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Photo captions, clockwise from leftmost:

•	 APC youth in Bendum, Philippines have reading activities on Saturday afternoons.

•	 Youth from Zambia in southern Africa learn organic farming methods at the Kasisi 
Agricultural Training Centre in Lusaka.

•	 Forest regeneration practices in Bendum, Philippines use pillar species, such as 
Bitaug in Pinulangiyēn (Calophyllum blancoi).

•	 SJES Annual Meeting with social delegates, GIAN leaders, and members of the SJES 
Advisory Committee in Rome, Italy

•	 Representatives from Indigenous communities, social action networks, and faith-
based organizations in Pan-Amazonia discuss social concerns and actions needed.

•	 Ignatian leaders gather during the 2023 UN Water Conference to discern 
collaborative ecology actions among US provinces

•	 Sharing diverse voices on food and water justice and culture-based solutions during 
the 2023 Climate and Environmental Justice Conference at Santa Clara University
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WELCOME MESSAGE FROM BENDUM

Welcome to the visitors of Bendum, the land and all life (tanghaga) given 
by the Creator (Migtanghaga) to the ancestors of the people along 

the Pulangi River from which they draw their identity as Pulangiyēn. We 
are welcomed to the ancestral domain (gaup) and the community including 
migrants from neighbouring islands as one community or talugan.

Balay Laudato Si’ (BLS) welcomes visitors from the Philippines and other 
countries, as it creates valuable opportunities for the youth and community 
to host visitors and facilitate dialogue. Through this process, guests gain 
a deeper understanding of the culture and how it promotes sustainable 
relationships with land, water, forest, biodiversity, and people.

With genuine gratitude, we recognize and appreciate the gift of our lives, 
in our gaup, and cultivate a spirit of generosity and care for others through 
transformative relationships with one another and the world.
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WELCOME MESSAGE

The groundbreaking publication of Limits to Growth fifty years ago, in March 1972, 
predicted that if the growth trends continued unchanged, we would reach the limit in 

100 years. Sadly, it did not take 100 years. It has taken less than 50 years to realize human 
culpability and the faulty system of relationship with nature. Ecology has become the 
biggest and the most urgent question and challenge of the century.

Following ‘Limits to Growth’ and the Rio Summit in 1992, in which 6 Jesuits working in 
the environmental field participated, a growing concern emerged from Jesuit Provinces 
that recognized the relationship between the promotion of justice and the challenges 
of environmental degradation. The general feeling was that the option for the poor and 
the option for the earth were inseparable, as ecological degradation mainly affected the 
poorest more than others.

In 1995, GC 34 recognized the growing ecological and environmental problems, their 
impacts on human society, and the existence of the enormous untapped potential of the 
Society of Jesus “for our universal mission”. It also highlighted that networking should 
come from all levels of the Society. Decree 21 of GC34 stated: “Initiative and support 
for these various forms of networks should come from all levels of the Society, but the 
Secretariats of the General Curia must continue to play an important role in establishing 
them.” 

In 1999, the Social Apostolate Secretariat published “We Live in a Broken World” 
(Promotio Iustitiae Nº 70), reflecting on the growing ecological challenges that plague 
broader society. Subsequently, in 2008, GC 35 saw such challenges as integral to the 
core of the Society’s mission. It talked of Reconciliation with Creation as an essential 
aspect of being reconciled with God and with other human beings. It reinforced the need 
to “engage in building bridges between rich and poor and establish advocacy links of 
mutual support between those who hold political power and those who find it difficult to 
voice their interests” (D.3., n.28).

Taking cognizance of the invitation of GCs, the Secretariat established Global Ignatian 
Advocacy Networks (GIANs) in 2008 after a discernment workshop, where four focus 
areas emerged as areas of advocacy action: Ecology, Justice in Mining, Migration and 
Right to Education. Despite the calls of GC 35, the journey of the GIAN was not easy. 
After an evaluation study 2018, Fr. General Arturo Sosa invited the Secretariat to “develop 
a model” appropriate for today’s global challenges and reiterated the need for shared 
advocacy actions.

Finally, on May 26, 2022, after a year of discernment with Conference Social Secretaries, 
network leaders and all those experience in advocacy networks, Fr. General promulgated 

Ecojesuit Meeting August 2023
A Call to Commitment, Communication, and Collaboration

Xavier Jeyaraj SJ
Secretary, Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat 
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Xavier Jeyaraj SJ
Secretary
Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat (SJES)

a document for the Society of Jesus, “GIAN: A Pathway to Deepen Collaboration” that 
highlights a spiritual, dialogical, bottom-up approach for Conferences, Provinces, and 
Regions to better engage in the richness of the international and multicultural nature of 
the Society.

Continuing the call to collaborate in the care of our Common Home (UAP4), Fr. Arturo 
Sosa, in the latest De Statu Societatis, published on July 31 2023, says, “There is a 
growing desire to do something, but we need to move beyond good intentions. Often, 
our actions are more cosmetic than genuine ecological conversion that requires 
profound changes in our lifestyle and work, which we consciously and unconsciously 
resist. Deepening our intellectual contribution in this field must be accompanied by the 
promotion of public policies that ensure the fulfilment of the commitments to measures 
agreed upon to reverse the deterioration of the environment worldwide, including 
plans to replace fossil fuels as the main source of energy generation, to control 
environmentally predatory mining, to preserve and grow forests.... And it also means 
reviewing and making decisions about our daily lives, that is, what kind of energy we 
use in our homes and institutions, how we move around in cities or when we travel 
abroad, our use of water, cooking, clothing... Becoming authentically contemplative in 
action will be clearly reflected in this challenge.”

In the recent annual gathering of Conference Social Secretaries, GIAN leaders, and 
Advisory Committee members in June 2023, there was a strong sense of collective 
mission and a profound willingness to work together. There is a greater understanding of 
ecological degradation and climate change realities and a sense of urgency to commit, 
communicate, collaborate and respond collectively with renewed energy and hope.  

