JCED
Jesuit Centre for Ecology and Development

Ecological
Newsletter

Page 1of 3

Celebrating
the Climate Action Award

ISSUE 01 JAN 2021

Inside
Healthy seedlings
for
healthy forests
Full story on page 2

Beacons of hope in
sustainable energy
Learners celebrating Tasintha Project during one of the open days

Jesuit Centre for Ecology and Development
(JCED) has been honoured to be one of the
recipients of the Inaugural Misean Cara
Climate Action Award. This award is given to
Misean Cara supported projects working to
alleviate the impacts of climate change on
people and communities. JCED in partnership
with the Irish Jesuits International won this
award for their Tasintha Project, an ecological
initiative to empower marginalized farming
households to be more resilient in the face of
climate change impacts in Traditional
Authority Kaomba, Kasungu District,
Malawi.
Tasintha Project is in its third and final year of
implementation. It has so far supported
capacity building of 10 district front line staff
and 673 small-scale farmers with climate
resilience
skills
in
Ecosystem-based
Approaches (EbAs) and Scenario Planning
Techniques. These skills have empowered
farmers to be able to identify climate change
impacts and their causes. This has enabled
them to develop forward looking adaptation
plans for climate related events and changes.
The project is also promoting green and

climate resilient farming practices that are
enhancing crop productivity, food security
and improved nutrition. Farmers are being
encouraged to produce and apply the selected
organic manure types and planting
agroforestry trees in their fields in order to
improve soil fertility and productivity. They
are also encouraged to use efficient cook
stoves to reduce pressure on wood, which is
one of the contributing factors of
deforestation. Under the same Tasintha
Project, JCED is promoting diversified
livelihoods that includes money savings and
loan schemes, small medium enterprises and
value addition to oil seed crops. The aim of
this initiative is to enable farming households
to cop with and recover from climate related
shocks and natural disasters.
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In implementing the award winning Tasintha
Project, JCED is walking the talk of
“journeying with the poor”, “walking
together with the youth to build a hope filled
future” and “caring for our common home” as
presented in the four Universal Apostolic
Preferences (UAPs) for the Society of Jesus
(2019-2029).

Let 2021 be a more successful year

We hope for more collaborations and partnerships
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Healthy seedlings
for healthy forests

A Learner planting agroforestry tree seedlings in a soybean field.

Beacons of hope in
sustainable energy

Agroforestry tree seedlings at JCED nursery

In Malawi, trees play an important role in providing basic
human needs (fuel-wood, food, fodder, fiber,
pharmaceuticals, poles and timber). It is very alarming
that on average the country loses about 2.3% of the tree
cover per year due to the demand for wood that has
superseded the supply. The situation has been accelerated
by the fact that the majority of the people in the country
(90%) still rely on fuel-wood for cooking thus putting
pressure to the 20.4% of the existing forests.
Jesuit Centre for Ecology and Development is addressing
the problem of deforestation in Malawi through a number
of forestry interventions. It is promoting Farmer Managed
Natural regeneration (FMNR), an initiative encouraging
farmers to return and manage natural trees crops in their
farms. In additional to that, the Centre has a wellestablished a tree nursery where vigor seedlings that are
raised for forest landscape restoration programs. The
nursery stocks exotic fast growing multipurpose trees that
have ability to improve soil fertility through leaves and
root nodules. On top of that, different fruit tree types are
also raised to help farmers in nutrition and livelihood
diversity.This intervention has seen 673 farming
households planting and managing over 50, 000 seedlings
for the past three years with cumulative survival rate of
64%.

A
ccording to the National Charcoal Strategy, 20172027 (NCS), nearly, all Malawians (97%) rely on
firewood or charcoal as their source of cooking and
heating fuel. Firewood remains the most used cooking
fuel (90% of households) in rural communities while
charcoal predominantly in urban areas (54%). These
statistics show how serious the problem of
deforestation is in Malawi.
To address this, JCED has been promoting the use of
ceramic efficient cook stoves in rural areas. The stove
uses less fuel-wood hence named “Chitetezo Mbaula”
which literally means “Protective stove”. The Chitetezo
Mbaula is being made by two groups of women from
Lilongwe and Kasungu districts. The stove saves
firewood, keeps residual heat and produces less smoke.
As of now, 2450 stoves have been distributed in
Kasungu.

The increased tree cover on farmers fields, degraded
school landscapes and bare homesteads has transformed
the landscapes in Kasungu. Farmers are benefiting through
fuel wood from pruned tree branches, fruits, fodder and
green manure.
Women receiving ceramic efficient cook stoves

Happy new year
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Household financial
development, a relief to
climate change shocks

Chitetezo Mbaula close up

JCED is introducing a new technology called
“Microgasifier Stove”. The technology uses
briquettes that are made from other sustainable
materials (Crop residuals) rather than wood. A
single processed briquette used in the
Microgasifier cook stove burns for an average of 3
hours with little emissions. The excess heat
generated by the stove is harvested by a thermoelectric generator and converted to electric energy
that charges a battery to light three bulbs for about
12 hours, charge a mobile phone and other small
gadgets.
.

Kelvin Chirwa showcasing the microgasfier stove technology

The new development is a beacon of hope in the
protection of Malawi’s forests as they contribute
directly to one of the the National Charcoal
Strategies of providing a framework to address the
linked problems of increased deforestation and
forest degradation.

A group of women receiving seed capital for small businesses

B
eautiful people with beautiful smiles! JCED under
Tasintha project is geared to promote decent livelihood to
marginalized households of Traditional Authority Kaomba,
Kasungu district; through promotion of small-scale
businesses capacity building, provision of soft loans and
village saving schemes. The three categories combined aid
household income increment, thus cementing household
resilience to all kinds of shocks and crisis
Livelihood interventions in the second year of the project is
aiming at increasing household income of 453 marginalized
households by MK50000 ($66). Household income
increment translates into improved standards of living. As of
now, farming households are attesting other benefits like
renovating shelter, purchase of farm inputs, enabled good
health care and purchase of livestock just to mention a few.
Through capacity building in business management,
provision of soft loans to 298 households and establishment
of 30 village savings schemes have households have
mastered the art of being fortified to various shocks and
impacts related to climate change. Of late, the global COVID
19 pandemic has and is still disrupting the whole world
economy and livelihoods. However, the impact of the
pandemic was significantly low on households under
Tasintha Project as evidenced through follow up visits made
by JCED officers and government to understand and provide
on-spot extension advise. This emanates from the ability to
save money and analytical management of small business
fitting particular scenarios encompassed in Tasintha Project
initiatives.
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