to global and regional dialogue and
action in response to the values and

changes necessary for sharing
in a sustainable Earth

Way of Proceeding

» A reflection first on our life experiences e Strengthen local capacity and
and what we value, and gratitude for encourage subsidiarity
what we have e Receive and respond immediately
e Examen allows inner freedom and availability to local views
» Finding consolation and a deep inner peace e Assure a unified sense of mission
e Spiritual and intellectual depth is obtained to ¢ Include Ignatian values and its methods

respond to the challenges of today
¢ Reconciliation with Creation

Network

¢ Evaluate

| the response
@-o

“%

Collaborate
Build Develop

an integral
apostolic
response
¢ Discernment brings about commitment e |[dentity, responsibility,
¢ Draws us closer to the reality we want and complementarity
to transform ¢ Mainstream the participation
¢ Foundation for planning and offer support



Ecojesuit Programs
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Ecojesuit Online

Ecojesuit is a free subscription-based
online publication that offers
contemporary, original, and exclusively
written commentaries, reflections and
insights, analysis, and exchange of ideas
and practices on various ecological and
social concerns of Jesuit institutions and
communities. While initially directed at
Jesuit practitioners and organizations
working on ecological concerns, Ecojesuit
encourages participation and
communication beyond the Jesuits and
promotes a global collaboration and
networking on ecology.

By subscribing and joining Ecojesuit online, access is obtained for articles and stories twice a month,
in English and Spanish, occasionally French and German. Subscribers join a growing global
community of more than 2,000 individuals and organizations that exchange and contribute updates,
information, tools for decision making, publications, and good practices on environmental and social
topics. To learn more about Ecojesuit Online and to subscribe, please visit http://www.ecojesuit.com/.

Flights for Forests

Flights for Forests is a voluntary carbon
accountability scheme that seeks to
generate commitment amongst Jesuits
and Jesuit institutions globally by
contributing USS5 for every flight taken.
The funds generated support natural
resource management at the local level,
especially with the youth, and contribute
to helping rural communities affected by
global, economic, and climate changes.
Contact flights4forests@gmail.com to
learn more.
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Ecojesuit Theme Discussion Platforms

Ecojesuit promotes discussions on initiatives centered around the five themes of Ecojesuit
amongst Jesuits and non-Jesuits. Participants contribute not only to the broadening of
knowledge but to the movement towards more concerted and joint collaborations and
partnerships. Learn more and join the discussions by visiting http://ecojesuit.freeforums.net/.



Ecojesuit Programs

PHASE 2 PHASE 3 PHASE 4

AsAP WEEKS AND MONTHS.

PHASE 5

MONTHS AND YEARS AFTER

Disaster Protocol

MITIGATE & PREPARE

The disaster protocol.used in
Ecojesuit initiatives outlines steps
for nding to disasters based
ound five phases with the
ultimate goal of Building Back
Better: 1) Disaster mitigation and
preparedness, 2) Disaster event
warning and identification, 3)
Response and relief, 4) Recovery

SOCIAL VULNERABILITY X EXPOSURE (Particular Event) X DIVERSITY OF HAZARDS = RISK DISASTER!

NATIONAL

EVENT

WARNING Building Back Better

Indicators of Vulnerability
for Southeast Asia

nnnnnn

Climate Change is addressed
globally when there are:

LOCAL TRANSLATION

- Social Group
- Gender

-Age

- Housing Materials

s and rehabilitation, and 5)
Restructure and redesign. Find
EVACUATION ‘:’&é‘ OUt more at
e P‘\Oo\‘?’ — h_ttp://www.ecoljesu|t.com/(_enha.n
OF RECURRENT RIS G I ENCE cing-collaboration-and-action-in

X REDUCED RECURRENT RISK X X .
-disaster-risk-reduction-and-man

agement-the-jcap-coordination-
protocol/7616/.