As you prepare to discern the collective path forward for Ecojesuit Network to renew 
your commitment, enhance collaboration, and strengthen communications towards 
effective advocacy, I share with you four important learnings:

1.   When the road is unclear, slippery and challenging, we must hold hands 
and walk together.

2.  Inspirational documents are helpful; however, structures are crucial to a 
responsible journey. 

3.  We learn to collaborate by ‘being’ and by collaborating ‘with’, and
4.  Collaboration and networking is an art.

All the best to each of you in this journey of discernment, collaboration and networking.

In deep solidarity,
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WELCOME MESSAGE FROM ECOJESUIT

Pedro Walpole SJ
Ecojesuit Global Coordinator

Lakēta, welcome, friends and collaborators to Bendum, and blessing. It is with 
deep joy that I thank you for travelling all the distance to Bendum for the Ecojesuit 

Meeting 2023.

We gather at Balay Laudato Si’, a culture and ecology center in the ancestral domain 
of the Pulangiyēn community. It is a place where people across society come together 
to share their culture, hopes, and experiences in reflecting on Laudato Si’ as well as on 
the management of the ancestral domain and ways forward, together.

Over the years, many Jesuit tertians, scholastics, and novices from many countries: 
Zimbabwe, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Kenya, China, Japan, Myanmar, Vietnam, Indonesia, 
among others, exchanged learnings and experiences with the youth, and witnessed 
how Indigenous People are responding to integral concerns in the landscape.

The world continues to face ever growing difficulties. Given the sustained crises from 
fires, floods, conflicts, migration, a transition to an El Niño weather pattern, and with 
poor political action for the environment, the challenges are mounting. It is important 
to discern how we can enable a sense of vision while communicating the hope that is 
needed, especially to the youth.

Conference participation and commitment challenge us and with recent changes, 
there are new perspectives and aspirations. Effective collaboration and sustained 
engagement are key while continuously including the dimension of shared faith and 
deep spirituality in care for Creation.

This gathering is an effort to strengthen commitment and communication by listening 
to the contexts and challenges of ecological engagements at the Conference and 
Province levels, to renew a sense of broader collaboration by identifying cross-
Conference linkages and partnerships, to strengthen Ecojesuit’s actions and 
connectivity, and to enhance communication strategies for effective advocacy.

I thank those preparing and organizing in putting this meeting together, and I pray that 
the gathering will be meaningful and fruitful in our shared mission on ecological justice.

Sincerely in Christ,
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OBJECTIVES OF THE ECOJESUIT MEETING 2023
Commitment, Collaboration, Communication

1.	 To listen to the contexts and challenges of ecological 
engagements at the Conference, Province levels, so that network 
actions and connectivity can be strengthened to promote global 
cooperation;

2.	 To identify cross-Conference linkages where broader partnership 
is possible and also leadership for some of the themes through 
contextual networking processes; and

3.	 To strengthen the network’s communication strategies with each 
Conference in better amplifying local stories and realities for 
effective advocacy.
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SessIon 1: Listening 
This session involves listening at three different levels: global, regional, and local. 
The objective is to listen to the contexts and challenges of ecological engagements 
to strengthen Ecojesuit’s actions and connectivity. Participants listen to a sharing of 
outcomes of the recent SJES Annual Meeting followed by a global overview over the 
past six years of what is broadly expressed as community and climate action.

Guide questions:
1.	 What are we doing together and what have we learned?
2.	 Why do we support these actions and how do we grow?
3.	 How can the spaces and processes created be transformed as a response to the 

call for action and invitation for transformation?

For the regional and local levels of listening, participants present local realities, stories, 
and actions animated on the five shared themes: climate and agroecology, youth 
engagement, ecclesial networking, policy advocacy, and energy ( just transition).

Guide questions:
1.	 What are the areas of socio-ecological engagement that the Conference 	

connects with and is actively undertaking?
2.	 What climate justice advocacy actions are possible and who are the 		

Conference partners?
3.	 What are the experiences of networking and where do you expect to network - 

locally, regionally, globally?

Participants then work on the Table of Activities (shared in this document) that 
highlights what each Conference is doing in relation to the five shared areas at the 
local, regional, and global levels. The aim of the exercise is to deepen the sense of 
contextual networking through a clearer visualization of the shared activities and by 
nurturing an exchange of methods and practices.

Session 2: Building the Framework of Collaboration
This session aims to highlight the important role of community-based research 
in grounding global advocacy and collaboration on environmental justice. After 
listening and ‘breaking into’ contextual networking by exploring possible linkages 
beyond the Conference structure, and while Province participation at the Conference 
(regional) level is growing, it is important to explore how bridges can be built with 
other movements, processes, or systems. Participants listen to an online session led 
by Christopher Bacon of Santa Clara University on student-led community-based 
research on food and water justice.

Guide questions:
1.	 What similar experiences are there in my Conference?
2.	 Where and how do we strengthen collective action of communities and 

universities?

WORKSHOP SESSIONS
DAY 1
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Session 3: Engaging with Indigenous Peoples and the Youth
Listening to Indigenous Peoples is a shared focus among many, where the ‘local to 
global’ approach seeks to bring local voices together as basis for a shared global 
advocacy.

The team from APC’s Forest, Farm, and Leadership in the Margins unit led by 
Mr Jason Menaling guides participants on a visit around Bendum, explaining the 
different programs on forest and water management, organic farming, and bamboo 
processing for sustainable construction of learning facilities in the community. These 
youth-led programs enhance technical skills that integrate cultural and traditional 
knowledge and practices, hone leadership skills, and build confidence in sharing 
their stories more broadly.

Guide questions:
1.	 What are the methods of community accompaniment in my context?
2.	 What are the similarities or shared realities with what the youth in Bendum are 

doing?
3.	 How can these be broadened and shared?

