water is our common ground for action

Water is life - the source of all life and the
balance of life. Water is a daily concern of
our societies all around the world. The
demand for quality domestic water
grows constantly and while a basic
human right, many struggle in their
daily lives with water shortage and
unsanitary conditions. (UN Sustainable
Development Goal 6: Clean water and
sanitation)

Agriculture demands much water and many crops
require high levels of irrigation, but little attention is
given for example to the system of rice
intensification (SRI) method that increases yield with
less water used. Many communities in the uplands
could manage their own water systems, and in the
process sustain the natural forest cover and
ecological systems that can protect the watershed
for all but too often, economic pressures and lack of
capacity undermine local community water systems
and little attention is given to rainwater harvesting.

In the order of importance, industry comes next as
water is used in stages of the manufacturing process
for food, paper, chemicals, petroleum, metals, and
others. Consumers are becoming familiar with the
water footprint or the amount of water consumed
and polluted in the entire processing and
production of basic products like milk (1,020 L/kg),
beef (15,415 L/kg), vegetables (322 L/kg), a car
(52,000-82999 L), a smart phone (12,075 L), a pair of
cotton jeans (7,979 L), or a cotton T-shirt (2,494 L).
Industry needs water for processes in big volumes
and for hydroelectric energy that contributes to 16%
of global electricity production, there are many
associated risks to downstream loss of water quality
and also to downstream communities that rely on
fisheries as livelihoods.

Building roads, mining, and monoculture
plantations are displacing people who have integral
relations with the land, and the non-monetary value
of creation often is lost with the loss of human rights
and destruction of creation.
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This global concern for water reminds us of the
growing droughts and also the floods where there is
too much water at the wrong time and place. What
can we do about this, how do we address climate
change and the need for greater collective action?
Disaster risk reduction has to be met with greater
efforts so that we not only build back better and
reduce the vulnerabilities of people but enhance the
ecosystems that manage our water flows and
regenerate their integrity.

Action for Water is a renewed effort by the Ecojesuit
Network that facilitates engagements and
collaboration to address the broad calls for action
that Laudato Si’ seeks through discernment towards
reconciliation in the world.

Water is our common ground for action.

For more information, please visit
www.ecojesuit.com or contact Pedro Walpole SJ
at ecojes.coordinator@gmail.com or Brex Arevalo
at ecojes.networking@gmail.com.




31. Greater scarcity of water will lead to an
increase in the cost of food and the various
products which depend on its use...The
environmental repercussions could affect
billions of people; it is also conceivable that
the control of water by large multinational
businesses may become a major source of
conflict in this century.
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30. Even as the quality of available water is constantly
diminishing, in some places there is a growing
tendency, despite its scarcity, to privatize this resource,
turning it into a commodity subject to the laws of the
market. Yet access to safe drinkable water is a basic and
universal human right, since it is essential to human
survival and, as such, is a condition for the exercise of
other human rights. Our world has a grave social debt
towards the poor who lack access to drinking water,
because they are denied the right to a life consistent
with their inalienable dignity.

29. One particularly serious problem is the
quality of water available to the poor. Every
day, unsafe water results in many deaths
and the spread of water-related diseases,
including those caused by microorganisms
and chemical substances.

28. Fresh drinking water is an issue of
primary importance, since it is
indispensable for human life and for
supporting terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems. Sources of fresh water are
necessary for health care, agriculture
and industry.