Disaster area engagement and resilience

C Broader information and accountability for international involvement

Ecostream

Ecostream is an online resource and
reference system for sharing ongoing
initiatives on ecology and sustainability.
Find out more about the actions and —

erojesvit

advocacies of Jesuit institutions and
communities from around the world at
http://ecosj-stream.ecojesuit.com/.
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Living Laudato Si’ Spirituality
for Action Workshops
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The Living Laudato Si’ workshops intend to contribute to the
formation of apostolic communities of practice capable of
reconciling with creation. To join these workshops and take
part in apostolic action and communications in caring for our
common home, contact ecojcap@gmail.com or visit Ecojesuit
Online at http://www.ecojesuit.com/.



Ecojesuit Support
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Healing Earth Text

Healing Earth is a free-access online
textbook in environmental science,
ethics, spirituality, and action for upper
level secondary school students,
beginning college and university
students, and adult learners,
recognized by the Vatican. Since 2012,
over 100 scholars have contributed
insight or written portions of the text
in Healing Earth on a variety of
disciplines including ecology,
theology, biology, physics, chemistry
and philosophy. To date, the book is ;
used by over 85 teachers in a variety of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
classrooms in 19 countries and
includes a Spanish translation. To learn
more about Healing Earth and
participate in future case studies, visit
https://healingearth.ijep.net/.

The SDGs are a set of 17 interrelated global goals that the UN
set to be achieved by 2030 and cover a broad range of social,
environmental, and economic concerns. To find out how to
make lifestyle initiatives based on the SDG targets and the
actions needed to attain the world we want by 2030, visit
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformi
Carbon Challenge ngourworld.

The Ignatian Carbon Challenge invites
individuals and institutions to address m& gg\s{zf“gﬁghg ‘“""ALS
climate change and environmental justice o b

through a series of monthly challenges. J S

To take part in the challenge, visit _w";,
https://ignatiansolidarity.net/ignatian-car
bon-challenge/ and challenge your
friends and family as well.

SLSTAINAELE
DEVELOPHENT

GOALS

>
w IGNATIAN CARBON CHALLENGE

Divestment from Fossil Fuels

Ecojesuit supports the worldwide
Jesuit movement in divesting from
fossil fuels and switching to renewable
energy sources. To help put an end to
the fossil fuel era, visit https://catholic
climatemovement.global/divest-and-r
einvest/ and support the movement.

:== The Global Catholic
"’ Climate Movement




Themes of Ecojesuit

The five themes of Ecojesuit were
developed and discussed in the Ecojesuit
Bonn gathering in December 2017 as urgent
points for collaborative ecological
prioritization and action.

» Disaster Risk Reduction and Water
 Energy and Fossil Fuel Divestments
 Organic Farming and
Land Use Change
» Lifestyle Initiatives using Sustainable
Development Goals from Local to
Global
» Education and Solidarity

Human and natural relations determine the
environment because they act as one:
ecosystem flows, resource use, all manner
of economic and financial exchanges, as
well as human movements. These relations
need to be balanced so that different
stresses do not weigh heaviest on the poor
and the natural environment.

Recognizing the amount of suffering and
degradation already generated globally,
there is a need for far greater reconciliation.

As we enter the Anthropocene, not only is
the very land changing, but our “sky,” our
weather flows, and our ocean currents
are forcing many of the poor to drastically
adapt in order to survive.

Our relations, exchanges and movements
are surprisingly integral. Integral ecology
is what we need to establish as the
paradigm of sustainability that includes
not only our daily practices and habits,
but also our economic and political
systems that must learn to respect the
environment. Our educational systems
are being reworked and science must
focus on problem-solving, all moving for
a better world.

Integral ecology in this way is a universal
priority for all.