Session 4: Broadening Partnerships
The Framework of the Five Shared Areas of Collaboration was put together based on 
dialogues with the Conferences to identify linkages where broader partnerships are 
possible.

Guide questions:
1.	 What bridges can be built across and beyond Conferences where shared areas 

for collaboration are identified?
2.	 Beyond the Jesuit circles, what groups are working in these five areas and what 

partnerships are possible?

One of the key actions in effective networking is the broadening of partnerships 
beyond our institutions and Conferences. As an example, higher education 
institutions in the US have greatly contributed in responding to socio-ecological 
concerns, especially where their research processes integrate with community 
needs. Linking with networks such as the International Association of Jesuit 
Universities (IAJU) is crucial, particularly with the Environmental and Ecological 
Justice (EEJ) Task Force and its involvements with Healing Earth, Laudato Si’ 
Universities, and the Climate Change Conferences hosted by Loyola University 
Chicago.

Participants listen to a session led by Nancy Tuchman from Loyola University 
Chicago on Promoting economic and environmental justice through the IAJU for 
possible areas of collaboration.

WORKSHOP SESSIONS
DAY 2
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Session 5: Networking and Communications
Communication is an integral element of networking, yet facilitating a 
coordinated communications strategy for effective advocacy is a continued 
struggle. This session aims to strengthen the network’s communication 
strategies and processes for effective activities. 

Participants join an online session led by Chad Raphael of Santa Clara 
University that shares perspectives on communications and advocacy and 
how these are integral to community realities and challenges. A “situationer” 
of the challenges experienced in networking and communications is 
presented followed by a review of Ecojesuit’s current communication 
platforms and how our communications as a network can be strengthened.

Guide questions:
1.	 How do we listen or ‘give witness’ to the perspectives and experiences in 

the margins and how are these shared?
2.	 What are the communication platforms used and how do we understand 

if these are the right platforms for the messages?
3.	 As we ‘witness’ these local experiences, how do we broadly 

communicate and build a shared global advocacy?

Session 6: Advocacy and Ways Forward
The global COP process for climate discussions and actions has become an 
increasingly difficult space for engagement, yet this UN process remains an 
important platform for taking action at the global level.

This posts a genuine challenge for the Ecojesuit network in bringing the 
local and regional contexts to the global. Plans and actions for COP 28 are 
discussed, such as an online #COP@Home campaign to share and animate 
local and regional stories of action. 

Guide questions:

As a network:
1.	 What is our understanding of the contexts and challenges of ecological 

engagements at the Conference, Province, and local levels, and how do 
these strengthen Ecojesuit’s actions and connectivity?

2.	 What is our articulation of cross-Conference linkages and identified 
groups for broader partnership?

3.	 What are the strategies identified to strengthen the network’s 
communication processes for effective advocacy?

WORKSHOP SESSIONS
DAY 3

9



A major program of the Apu Palamguwan Cultural Education 
Center (APC) is the K-12 Indigenous school that serves the 

Pulangiyēn community and offers mother tongue-based multilingual 
education in Upper Pulangi, Northern Mindanao, Philippines. 
Mother tongue-based education is integral to the Pulangiyēn 
youth’s cultural integrity and identity and enables a deepened 
appreciation of their traditional knowledge. Started as a literacy 
program in 1993 and developed into a full-fledged K-12 school, the 
APC school was legally established in 2004 and gained recognition 
from the Department of Education as an Indigenous school. 

APC collaborates with Jesuit Worldwide Learning (JWL), a Jesuit organization 
that  provides tertiary learning to people and communities in the margins who do 
not have access to higher learning opportunities. APC implements JWL programs 
such as the Global English Programme (GEL) for the youth to help build their skills 
and confidence in speaking and writing in the English language. There are also 
professional courses on Learning Facilitation, Peace Leadership, and Liberal Arts 
Studies that open pathways for youth to pursue higher education without leaving 
their communities. These programs assist in empowering students to share and 
engage in global conversations.

Balay Laudato Si’ (BLS) is a culture and ecology center situated in Sitio Bendum 
and offers opportunities for connecting the vision of the Pulangiyēn People in 
Upper Pulangi with global development movements, the Laudato Si’ Goals, 
and the Universal Apostolic Preferences of the Society of Jesus. BLS nurtures 
interactions between people across society and community youth in exchanging 
cultural values, learnings, and experiences in integral ecology.

The Forest, Farm, and Leadership in the Margins (FFLM) is the APC program 
that accompanies the youth in enhancing their technical and leadership skills 
through courses on organic farming, masonry and carpentry, forest and water 
management, and bamboo processing, and enterprise development. FFLM is a 
certified Learning Site of the Agricultural Training Institute of the Department of 
Agriculture.

The Dalēpaan is a safe place for the youth in APC and provides basic human 
needs and relations for children from neighboring villages and staff coming from 
downstream. Many consider the Dalēpaan a second home. Students who stay in 
the Dalēpaan come from villages a day’s walk away and they stay for the semester 
to learn. Since the students are far from their family for many months, teachers 
staff members guide and support them and are called Ate (older sister) and Kuya 
(older brother).

APU PALAMGUWAN CULTURAL EDUCATION CENTER
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FFLM is guided by the cultural tradition of Tuēn hu Uyag (Learning by Living and 
Doing) that offers eight-week holistic training activities to young people not 

in school. These activities include technical skills training and formative sessions 
that strengthen the youth’s sense of responsibility and leadership towards the 
well-being of their community and the management of their land. (Indigenous 
Peoples and Laudato Si’, 2019) The long-term goal is to promote integral ecology 
and integral human development within and beyond the Upper Pulangi watershed 
through the following:

•	 Ecosystem Restoration that targets to manage 20 hectares of forests 
using FFLM learning approaches and where youth gain skills in mapping, 
managing, and monitoring forest zones.