» Jesuit Conference
of European Provincials

asuit Conference

of Canada and the
United States

Jesuit Conference
of Latin America
and the Carribean

Jesuit Conference
of Asia Pacific

Jesuit Conference
of Africa and
Madagascar




Invitation to discern,
collaborate, and network

Laudato Si’ placed the environment and the poor at the center of climate change and
sustainable development discussions. If translated and shared, it is first an experience of
felt compassion for the poor that someone shares their pain and suffering.

The ecological conversion needed to bring about lasting change is also a community
conversion to a new way of practicing change together and first entails gratitude and
recognition that the world is a gift.

With this, we invite you to join this effort in a global Jesuit collaboration on
reconciliation and action where the environment is a relationship with God and
neighbour. We invite you to help heal our broken world by taking part in:

Building global Jesuit cooperation
through

¢ Promoting the 5 Themes of Ecojesuit
as urgent ecological points for action
and prioritization

¢ Sharing stories in Ecojesuit and
Ecostream Online

» Supporting global sustainability
campaigns and initiatives

Regional actions in Jesuit
Conference-level activities related to
ecology, such as

« Participating in international events,
especially Jesuit initiatives, and
promoting the Themes of Ecojesuit as
urgent points for action and
prioritization;

¢ Supporting discussions amongst the
Bishops about ecclesial networking on
land use change and indigenous
peoples, and especially where
resource exploitation and mining are a
problem as well as human rights and
migration;

e Promoting and supporting case
studies in Healing Earth Living Text,
Ignatian Carbon Challenge,
divestment in fossil fuels, and working
with the targets for Sustainable
Development Goals; and

 Organizing regional (Living Laudato
Si’) spirituality for action workshops as
a way of enabling organizations and
people to strengthen the relationships
to collaborate and develop
communities of practice for
reconciling with creation

Local initiatives that help promote
sustainability actions in Jesuit
houses, campuses and local
communities towards ecological
conversion, such as

¢ Supporting sustainable lifestyle
approaches of Jesuit houses,
sustainability initiatives of campuses,
and divestment actions of Jesuit
institutions

¢ |dentifying sites where communities
wish to participate in Flights for
Forests

e Encouraging Jesuit institutional
initiatives on sustainable action with
local communities

» Strengthening protocols for Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management
amongst Jesuit and other institutions
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Pedro Walpole SJ

Coordinator, Ecojesuit

¢/0 Environmental Science for Social Change (ESSC)
1/F Manila Observatory Building

Ateneo de Manila University Campus

Loyola Heights

1108 Quezon City

Philippines

Email ecojes.coordinator@gmail.com
Web www.ecojesuit.com

Tel +6329260452

Mobile +639175306924

Regional links and contacts:

Jesuits of Africa and Madagascar (JESAM) - http://jesam.info/
Charles Chilufya SJ, Social Apostolate Coordinator
Email: cchilufya@jesuits.net

Conferencia de Provinciales Jesuitas en América Latina y El Caribe (CP. p://www.cpalsj.org/
Alfredo Ferro Medina SJ, Servicio Jesuita a la Panamazonia (SJPAM

Email: alferrosj@gmail.com

Jesuit Conference of European Provincials (CEP) - https://j
Peter Rozic SJ, Social Apostolate Coordinator
Email: peter.rozic@jesc.eu

Jesuit Conference of South-Asia (JCSA) - http:/,
Xavier Savarimuthu SJ, Vice Principal (Com
Email: sxavi2005@gmail.com

jcsaweb.org/; http://www.gianecologysa.com/
Morning), Saint Xavier's College

Jesuit Conference of Canada and the
Cecilia Calvo, Senior Advisor on En
Email: ccalvo@jesuits.org

ed States (JCCUS) - http://www.jesuits.org/
nmental Justice, National Advocacy Office

Jesuit Conference Asia Pacifi
Sylvia Miclat, Coordinator,
Email: ecojcap@gmail.c;

JCAP) - http://sjapc.net/what-we-do/reconciliation-creation
conciliation with Creation

Social Justice and E

logy Secretariat (SJES) - http://www.sjweb.info/sjs/
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