•	 Sustainable Land Management that targets to have two hectares of farm 
to serve as contexts for learning methods and practices in producing crops 
and livestock that improve food security and soil health.

•	 Youth Leadership training to raise youth awareness and interest and help 
build capacities in integrated approaches to sustainability in the uplands by 
providing opportunities in forest, farm, and leadership skills.

The FFLM team shares how the youth contribute to the management of the 
ancestral domain through forest and water management and organic farming. 
The youth appreciate dialogue with other groups and discussions enable them 
to articulate the challenges they face in the broader landscape, their efforts in 
learning to take responsibility for managing the ancestral domain, their hopes and 
dreams for their community and life, and why they think their voices as Indigenous 
youth need to be heard.

LOCAL ENGAGEMENT: 
Integrated Approach to Sustainability in the Uplands
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This collaboration framework lays out the priorities and activities shared with Ecojesuit 
on emerging common areas of engagement: 1) climate and agroecology (food and 

water vulnerability), 2) youth engagement, 3) ecclesial networking, 4) policy advocacy, 
and 5) energy ( just transition)

As a networking tool and reference, the framework can guide efforts in collaboration and 
help understand the different Conference contexts, themes, and advocacies. With fossil 
fuels now at the crux of COP discussions, divestment and just transition are gaining more 
attention for action and reinforces the need for a coherent North-South partnership.

FRAMEWORK OF FIVE SHARED AREAS OF 
GLOBAL COLLABORATION

POLICY - CEP, JCCUS, JCAM and JCSA
YOUTH - CEP, JCCUS, JCAM and JCSA
ECCLESIAL NETWORKING - CEP, CPAL, JCAM, JCAP and JCSA
ENERGY - CEP, JCAP and JCSA
AGROECOLOGY - CPAL, JCAM, JCAP, JCCUS and JCSA

12
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The APC school is named after Apu Palamguwan, a mythical ancestor of the 
Pulangiyēn, who dreamt that his children would write their own stories. In the 

school, the youth of Upper Pulangi learn about their cultural stories and songs. 
They also learn about forest regeneration, water management, and organic farming 
in their natural resource management classes. Youth working in organic farming 
contribute to food security through traditional methods that integrate the farm and 
forest in the context of their culture.

These trainings engage the youth through field-based activities that deepen their 
appreciation of the value of caring for natural resources in their ancestral domain 
and enhance ecosystem services. The youth are also learning English through the 
JWL programs to build their confidence in sharing their stories.

Previous APC partnerships 
provided opportunities for 
the youth to engage with 
university students. Part of a 
community-based research on 
socioeconomic vulnerabilities 
of upland farmers with the 
University of Namur and the 
Catholic University of Louvain 

was a visit by students from the Ateneo Graduate School of Business. Graduate 
students of a natural resource management and human development course 
coming from different Asian countries under the Asian Peacebuilders Scholarship 
program (a shared initiative with the Nippon Foundation, the UN-mandated 
University for Peace in Costa Rica, and the Ateneo de Manila University in the 
Philippines) held field learning visits in Bendum and listened as APC students 
shared their natural resource management activities in caring for the gaup, and 
their dreams for their community and life.

Amid the ecological and social challenges, the Upper Pulangi youth find 
consolation in Laudato Si’, amazed that someone from the other side of the 
world understands their culture and the integrity of living on the land, and the 
importance of collective dreaming. Pope Francis’ letter, Querida Amazonia, affirms 
the need for greater care and attention for Indigenous communities and traditions, 
and where they can be meaningfully engaged. The effort is to listen to the youth’s 
concerns, find ways to accompany and reflect, and advocate for the land while 
sharing a dream and sense of mission.

MATERIALS
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Balay Laudato Si’ (BLS) is a culture and ecology center that provides a setting 
for broader sharing of values and reflections in understanding how integral 

ecology can be lived out and how to care for our Common Home by learning 
from the wisdom of Indigenous Peoples.

The launching of Healing a Broken World in 2010 under Fr Adolfo Nicolás SJ was 
celebrated here, along with the Environmental Way of Proceeding from the Jesuit 
Conference of Asia Pacific (JCAP)-Reconciliation with Creation.

BLS offers various opportunities to connect the vision of the Pulangiyēn people 
in Upper Pulangi with global development movements that include the 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals and the Universal Apostolic Preferences of the 
Society of Jesus.

When the encyclical letter Laudato Si’ came out, youth leaders from the 
community were astounded to find themselves able to identify with the message 
of Pope Francis. The recognition of the role of Indigenous Peoples and local 
communities in making a difference in the world is a great consolation and 
affirmation for vulnerable groups such as Indigenous communities who are not 
always heard. 

This reflection by community youth became the starting point for many more 
enriching activities and collaboration with different groups from all over the 
world. BLS became the link with others in deepening the understanding of 
relationships with others and with the land, and how these relationships help 
understand ourselves better.

Jesuits and scholastics from different countries visit and engage with the youth in 
Bendum and find affirmation. These engagements of learning from one another 
are effective in facilitating an understanding that we are all connected and can 
draw inspiration from one another.

Students and other community youth articulate their place in the world without 
losing their cultural grounding. And when visitors walk with them to the forest, 
they explain their role in water catchment area management and organic 
farming, even if greatly challenged in speaking in English.

Balay Laudato Si’ is managed and operated 
by staff of Apu Palamguwan Cultural 
Education Center, as part of its local to global 
learning program, in collaboration with the 
Environmental Science for Social Change.

Balay Laudato Si’: Living Laudato Si’ in the Heart of Mindanao
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Advocating for Climate Justice: 
A Commitment from the Ignatian Family

The Ignatian family, with its collaborators and partners, came together on Earth Day 2021 for a 
collective statement Towards COP26: Advocating for Climate Justice, A Commitment from the 

Ignatian Family to change and for change, an awakening at a time of massive global challenges. 
In November of that year, representatives of nearly 200 countries gathered in Glasgow, 
Scotland, UK for the 26th UN Summit on Climate Change or COP26, which was viewed as “the 
last best chance” in avoiding a climate catastrophe.

The Ignatian commitment, organized and facilitated by Ecojesuit and SJES, gathered more than 
70 signatories from the Conference Presidents, Secretariats for Higher and Basic Education and 
SJES, Social Delegates, GIANs, Provincials and Socii, Xavier Network, other Ignatian networks, 
institutions, and communities, educational institutions.

As Ecojesuit stated then, “Our commitment is a covenant. Even if politicians and business 
people give up, we do not give up. We always seek to uphold the voices of the poor, allow the 
youth have a future, and ensure the inclusion and leadership of Indigenous Peoples – all for 
the care of our common home. We need to keep the statement alive, keep all informed, seek 
updates and suggestions, and always be on the lookout for the conversion in action taking 
place. It is a time of great challenge, but there is also a call of great hope.”

Towards COP26: Advocating for Climate Justice
A Commitment from the Ignatian Family

When representatives of nearly 200 countries gather in Glasgow 
this November for the 26th UN Summit on Climate Change 

(COP 26), the world will have reached a critical juncture. COP26 is 
the “the last best chance” that we have to save our planet and avoid a 
climate catastrophe.1 This meeting will decide what kind of planet we 
share with present and future generations.

In 2015 the Paris Climate Agreement was hailed as a milestone 
on the path to reducing carbon emissions, limiting global warming, 
and creating a sustainable future. It was an agreement in principle, 
but faltered in the steps to implementation. Former UN Secretary 
for Climate Change, Christiana Figueres and climate lobbyist Tom 
Rivett-Carnac warn if temperatures continue to rise at their current 

rate, “it is clear that by mid-century human misery would be high, biodiversity would be decimated, 
and that we and our children would live in a world that is constantly deteriorating with no possible 
recuperation.”2 By 2030, 700 million people will be at risk of being displaced because of drought 
and land degradation.3 Further still, 95% of earth’s land areas could be degraded by 2050.4

Pope Francis teaches that, while climate change affects everyone, it is hurting most the poorest 
and most marginalised people. That this is true we know from our very own work experience and 
shared life with the poor. Our engagement, therefore, demands a process which draws upon 
our experience in community accompaniment, science, and faith. We are guided by Ignatian 
spirituality, the call of the Papal Encyclicals Fratelli Tutti and Laudato Si’ for solidarity and integral 
ecology and the Universal Apostolic Preferences (UAPs). The UAPs call for greater discernment, 
alignment with the poor, sharing of a new generation’s vision of hope, as we care for our common 
home, this being the context where we can live out the needed changes.

Our own discerned commitment to act is a source of hope, calling us to deeper accompaniment 
and collaboration. We are calling upon all governments and all people to act now.

Towards COP26: Advocating for Climate Justice
A Commitment from the Ignatian Family

When representatives of nearly 200 countries gather in Glasgow this November for the 
26th UN Summit on Climate Change (COP 26), the world will have reached a critical 

juncture. COP26 is the “the last best chance” that we have to save our planet and avoid a 
climate catastrophe.1 This meeting will decide what kind of planet we share with present and 
future generations.

In 2015 the Paris Climate Agreement was hailed as a milestone on the path to reducing 
carbon emissions, limiting global warming, and creating a sustainable future. It was an 
agreement in principle, but faltered in the steps to implementation. Former UN Secretary 
for Climate Change, Christiana Figueres and climate lobbyist Tom Rivett-Carnac warn if 
temperatures continue to rise at their current rate, “it is clear that by mid-century human 
misery would be high, biodiversity would be decimated, and that we and our children would 
live in a world that is constantly deteriorating with no possible recuperation.”2 By 2030, 700 
million people will be at risk of being displaced because of drought and land degradation.3  
Further still, 95% of earth’s land areas could be degraded by 2050.4  

Pope Francis teaches that, while climate change affects everyone, it is hurting most the 
poorest and most marginalised people. That this is true we know from our very own work 
experience and shared life with the poor. Our engagement, therefore, demands a process 
which draws upon our experience in community accompaniment, science, and faith. We 
are guided by Ignatian spirituality, the call of the Papal Encyclicals Fratelli Tutti and Laudato 
Si’ for solidarity and integral ecology and the Universal Apostolic Preferences (UAPs). The 
UAPs call for greater discernment, alignment with the poor, sharing of a new generation’s 
vision of hope, as we care for our common home, this being the context where we can live 
out the needed changes.

Our own discerned commitment to act is a source of hope, calling us to deeper 
accompaniment and collaboration. We are calling upon all governments and all people to 
act now. 

COP 26 must be a forum for making decisions especially on these five key points: 

1. Finalise the Paris Agreement in full, so implementation of the Rulebook can begin.5

2. Find solutions that respect human rights and allow all nations to achieve net-zero 
targets by 2050.6  

3. Mobilise US$100 billion yearly in climate finance to developing countries7 and shift 
to policies that promote more sustainable economies like the European Green Deal. 

4. Ensure business is accountable for their emissions and negative impact on the 
environment and communities.8

5. Integrate nature-based solutions9 (NBS) in finalizing the Paris Agreement Rulebook. 



COP 26 must be a forum for making decisions especially on these five key points:
1.	 Finalise the Paris Agreement in full, so implementation of the Rulebook can begin.5
2.	 Find solutions that respect human rights and allow all nations to achieve net-zero targets by 2050.6
3.	 Mobilise US$100 billion yearly in climate finance to developing countries7 and shiftto policies that 

promote more sustainable economies like the European Green Deal.
4.	 Ensure business is accountable for their emissions and negative impact on the environment and 

communities.8
5.	 Integrate nature-based solutions9 (NBS) in finalizing the Paris Agreement Rulebook.

As a community, the Ignatian family and collaborators commit to:

1.	 Change consistent with the goals of the 2015 Paris Agreement with no giving up or backing out.
2.	 Work with other advocates for change to enable full participation of developing counties in the 

COP26 process and its subsequent implementations.
3.	 Practice servant leadership that listens, shares what is heard, and then seeks to collaborate.
4.	 Encourage the many people who engage with the global Jesuit and Church efforts to accompany 

and act in solidarity with the world’s marginalised by listening to and learning from their 
experiences.

5.	 Promote the contributions of Indigenous Peoples in devising nature-based solutions that protect 
forests, oceans, ecosystems, biodiversity, and biomes.

In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis states that “Many things have to change of course, but it is we
human beings above all who need to change”10 continuing that “we need to strengthen the
conviction that we are one single human family”.11 COP26 is a meeting of the leaders of this
family and it is our duty to engage in the process that seeks to heal our fragile earth.

We invite you to link with Ecojesuit as a way of tracking initiatives and learning how to
engage as we identify who is participating locally. Do share your actions and collaborate
through joining Ecojesuit initiatives globally at http://cop26.ecojesuit.com.

1United States Special Envoy for Climate, John Kerry (https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/01/will-2021-be-the-year-of-living-dangerously/ )
2The Future We Choose: Surviving the Climate Crisis (2020) by Christiana Figueres and Tom Rivett-Carnac, p.19
3World Health Organization (www.who.int/health-topics/drought)
4Global Environment Facility (www.thegef.org/topics/land-degradation)
5Confirming the Carbon Trading rules, Article 6 in the Paris Agreement Rulebook, for a global carbon market and avoiding the problem of 
double counting.
6https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-03/FairShareUK_Infographic.pdf
https://demandclimatejustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/NOT_ZERO_How_net_zero_targets_disguise_climate_inaction_FINAL.pdf
7As large as $100 billion sounds, it may still be far less than what is needed due to the added impacts of the pandemic.54% of low-income 
countries are in debt distress or at high risk of debt distress as of September 2020
8Enabling means for ‘Loss and Damage’ through the Warsaw International Mechanism
9Nature-based Solutions, https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/114/44/11645.full.pdf NBS has the potential to deliver up to 37% of the cost-
effective mitigation required by 2030.
10Laudato Si’ (2015) by His Holiness, Pope Francis, p.149.
11Ibid, p.39.



Dear brothers and sisters!

“Let Justice and Peace Flow” is the theme of this year’s ecumenical Season of 
Creation, inspired by the words of the prophet Amos: “Let justice flow on like a river, 
righteousness like a never-failing stream” (5:24).

How can we contribute to the mighty river of justice and peace in this Season of 
Creation? What can we, particularly as Christian communities, do to heal our common 
home so that it can once again teem with life? 

First, let us join the mighty river by transforming 
our hearts. This is essential for any other 
transformation to occur; it is that “ecological 
conversion” which Saint John Paul II encouraged 
us to embrace: the renewal of our relationship 
with creation so that we no longer see it as an 
object to be exploited but cherish it instead as a 
sacred gift from our Creator.

Second, let us add to the flow of this mighty river by transforming our lifestyles. Starting 
from grateful wonder at the Creator and his creation, let us repent of our “ecological 
sins,” as my brother, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, has urged. Let us be as mindful 
as we can about our habits and economic decisions so that all can thrive.

Lastly, for the mighty river to continue flowing, we must transform the public policies 
that govern our societies and shape the lives of young people today and tomorrow. The 
world leaders who will gather for the COP28 summit in Dubai from 30 November to 
12 December next must listen to science and institute a rapid and equitable transition 
to end the era of fossil fuel. According to the commitments undertaken in the Paris 
Agreement to restrain global warming, it is absurd to permit the continued exploration 
and expansion of fossil fuel infrastructures. Let us raise our voices to halt this injustice 
towards the poor and towards our children, who will bear the worst effects of climate 
change. I appeal to all people of good will to act in conformity with these perspectives 
on society and nature.

In this Season of Creation, as followers of Christ on our shared synodal journey, let us 
live, work and pray that our common home will teem with life once again. May the Holy 
Spirit once more hover over the waters and guide our efforts to “renew the face of the 
earth” (cf. Ps 104:30).

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis 
for the World Day of Prayer 
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Working with our Global Jesuit Partners 
towards Environmental Justice

Excerpts from the Keynote Address of Fr. Michael Garanzini SJ, President of the 
Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities (AJCU) and Board Member of the 

International Association of Jesuit Universities (IAJU), during the Climate and Environmental 
Justice Conference 2023 at Santa Clara University, April 2023:

I want to say a little bit more about the International 
Association of Jesuit Universities (IAJU) that is divided 
into 6 regions and 70 different provinces. We are not 
evenly distributed but our reach is global. Due to this 
geographic diversity, we also see cultural, religious, 
and socioeconomic diversity. This diverse international 
association has the desire to do something truly 
interesting and impactful. 

IAJU is currently looking at what can be done in the area of environmental justice. 
What can we do in terms of research? What can we do to better design undergraduate 
and graduate education? What can we do as an association of universities that would 
eventually lead to research, action, and then advocacy? 

Environmental justice is a growing interest due to concerns in the Global South – 
Latin America, Africa, India. A shared concern is on food and water insecurity, and the 
community-based research methods of Santa Clara University can play a leadership role 
in this effort. We need six solid institutions with research capacity to take the lead, and I 
think that Santa Clara University is primed for one of the leadership roles. 

How can we make environmental justice a signature element of Jesuit education, so that 
students of Jesuit schools will have touched on this issue and will try to integrate this in 
their own world vision? 

Education prepares you by giving you [students] the tools for leading a life of meaning 
and purpose, and environmental justice is certainly one of the issues you must deal with. 
If you are going to become a citizen of your local community, you are also a citizen of the 
United States and a citizen of the world.

We often talk about faith that does justice. How do you ground your work against 
injustices drawing from your religious beliefs? How can you take this work up to live a 
life of meaning and purpose? This is our aim. These issues should be at the heart of what 
we do as institutions as we have responsibilities to this country and world. One specific 
example of this responsibility is democratic citizenship; how are we preparing young 
people to participate in this democracy?

Environmental justice is another shared responsibility that we want to drive through 
the curriculum of each educational institution. This is where we need to go; educational 
institutions need to be instruments for helping create women and men with clear meaning 
and purpose to their lives, who will then make this world a better place to live in. 

21



Onset of El Niño conditions declared by WMO

The most recent update from the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) declares the 
onset of El Niño conditions and forecasts a 90% probability of the El Niño event continuing 

during the second half of 2023 and expected to be at least of moderate strength.

El Niño conditions have developed in the tropical Pacific for the first time in seven years, setting 
the stage for a likely surge in global temperatures and disruptive weather and climate patterns.

“The onset of El Niño will greatly increase the likelihood of breaking temperature records and 
triggering more extreme heat in many parts of the world and in the ocean,” said WMO Secretary-
General Prof. Petteri Taalas.

“The declaration of an El Niño by WMO is the signal to governments around the world to 
mobilize preparations to limit the impacts on our health, our ecosystems, and our economies,” 
he said. “Early warnings and anticipatory action of extreme weather events associated with this 
major climate phenomenon are vital to save lives and livelihoods.”

El Niño occurs on average every two to seven years, and episodes typically last nine to 12 
months. It is a naturally occurring climate pattern associated with warming of the ocean surface 
temperatures in the central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean. But it takes place in the context 
of a climate changed by human activities.

In anticipation of the El Niño event, a WMO report released in May predicted that there is a 98% 
likelihood that at least one of next five years, and the five-year period as a whole, will be warmest 
on record, beating the record set in 2016 when there was an exceptionally strong El Niño.

The WMO report in May, led by the UK’s Met Office with partners around the world, also said 
there is a 66% likelihood that the annual average near-surface global temperature between 2023 
and 2027 will temporarily be more than 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels for at least one year. 

“This is not to say that in the next five years we would exceed the 1.5°C level specified in the 
Paris Agreement because that agreement refers to long-term warming over many years. 
However, it is yet another wake up call, or an early warning, that we are not yet going in the right 
direction to limit the warming to within the targets set in Paris in 2015 designed to substantially 
reduce the impacts of climate change” said WMO Director of Climate Services Prof. Chris Hewitt.

“The extreme weather which has affected many millions of people in July is unfortunately 
the harsh reality of climate change and a foretaste of the future,” said World Meteorological 
Organization’s Secretary-General Prof. Petteri Taalas. “The need to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions is more urgent than ever before. Climate action is not a luxury but a must.”

Source: WMO (https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/world-meteorological-
organization-declares-onset-of-el-ni%C3%B1o-conditions) 
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According to a 2023 report 
released by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), the global surface 
average for CO2 rose is at 419.4 
parts per million (ppm)

Image from https://www.theguardian.com/
uk/environment, with data from NOAA



DAY 2, WEDNESDAY, 9 AUGUST
Facilitators: Maricel de Jesus and Filipe Martins SJ*
Documenters: Danielle de Jesus and Efa Ravelonantoandro*

8:00	 Prayer: Beng Climaco (CLC)*
8:05	 Recap of Day 1 and overview of Day 2: Sylvia Miclat

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES
DAY 0 – ARRIVALS
6 AUGUST, SUNDAY
AM and PM	

•	 Arrival and pick-up of participants at Laguindingan Airport
•	 Travel to Cagayan de Oro City and overnight stay at Loyola House, Ateneo de Cagayan-Xavier 

University

7 AUGUST, MONDAY
AM	 Early breakfast, leave Loyola House and travel to Bendum
PM	 Arrival at Bendum

DAY 1, TUESDAY, 8 AUGUST
Facilitators: Rowena Soriaga and Sue Martin*
Documenters: Criselle Mejillano and Beng Climaco*

8:00	 Prayer: Efa Ravelonantoandro (JCAM)*
8:05	 Welcome remarks: Datu Nestor and Jason Menaling, Bukidnon Pulangiyēn 
8:15	 Welcome remarks: Xavier Jeyaraj SJ 
8:25	 Welcome remarks: Pedro Walpole SJ
8:35	 Overview of meeting objectives: Pedro Walpole SJ
8:40	 2023 SJES meeting results: Xavier Jeyaraj SJ
9:10	 6 Years of Community and Climate Action: Pedro Walpole SJ
9:40	 Tea/Coffee Break	

Session 1: Listening
10:00	 Sharing of local and regional experiences:

•	 Climate and Agroecology
•	 Youth Engagement
•	 Ecclesial Networking
•	 Policy
•	 Energy and Just Transition	

Presentation by Participants (10 minutes each):
•	 CEP – Filipe Martins SJ
•	 CPAL – Sílvio Marques SJ
•	 JCAM – Ngonidzashe Edward SJ; Efa Ravelonantoandro 
•	 JCAP – Sue Martin
•	 JCSA – John Kennedy Savarimuthu SJ
•	 CLC-Philippines – Beng Climaco
•	 JRS-AP – Louie Bacomo

12:00	 Lunch	
13:30	 Contextual Networking: Plenary
15:30	 Tea/Coffee Break	
16:00	 Contextual Networking (cont’d): Plenary
17:00	 Wrap-up: Criselle Mejillano and Beng Climaco*
17:20	 Examen: Sílvio Marques SJ*
17:30	 Eucharist (to be opened with a dugsu): Pedro Walpole SJ
18:30	 Dinner	
19:30	 Showing of Winds of Change, an ESSC video documentary sharing the stories of 

smallholder women and men farmers in Bukidnon, Philippines	

* Assigned roles can be adjusted.
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DAY 3, THURSDAY, 10 AUGUST
Facilitators: Sylvia Miclat and Ngonidzashe Edward SJ*
Documenters: Rowena Soriaga and Sue Martin*

8:00	 Prayer: Gabriel Lamug-Nañawa SJ (JCAP)*
8:05	 Recap of Day 2 and overview of Day 3: Criselle Mejillano

Session 5: Networking and Communications
8:30	 Communications and Networking for Advocacy and Climate Action: Chad Raphael, 	

Santa Clara University
10:00	 Tea/Coffee Break	
10:20	 Challenges in Networking and Communications: Maricel de Jesus (Ecojesuit)
10:40	 Reviewing and strengthening of Ecojesuit online channels, platforms, and materials: 

Plenary/Breakout Groups
12:00	 Lunch	

Session 6: Advocacy and Ways Forward
13:30	 Plans and Actions Towards COP28: Criselle Mejillano and Danielle de Jesus
14:30	 Open Forum: Plenary
15:00	 Tea/Coffee Break 	
15:30	 Closing - Ways Forward and Instructions for Community Visit: Pedro Walpole SJ
17:20	 Examen: Filipe Martins SJ (CEP)*
17:30	 Eucharist: Xavier Jeyaraj SJ*
18:30	 Dinner	

Session 2: Building the Framework of Collaboration 
8:30 	 Community-based research on food and water justice: Methods and process of 

accompaniment: Chris Bacon, Santa Clara University
9:30	 Open Forum: Plenary
10:00	 Tea/Coffee Break

Session 3: Engaging with the FFLM Team
10:20	 Forest line walk with the FFLM Program: FFLM Team led by Jason Menaling 
11:50	 Reflection: Plenary
12:00	 Lunch

Session 4: Broadening partnerships 
13:30	 Identifying Linkages: Plenary 
15:00	 Tea/Coffee Break	
15:20	 Identifying Linkages (cont’d): Plenary 
16:30	 Reflection: Plenary
17:00	 Wrap-up: Danielle de Jesus and Efa Ravelonantoandro*
17:20	 Examen: John Kennedy Savarimuthu SJ*
17:30	 Eucharist: Sílvio Marques SJ*
20:00	 Promoting Economic and Environmental Justice Through The International 

Association of Jesuit Universities: Nancy Tuchman, Loyola University Chicago

DAY 2, WEDNESDAY, 9 AUGUST (cont’d)
Facilitators: Maricel de Jesus and Filipe Martins SJ*
Documenters: Danielle de Jesus and Efa Ravelonantoandro*

DAYS 4 to 6, 11-13 AUGUST – COMMUNITY VISITS and DEPARTURES

11 and 12 AUGUST, FRIDAY and SATURDAY
AM	    Early departure of some participants
AM-PM	   Community Visits in Upper Pulangi 

13 AUGUST, SUNDAY
AM/PM	 Departure and travel of remaining participants to Xavier University, Cagayan de Oro 		

or Laguindingan Airport
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Participants
Xavier Jeyaraj SJ - Secretary, Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat (SJES)
Pedro Walpole SJ – Global Coordinator, Ecojesuit (GIAN-Ecology)
Filipe Martins SJ - Director, Jesuit European Social Centre (JESC), CEP
Sílvio Marques Sousa Santos SJ –  Director, Amazon Service for Socio-environmental 

Action, Reflection and Education (SARES), CPAL
Ngonidzashe Makombe Edward SJ - Executive Director, Jesuit Centre for Ecology 		

and Development (JCED), JCAM
Efa Ravelonantoandro - Program Officer, Centre Arrupe Madagascar, JCAM
Dennis Gabriel Lamug-Nañawa SJ - Coordinator, Reconciliation with Creation, JCAP
Sue Martin – Assistant Coordinator, Reconciliation with Creation, JCAP
John Kennedy Savarimuthu SJ - Ecology Coordinator, JCSA
Louie Bacomo - Regional Director for Asia Pacific, Jesuit Refugee Service Asia Pacific
Maria Isabelle Climaco - Vice President, Christian Life Community-Philippines

Resource Persons
Christopher Bacon –  Associate Professor, Department of Environmental Studies 			

and Sciences, College of Arts and Sciences, Santa Clara University
Chad Raphael – Professor, Department of Communication, College of Arts and Sciences, 

Santa Clara University
Nancy Tuchman –  Founding Dean, School of Environmental Sustainability, 		

Loyola University Chicago

Ecojesuit Secretariat
Criselle Mejillano – Ecojesuit Networking Coordinator, ESSC
Julie Anne Cenar - ESSC
Danielle Marie De Jesus - ESSC
Liza San Mateo - ESSC
Maricel De Jesus  - ESSC
Rowena Soriaga – ESSC
Sylvia Miclat - ESSC



ESSC Quezon City
1/F Manila Observatory Building, Ateneo de Manila University Campus, 
Loyola Heights, Quezon City 1108, Philippines
Tel +63.2.89279684

ESSC Malaybalay
PO Box 57, Malaybalay City, 8700 Bukidnon, Philippines
Paz dela Cerna Street (beside Shepherd’s Meadow), Barangay Sumpong, 
Malaybalay City, Bukidnon 8700, Philippines
Tel +63.88.8132840

esscmanila@essc.org.phessc.org.ph @esscphilippines

ecojesuit.com ecojesuit@gmail.com

@ecojesuit

@ecojesuit

@ecojesuit @EcojesuitNetwork

apupalamguwancenter.essc.org.ph admin.apc@essc.org.ph

@apupalamguwancenter

Environmental Science for Social Change

Apu Palamguwan Cultural Education Center


